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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The unexpected events which have once 
again drawn a British force to the Peninsula, 
may^ perhaps, give an importance to these 
Letters, which, intrinsicaUy, the author feels 
they do not deserve. That they were never 
designed for puhUcation, must be evident from 
the many years which have elapsed since they 
were written. And although this is but a 
poor apology for a trifling and imperfect 
work, yet as it is a common one, and often 
favourably accepted, the author is not unwil- 
ling to plead it in his own behalf. 

At a very early period of life, indeed fresh 
from school, he entered into a civil department 
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of the Peninsular army, and was in the habit 
of transmitting to a friend at home whatever 
he then deemed worthy of observation. Upon 
the death of this friend, about four years ago, 
these Letters reverted to the author — and 
they are now laid before the Public with no 
other alterations than some curtailments and 
verbal corrections, and the additiou of, a few 
notes which suggested themselves while tran- 
scribing for the Press. As it was not so much 
the author's ambition to write a book, as to 
contribute his mite of information respecting 
the Peninsula, he has published only suc^ por- 
tion of his correspondence as relates to that 
country. 

It may not be improper to add, that the 
MS, was put into Mr. Murray's hands some 
months before the hostile dispoation of Spain 
with regard to Portugal called for British in- 
terference. 
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ERRATA. 

PAGK 

AOffor pendit reetd pendet 
7$and76y./S»* tnin^rU read transport. 
I4»,frr SO(M. read SOOlb. 
167, /or AbbSt mid Abbat. 
168) />r whiles read wiles. 
I80,ybr Testa dos Pasos read Festa dos Passos. 
206, fir on which are now the ruins of a castle read on which 

are the ruins of a castle. 
2i&,fir RonceraQoB read Roncevalles. Ibid, pw 269. 
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LETTER L 

OFOBTO, APRIL SS, 1812. 

You will doubtless regard the date and place 
of this Letter as an unpardonable outrage 
upon the unities of sober voyages and travels ; 
rince my last from Portsmouth, informing 
you of being still in that warlike quarter of 
the land, surrounded by seventy-fours and 
frigates, post-captains and midshipmen, fresh 
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troops embarking for the theatre of war, and 
shattered battalions returning from it, was 
written just seven days ago. The fortnight 
during which I lingered at Portsmouth, in 
hourly expectation of receiving an order to 
embark, was actually an age of torment. 
Every morning, at the official hour of " nine", 
I was punctual in my attendance at the 
Transport Office ; there my name was asked 
with a mortifying regularity, the list duly 
conned over by a formal clerk, and '^ no ship 
assigned you " the invariable reply. At length 
a convoy was appointed to those vessels which 
were bouad to Portugal, and you may guess 
my chagrin, when I fouiid that I had ww to 
drag through aaother fortnight ^t least, be^ 
tore a isiecond e^^pedition could be ready for sea* 
Ju^t at the moinent of being made ao* 
quainted with this disappointment, I encoun* 
tered a friend whp had arrived in Portsmouth 
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several days after me, and, consequently, ought 
to have been below me on the Agent's List j 
he held in his hand an order for a passage, and 
was then hurrying on board, as the fleet was 
to put to sea in the evening. There was an 
apparent unfairness in this proceeding which 
I could not brook ; in a few minutes I was at 
the door of the Office for Transports, and, 
upon entrance, found the presiding genius of 
the place. Captain *■ ■■ ■■, a bilious looking 
personage of sixty, walking to and fro in a 
pair of red morocco sUppers. He was alone. 
I enquired whether any passage had been as- 
signed me to Lisbon ? He stopped an instant, 
surveyed me, and continued his ambulation 
without uttering a word. At any other tin>e, 
} should probably have been amused by such 
imperial c(»iceit, but being th^ in the worst 
possSble mood for truckling before the inso^ 
lence of office, I hazarded such a stricture 

b2 
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upon the necessity of a iittle civility and at* 
tention on the part of those persons holding 
Government situations^ as immediately kin- 
dled the hectic on his dheek ; a warm alter- 
cation was the consequence^ and, not to weary 
you with a tale already much too long I fear, 
I left him with the determination of procur- 
ing a passage, at my own expense, in some of 
the merchantmen bound for Portugal. I doon 
fell in with one destined for this port, made 
an agreement, and before sunset of the same 
day bade farewell to Old England. 

Were I disposed to be tyrannical, I have it 
now in my power to inflict upon you an awful 
account of a hurricane, with all its adjuncts 
and disastrous consequences ; btit no — I am 
resolved to be the first voyager, who having 
crossed the Bay of Biscay in a gde of wlnd^ 
has had the uncommon forbearance, in writing 
to his friends — ^not to describe. 
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Ou tli6i fourth day the land of Portugal 
was . in si^t ; at the same time the gale 
abated ; : the sun shone' out with uncommon 
warmth and ^lendour^ and m a few hours we 
were dose in with the shore. Three of our 
crew were Portuguese^ and one of the three a 
native of Oporto : to him I paid my court for 
information. The land we had made was 
that near Vianna^ a town about thirty n^es 
north of Oporto; the prospect was highly 
rich and picturesque^ the rye already chang^g 
to a yellow^ while the wheat and Indian com 
wore a most refreshing green. As we sailed 
along the shore, the white houses of the inha- 
bitants, studded here and there amidst a 
scene of verdure, would have produced on 
any one a happy and pleasing effect. To me, 
just manumitted fix)m a loathsome crib, it 
seemed almost enchantment. The sailor 
Cicerone made me observe, as we glided 
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gently by Vianna^ an aqueduct winding be- 
neath a hill^ on the top of which was a church 
called St. Peter s of the Hill (San Petro dX)u- 
teiro). In the afternoon^ a fishing boat with 
A large latteen sail> and fraught with a crew 
of swarthy little deirils^ came alongside to 
barter fish for English beef and biscuit They 
were but barely decent in their attire^ if xags 
«my be dignified by stich a name. It is an 
indescribable kind of sensation whidi a first 
view of the inhabitants of a strange country 
produces. The present sample received from 
me that sort of scrutiny wHch peoj^e exercise 
who visit a menagerie^ or newly discovered 
island^ £()r the first time. Their grimaces^ 
rendered more peculiar by blade eyes flashing 
cunning and intelligence— 4he eagerness rn&i 
whidi they endeavoured to drive a good bar- 
gain — their varying attitudes — ^were potent in- 
centives to laughter. Imagine a half n$ked 
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sun-burnt little fellow, y/rith a cod fish in hia 
hand, shewing him off as a tempting artide, 
with aH the airs and graotts of a Moorfiekb 
broker ; another witii a tnrbot ; a third with 
a dog-fish; and these all diattering at once 
in a strange iongae, and yritk a v^mence of 
manner/ a^ if iitftoeneed by demoniacal poi»^ 
session^ 

It wai^ late in the afternoon Miien we macle 
the mouth ef the Dnero* The fresh of the 
mer was setting oat with a trraie&dous eor-* 
lent. The fort fiired signab^ intimating that 
ii Mfm imposidUe to enter the havbeixr; and a 
pflot, who came off to ns, said we must brioc^ 
to ufitil morning. Our ca|>tain> howeverji 
who had some reason fcr thinking this a mere 
pretence^ in i^te of the r«noaiitvanoes of the 
eoiiseq[aeiitial fitde geatkentan who daimed a 
tempevary coaomaDd of the retiaA, determmed 
to cunt the hazard of finding sufficient watev 
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on the bar. So soon as the fort perceived our 
intention^ a shot^ which nearly carried away 
our topmast, was fired as a friendly warning 
that we should desist ; and before they could 
cannonade us again, the good ship was se- 
curely riding in the Duero. My senses were 
of course wide awake as we moved slowly up 
the river, and so far was I from preserving 
the becoming gravity of the traveller, that I 
am ashamed to confess I betrayed all the 
thoughtlessness of the schoolboy. We had 
no sooner dropped anchor, which we . did 
about two miles up the river, and at the dis- 
tance of as many from the town, than I pre- 
pared to go arshore ; but here I was stopped 
by the aforesaid consequential pilot, who gave 
me to understand that I could not be allowed 
to leave the ship, before the bizeta, or custom- 
house boat, had visited her, which would not 
be bdTore the following morning. I appealed 
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to the captain, but in vain. In this dilemma 
I took counsel of my sailor Cicerone, who vo- 
lunteered to soften his inflexibility with a 
dollar. This had the desired efl^, and in a 
few minutes I was safely landed. Hie night 
was closing in as I reached the quays in 
the suburbs of Oporto, and a house in- 
scribed with that intelligible tetragrammaton^ 
^' cafi^ ", kindly invited me to step within and 
allay my thirst. The vocabulary was in my 
pocket, and I presently made mine host un-> 
derstand that I wanted ^'humcopo de vinho." 
It was a tribute due to the great emporium 
of Tawney, to taste its wine as soon as posfflble. 
I quaffed it down with infinite gotA, tendered 
my dollar, and received the difference in coins 
of various description, of which I have yet to 
learn the value. ' A man, who was smoking 
his dgar in the ^eaft^ '*, obserring me to look 
over these with a stranger's eyei told me in 
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tolerable English^ that the dollar contained 
forty vintins, and that the wine cost seven. 
Thankmg him for his information, I requested 
him to mention an hotel to which I might 
repair for the ni^i. He called to a boy 
TTho was loitering on the quay, and directed 
him to conduct me. Following my dirty 
guide through a range of narrow alleys^ we 
at length arrived before a large house at the 
top of a spacious street. The boy, accosf>* 
ing the landlord, pointed me out as '' Senor 
Inglez'', when my host immediatdy announced 
himself an Englishman-^'' Joseph Longstafi; 
at my service." He informed me he was just 
making out the bill of a gentleman who was 
to leave his house next mormng lor England^ 
and that I should occupy his room. At 

supper I was introduced to Mr. — , who 

wa8 kkid enough to say that he would take 
eharge of amy letter^ and put it mto the post^ 
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office on his arrival at Plymouth. I readily 
embraced his offer^ and taking to my assist-' 
ance a bottle of Mr. Longstaff 's best priestly 
port^ have consumed one-third of the night 
oyer this incoherent epistle. 
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Threb; d^y^ agc^ I reocdved yours of the 26th 
ultimo^ forwarded to oie from Lisbon by the 

Idod^^ q{ Mr* , agentleman attached to 

tl;^ embassy. Your wish for long letters shall 
oertfinly be gratified; that they will prove as 
entertaining as you are pleased to imagine, I 
may be permitted to doubt. All I can do will 
be to send ypu an account of whatever I turn 
up in my future rambles ; in shorty you will 
continue to receive the same ollarpodrida kind 
of epistles which I wrote you when at home; — 
dashed perhi^ with somewhat more variety, 
but in all other respects loose and rambling as 
ever. 

It is a happiness for weak mortals that 
wonder is a short-lived passion. That titillar 
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tion of the senses which new scenes produce 
is certainly delightful^ but then we are no 
longer in the same world with other people. 
For some eight and forty hours after my ar- 
rival in this city^ my spixita were in a constant 
ferment. I saw through half the town befeirti 
breakfest on the first day of being hei^, staring 
and laughing at every thing ; in shorty I vrssi 
in such perfect good-humour that noting 
came amiss to me. 

On the quay-side is the fish-market. Here 
the women sit in rows frying the dog-fish in 
rancid oil, surrounded by hungry Gallegos *; 
who eagerly purchase this bonne-bouche as a 

, • ! 

* (hSkgo is a name for an iobabkant of> GolKcia* 
These ij|^|ist|fious and lionost people leave their orwn 
country at an early age to gain a livelihood in the cities 
and large towns of Portugal^ where they are employed 
in the capacity of porters^ and in other offices of drud- 
gery. 
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breakfast. The Athenians^ you remember, 
execrated this fish, from an idea they enter- 
tained of its feeding upon human flesh; the 
Portuguese have no such scruples, and will, 
as the Scotch say, " just take ony thing"- 
The barbers' shops are not distinguished by a 
pole, as with us, but by a four-pr(»iged blodc 
of hq ordinary dimensions suspended over the 
door, intimating to the public their profession 
as tooth-drawers ; while the well scoured brass 
basin, with a piece cut out to recdve the neck, 
is the identical utensil which served Mambrino 
frr a helmet* 

After break£i^t I attended high mass in the 
Church of St. Nicholas. A profusion of 
tapers were burning before the altar and the 
pictures of saints which are ranged along the 
aisles. A band of music ever and anon struck 
up some delicious notes ; the women, shrouded 
in their capotas, occupied the centre, and al- 
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ways continued on their knees ; the men stood 
in the aislesi^ with the e^ce]^on of -a few near 
the altar, who were accommodated with chaiiB ; 
a great many cages with canaiy-hirds were 
suspended in various parts of the intericnr, 
and mingled their loud notes with the sacred 
melody. A dead sflence now ensued; the 
priest dropped mystical curtesies before the 
altar, and, at the tinkling of a smalMiell, an 
artificial shower of snow descended from the 
roof, the flakes of which the people intercepted 
in their fall, and eagerly devoured. This 
shower was composed of little sugar wafers, 
and was designed to represent the Host At 
first I conceived it was intended to figure out 
the manna which feU in the wilderness, while 
the Portuguese themselves seemed no indifier- 
ent representation of the hungry Israelites. 

I esteem myself fortunate in having landed 
at this port instead of Lisbon ; the head-^ar^ 
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ters are at present near Almeida^ distant only 
thirty leagues ; from Lisbon^ seventy. Hav- 
ing received permission to waste a few weeks 
in this city previous to joining the Army, I 
determined, as soon as the fever of curiosity 
had somewhat abated, to devote a portion of 
each day to the study of the Portuguese laiH 
guage. Having received from a friend the 
address of a Professor, I lost no time in paying 
him a visit. Three pair of stairs in the dirtiest 
quarter of the town led up to the roosting- 
place of this sapient gentleman ; on entering 
his apartment, an intolerable odour of fish and 
oil was almost compelling me to make a pre- 
cipitate retreat, when I chanced to espy no 
less a personage than the man of letters him- 
self, engaged in frying sardinias (a fish like 
a sprat), on which he was about to regale. I 
soon despatched my business-; indeed, I do not 
imagine I could have supported for five mi- 
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nutes the condensed effluvia of the iBsh, oil^ and 
garlic simmering over a slow charcoal fire in a 
room about ten feet square. 

On the following day^ precisely at the ap* 
pointed hour^ he knocked at my door^ and so 
much altered in appearance, that I scarcely 
believed him to be the same person I had pre* 
viously seen : his cocked hat was of the most 
exaggerated description of cocked hats, his 
hair profusely powdered, his breeches black 
fflik, shoes resplendent with large silver buc« 
kles, and a gold-headed cane in his hand ; — 
just such a creature, in short, as you meet in 
Duke's Place on a Saturday. After depositing 
his watch on the table, not without compli- 
menting himself on his extreme punctuality, 
he began to read aloud, with a great deal of 
action, to afford me, as he was pleased to say, 
some idea of the harmony of the language. 
Now such words as not, then, are, &c. being 

c 
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in constant ire<mrraice, and these, wriiiten na^^ 
sao, enta6, b^ng all pronounced, n6og> ^6ng, 
ent6ng, you may £ann some tolerable notion 
bo^w extremely melodious such a language jxxaat 
be \ My mouth has nearly been twisted i^wry 
i|i submitting to halfrardozen lessons; and then 
there is a sort. of high and low tone to beaq- 
quired, which leaves me in despair of ever 
attaining to proficiency^ The language neyer- 
theless has its beauties, a great part of wbieh 
is con]^rised in the diminutives, which the 
people of Oporto, it is ssdd^ affect more than 
any other part of the kingdom. A Portu- 
guese woman who keeps a shop of all sorts 
■not many doors from Longstaff's Hotel, is 
married to a huge strapping fellow, by name 
Senor Thomas^ by whom she has .three chilr 
dren. , Him she calls Senor Thomazino ; h^r 
eldest girl, Joannina, answers to the appell^ 
tive Raparega, the second to. that gf Mmm, 



\ 
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i^hSle the bi&nt is lullabied witfh such soft 
words as coitadinha^ povrazita^ &c. 

With Tespect to the society and domestic ha- 
hits of the people, my acquaintance with them 
is yet too green to hear me out in hazarding 
an opinion ; as yet I can only speak to what is 
extemaL The women lead dull moping lives, 
seldom stir out except to attend mass, and are 
then so enveloped in their capotas that it is 
difficult to distinguish the hetter order from 
the lower. Some, however, have recently 
adopted a different mode of dressing, and wear 
straw honnets and gaudy silk gowns, which 
hecome them stiU less than their native cos- 
tume. In stature they are rather low, and 
somewhat inclined to corpulency, for which 
they are douhtless in a great measure indebted 
to their sedentary mode of life. Nature, how- 
ever, by way of compensation for such defects, 
has kindly bestowed on them melting black 

c 2 
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eyes, heavy languid eye-lids, and feet almost k 
la Chinoise. The men are not of a descrip- 
tion calculated to make a favourable first-sight 
impression ; they appear but very degenerate 
slips of the Lusitanian stock of other days, 
and were I not afraid of subjecting myself to 
the charge of groundless prejudice or prema- 
ture judgment, I would say. 

Terra malos homines nunc educat atque Pusillos. 

The convents for both sexes are very nu- 
merous, and the streets swarm with monks 

and friars ; 

—Friars, 
White, black and gray, with aU their trumpery. 

A few days ago, in company with a Portu- 
guese gentleman, I visited a nunnery at Villa 
Nova on the opposite bank of the Duero. He 
had a relative here, who was yet in her novi- 
ciate ; we saw her at the grate, and a most 
pretty interesting creature she appeared. She 
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said it wanted just four months to her burial^ 
which is the usual expression for taking the 
veil; at the expiration of which time^ mass 
will be chaunted over her^ and she will be- 
come dead to the world. In the present in- 
stance it was her father's desire that she should 
take the YeA, and he had paid a considerable 
dowry with her to the convent^ which is ex- 
tremely rich^ and admits only the daughters 
of fidalgos^ or noblemen. In the chapel there 
were a few paintings^ a degree or two better 
than what I had hitherto seen^ but stiU per- 
vaded by a most monotonous style of insipid 
uniformity. Angels being naturally beyond 
human comprehension^ the Portuguese have 
endeavoured to express the difference which 
may be supposed to exist between the inha- 
bitants of another world and those of our own^ 
by representing them as much the reverse of 
themselv^ as possible. Accordingly they are 
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^v1 fri^oet^ely Acrid, with liixcnaiit flami 
Sv;5rt fT*^.:,*^ ihort about their ears, Bke die 
4;vv'i^t ^>f Icmian ocdmiics. 

ft r^iiatris now to gire joa some acEoant 
// tiyr vxiisty at LongstafTs. Yoa will of 
^/r;'j'^ fi^r/e lieard^ before tUs tnne^ of the 
if^//ffi:.:// of Badigos. A few dap ago a^ 
'/^;<jj fj^utf^n arrired here, as wdl to lecrmt 
t>*^mf^y^ after tfadr ^itigiies and dangers, as 
f// ^',t;x/v» of some odd articles of jdand». 
i Smy^z f^und a very pleasant acquaontance in 

(*fij,fjiin , of the regiment, 

f/fti: fft the most distinguished in General Pic- 

t/ffh division; also with lient^iant — of 

- ' regiment. The captain has two or 
thrne massy nlver chalices, as Ins hard-beamed 
^ar^ of the spoil. Nothing could withstand 
the gallantry of our brave fellows. Pfeton 
vton quite a prodigy. A few hours previous 
to the assault he was seen hobbling about 
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matisia; wd hoiw h^ coi^tnT.^ , to climl^ ^ 
ladder fifty feet in height^ and be >ainqBg the 
first, an the raosparts* is . r^^lj^y mpst surpris- 
ing. It is- frightful to hear, a, recital of the 
many ahominaiions which occurred during 
the first finry of tlie sack ;-^it was 6ne wide 
indiscriminate scene of plundering, b^tchery^ 

and ravishing. . Captairi told mCj that 

he was induced to enter a house, in conse- 
quence of hearing the dreadful shrieks of fe- 
males; and here he found two soldiers of his 
own regiment, and a mother and daughter on 
their knees befi>re them, supplicating for mer- 
cy* It was the utmost he could do to previul 
<NDL them to leave the house; for all military 
fiubordinaticm was dissolved in that uncon- 
troltdd lioentionsness which is regarded as the 
just reward of successful valour. Every place 
which was supposed to contain spirits was 
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speedily broken into^ and the scenes whidi en-- 
sued from the fury of the men to possess them- 
selves of this liquid fire^ are almost too hor^ 
rible to gain belief. It was no uncommon 
sight to find^ next morning, two British 
soldiers lying dead in the streets, pierced 
through *with each other's bayonet, while the 
keg or bottle, the fatal cause of such mutual 
massacre, was lying between them. 

When the fiiry of the sack had somewhat 
abated, and discipHne was about to resume its 
wonted empire, the ludicrous succeeded to the 
terrible. British soldiers were seen issuing 
from the gates of the fallen fortress, begirt 
with all the ample foldings of Spanish togery, 
and bringing away every thing that was ei- 
ther portable or driveable. One fellow had 
made capture of a calf; the animal refusing 
to be either led or driven, the Connaught hero, 
unwilling to relinquish Us prize, brought it 
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away in triumph^ like another Milo^ on his 
shoulders. It was purchased by the mess- 
man of the regiment for a bottle of rum! 

A few days since^ we received an accession 
to our society^ in the person of a strapping 
young Irish fire-eater, who has come out as a 
volunteer. He is well furnished with letters 
of recommendation, and intends walking up 
to head-quarters in a few days, with an oaken 
cudgel in his hand (which he calls a tooth- 
pick) and with a knapsack on his shoulders. 
He grinds his teeth in agony whenever Bada- 
jos is mentioned, cursing his unlucky stars 
which kept him at home, '' when there was so 
beautiful an opportunity of getting promot- 
ed." As he does not know a single word of 
Portuguese, I was endeavouring to persuade 
him to remain a few days longer in Oporto, 
before he commenced his march; but, " Och!'' 
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said he, *' let me alone for finding my way ; 
the Irish is an universal sort of a tongue/* 

In my next I will send you some account 
of this city, having now become familiar with 
eyirfy part'of^Ttj^^-Adieu, 
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OPO]I90> KAT 1&* 

I SHALL now fulfil the promise of my last^ by 
endeavouring to send you some descriptive 
account of Oporto. 

The city^ properly so called, is situate on 
the declivity of a hill, little more than three 
miles from the mouth of the Duero. It is the 
seat of a chancellor, corregidor, and bishop, 
and is one of the seven military governments 
of Portugal. The present governor is Colo- 
nel Trant, an Englishman. In former times 
it was fortified, of which some vestiges still 
remain, particularly near the fish-market on 
the banks of the river, where the old walls and 
gates are yet in good preservation. The pro- 
vince of Entre Minho e Douro, together with 
this city, were marked out by Buonaparte, to 
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compose the sovereignty of the King of Etru- 
ria^ who was to have assumed the title of King 
of Northern Lusitania; — ^while the provinces 
of Alentejo and Algarve were destined to re- 
ward with a crown the Alcibiades of the day, 
Manuel Godoy*, Prince of Peace. On the east 
side of the city, towards the residence of the 
military governor, the houses are built against 
so steep a part of the decKvity which over- 
hangs the stream, that you are forced to climb 
up to them by steps hewn out of the solid 
rock. Such situation, however, contributes 
not a Uttle to its romantic and picturesque 
i^pearance; and this part of the city, viewed 
from a distance, presents a charming coup- 
d'oeil with its neighbouring villages, monas- 
teries, and pine-woods. 

Oporto may be said to possess but one 

*6odoy^ nombre de Linage^ noble por ventura se 

jixodeGodo. 

Cobaruirasi Tesauro dc la Leng. CastelL 
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handsome street^ viz. the Rua Nova dos In- 
glezes^ at one end of which is LongstaflTs 
hotel, and at the other the factory house of 
the wine company, to which every foreigner 
has access by a proper mtroduction. Here I 
was permitted to taste several samples of the 
primest Duero. One parcel, known by the 
name of the Duke of York*s wine, is the boast 
of the &ctory, and prized as a bonne-bouche 
not inferior to the stuff you and I have some- 
where read of, which was bottled during the 
consulship of Opimius, and drunk 200 years 
after. There is a great diflference, however, 
between the wine you taste here, and that 
unsophisticated juice which the Portuguese 
themselves drink. In short, the factory is a 
laboratory where wine is composed to suit the 
vitiated tastes of our good people at home. 
Your citizen, for example, requires a generous 
roughness ; accordingly, the hulls of the grapes 
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said he^ 'Met me alone for finding my way; 
the Irish is an universal sort of a tongue.** 

In my next I will' send yba some account 
of this city, having now become familiar with 
eveiy part 'of*it.^— Adieu, 
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I SHALL now fiilfil the promise of my last^ by 
endeavouring to send you some descriptive 
account of Oporto. 

The city^ properly so called^ is situate on 
the declivity of a hill, little more than three 
miles from the mouth of the Duero. It is the 
seat of a chancellor, corregidor, and bishop, 
and is one of the seven military governments 
of Portugd. The present governor is Colo^ 
nel Trant, an Englishman. In former times 
it was fortified, of which some vestiges still 
remain, particularly near the fish-market on 
the banks of the river, where the old walls and 
gates are yet in good preservation. The pro- 
vince of Entre Minho ^ Douro, together with 
this city, were marked out by Buonaparte, to 
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compose the sovereignty of the Kmg of Etru- 
ria^ who was to have assumed the title of King 
of Northern Lusitania; — ^while the provinces 
of Alentejo and Algarve were destined to re- 
ward with a crown the Alcibiades of the day, 
Manuel Godoy ''^^ Prince of Peace. On the east 
side of the city^ towards the residence of the 
military governor^ the houses are built against 
80 steep a part of the declivity which over- 
hangs the stream^ that you are forced to climb 
up to them by steps hewn out of the sohd 
rock. Such situation, however, contributes 
not a little to its romantic and picturesque 
i^pearance; and this part of the city, viewed 
from a distance, presents a charming coup- 
d'ceil with its neighbouring villages, monas- 
teries, and pine-woods. 

Oporto may be said to possess but one 

* QoAay, nombre de Linage^ noble por ventura se 
dixo de GUmIo. 

Cobaroiras, Tesaaro de la Leng. CastelL 
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handsome street^ viz. the Rua Nova dos In- 
glezes^ at one end of which is LongstaflTs 
hotel; and at the other the factory house of 
the wine company, to which every foreigner 
has access by a proper introduction. Here I 
was permitted to taste several samples of the 
primest Duero. One parcel, known by the 
name of the Duke of York*s wine, is the boast 
of the &ctoTj, and prissed as a bonne-bouche 
not inferior to the stuff you and I have some- 
where read of, which was bottled during the 
consulship of Opimius, and drunk 200 years 
after. There is a great di£ference, however, 
between the wine you taste here, and that 
unsophisticated juice which the Portuguese 
themselves drink. In short, the factory is a 
laboratory where wine is composed to suit the 
vitiated tastes of our good people at home. 
Your citizen, for example, requires a generous 
roughness ; accordingly, the hulls of the grapes 
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said he, *' let me akme for finding my way; 
the Irish is an universal sort of a tongue." 

In my next I wiU'sieBdl ybu some account 
of this city, having now become familiar with 
ev^iy part «crf»it.^— Adieu. 
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up the banks of the river^ you cross by a 
bridge of boats to a town in appearance not 
much smaQer than Oporto itself. This is 
Villa Nova ; to the westward of which^ beneath 
a hiU^ are several detached houses forming 
the market town of Gaya. Here in former 
times stood Calla or Cale (in the Antonine 
Itinerary^ the last) ; and Oporto^ being after- 
wards built on the opposite bank^ as affording 
a more convenient station for ships^ was called 
Portus Cale^ from which^ by a change of 
letters^ Portugal came to be the name of the 
whole kingdom *. The foundation of Cale is 
ascribed to the Phanicians, which may possibly 

* Inac VoMius, inhis '' Observations on the Second 
Book of Pomponias M^a ", deriFes it from the Callaici, 
the present Gallicians* The same author remarks, that in 
'' The Chronide of the Grothic Kings *' in Isidorus, it is 
called Portucula, but in '* The Chronicle of Idatius ", 
Portucale. . The writers of the middle age universally 
distingnish betwoen Portugal and Lusitania. 
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compose the sovereignty of the King of Etru- 
ria^ who was to have assumed the title of King 
of Northern Lusitania;— while the provmces 
of Alentejo and Algarve were destined to re- 
ward with a crown the Alcibiades of the day, 
Manuel Godoy *^ Prince of Peace. On the east 
side of the city, towards the residence of the 
military governor, the houses are buUt against 
so steep a part of the declivity which over- 
hangs the stream, that you are forced to climb 
up to them by steps hewn out of the solid 
rock. Such situation, however, contributes 
not a little to its romantic and picturesque 
appearance; and this part of the city, viewed 
from a distance, presents a charming coup- 
d'oeil with its neighbouring villages, monas- 
teries, and pine-woods. 
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* Oodayj nombre de Linage^ noble por ventora se 
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OP0RV0> VAT \^ 

I SHALL now fulfil the promise of my last^ by 
endeavouring to send you some descriptive 
account of Oporto. 

The city^ properly so called^ is situate on 
the declivity of a hill, little more than three 
miles from the mouth of the Duero. It is tlie 
seat of a chancellor, corregidor, and bishop, 
and is one of the seven military governments 
of Portugal. The present governor is Colo- 
nel Trant, an Englishman. In former times 
it was fortified, of which some vestiges still 
remain, particularly near the fish-market on 
the banks of the river, where the old walls and 
gates are yet in good preservation. The pro- 
vince of Entre Minho e Douro, together with 
this city, were marked out by Buonaparte, to 
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compose the sovereignty of the King of Etni- 
ria^ who was to hare assumed the title of King 
of Northern Lusitania; — ^while the provinces 
of Alentejo and Algarve were destined to re- 
ward with a crown the Alcibiades of the day, 
Manuel Godoy ^'^ Prince of Peace. On the east 
side of the city, towards the residence of the 
military governor, the houses are built agamst 
so steep a part of the dedivity which over- 
hangs the stream, that you are forced to climb 
up to them by steps hewn out of the solid 
rock. Such situation, however, contributes 
not a little to its romantic and picturesque 
appearance; and this part of the dty, viewed 
from a distance, presents a charming coup- 
d'oeil with its neighbouring villages, monas- 
teries, and pine-woods. 

Oporto may be said to possess but one 

* Godoy^ nombre de Linage^ noble por ventura se 
dixo de Godo. 

Gobaruiras^ Tesauro dc la Leng. CastelL 
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handsome street^ viz. the Rua Nova dos In- 
glezes, at one end of which is Longstaff's 
hotel; and at the other the factory house of 
the wine company, to which every foreigner 
has access by a proper introduction. Here I 
was permitted to taste several samples of the 
primest Duero. One parcel, known by the 
name of the Duke of York's wine, is the boast 
of the factory, and prized as a bonne-bouche 
not inferior to the stuff you and I have some- 
where read of, which was bottled during the 
consulship of Opimius, and drunk 200 years 
after. There is a great difference, however, 
between the wine you taste here, and that 
unsophisticated juice which the Portuguese 
themselves drink. In short, the factory is a 
laboratory where wine is composed to suit the 
vitiated tastes of our good people at home. 
Your citizen, for example, requires a generous 
roughness ; accordingly, the hulls of the grapes 
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«e sufifenred ito steep about seventy hours in 
*hd ftiiist, instead of twenty-four, which the na- 
ttws deem stifficient. The Greek bon-vivansr, 
•you know; who were no indifferent arbiters of 
taitei'were m-the habit of mixing their wines 
vMha small portion of sea-water, to prevent a 
determination to the head. Tte factory, in 
compliance with our undassic notions, oblige 
us with one-fifth of brandy (agoa-dente) to 
•produce a contrary effect, thereby shewing 
thtemselves an honest exception to most mer- 
chants, who generally endeavour to lower the 
strength of their liquors. 

Oporto has a number of good streets, not 
so broad <»: magnificent as the Rua Nova, but 
infinitely more agreeable to the pedestrian, 
inasmudi as they are well shaded by reasoh 
of ilieir very narrowness, and ccmtain fehops of 
a ples^ng variety. Among these the gold and 
silversmiths are the most attractive, from their 
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rich ^play of massy plate, imd jewFcls. The 
workmanship of the former, aud tlie setting of 
the latter, are for the most part coaisse an4 
inartificial; but the prices are mod«r«t^ in 
proportion, and you can purchase jl^ie at a 
very trifling advance upon its real value. 
Among the precious stones, the most common 
is the pale Brazilian topaz, which are exposed 
for sale in great abundance. These are the 
only shops which have glass windows ; the rest 
are open to the street. Towards the west »de 
of the dty are two or three irregular sorts 
of squares, and beyond these, nearly in the 
suburbs, is a shabby theatre. I "was present 
at a representation a few nights ago. The 
piece. was of Spanish stock reduced into Por- 
tuguese idiom^ and of which, owing to my 
^scanty knowledge of the language, I oould 
understand little more than the dumbHshow. 
The interior is very gloomy, and the scenic 
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part deplorably mean. The prompter has his 
post in front of the orchestra^ with his head 
and shoulders screwed into a round box which 
rises from the front of the stage between the 
lamps, presenting a sort of cupola in its ap- 
pearance to the spectators^ but open to the 
actors ; from this he declaims the piece^ in a 
tone sufficiently loud to be heard in the centre 
of the pit. The house is badly contrived for 
distinct hearing from the boxes^ and indeed 
the whole to an Englishman, accustomed to 
well-lighted theatres, dress circles, and good 
acting, appears an execrable concern. I must 
not forget to mention, that the performance 
was for the benefit of an unfortunate Italian 
actress, who had recently fallen into the widow- 
hood of her tenth intrigue, with a family of 
seven children dependent on her professional 
exertions. 

Setting out once more from the Rua Nova, 
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up the banks of the river^ you cross by a 
bridge of boats to a town in appearance not 
much smaller than Oporto itself. This is 
Villa Nova ; to the westward of which^ beneath 
a hiU^ are several detached houses forming 
the market town of Gaya. Here in former 
times stood Calla or Cale (in the Antonine 
Itinerary^ the last) ; and Oporto^ being after- 
wards built oil the opposite bank^ as affording 
a more convenient station for ships^ was called 
Portus Cale^ from which, by a change of 
letters, Portugal came to be the name of the 
whole kingdom % The foundation of Cale is 
ascribed to the PhtEmdans, which may possibly 

* Isaoic Vtmsiua, in his " Observations on the Second 
Book of Pomponias M^]& ", derives it from the Callaici, 
the present Gallicians. The same author remarks^ that in 
" The Chronide of the Grothic Kings " in Isidorus, it is 
called Portucula, but in ^' The Chronicle of Idatius '% 
Portncale. The writers of the middle age universally 
distingnish between Portugal and Lusitania. 
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he (Sorftct; altfeough I am more inclined to 
ifefeif irtpitiion who thiidc that it was originally 
fbutidM by the Gaub, and named after fliem 
J^brtiiiS ' Gallomm. The derivation given for 
Lnsitania is involved in no less obscurity *, and 
after all is a matter of no momcint ; but as I 
know your partiality for this kind of reseac^ 
I sehd you the following extract, which It 
gbod-natured fat firiar (ycleped Friar John, 
and celebrated for pla3dng the best game erf 
billiards in Oporto) was at the pains to fttiBt- 
Bcribe for me. 

*' Lusitania nomen accipit a Luso Libeii 
patris filio, et Lysa ejusdem Liberi docio Cfom 
Luso Bacchante, unde nunc a Luso Lusitania, 
nunc a Lysa Lysitania vocatur.**— L. Aiidferis 
Resendius. 

Part of the foundations of the old town are 

* Vano^ as quoted by Pliny^ Lib. III. c. 1., derives 
it from ludus^ or Xucrati, the fury of the Baochahtes. 
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$^ djuvQOTeca]^ at Q^ysOt JR«{tunung,.agaii» 
^J^e riv^ to^WQFds, tb^ Bridge pf jj^oats^ 0^ 
4rQle of th^ vietr \^ Qonqt^i^ 9^ thi^ sK^e^fltfr 
ftimw«»teTy,l,uilt on a high, wl aitefipW 
i¥)iH^ bQunjds Yitt^ Npya #q the .c;^t;i(^ar^ 
.These two town^^ Villa Noya aod Gaya^.ince 
supposed to contain 18^000 inhabitaQtaj cbkffy 
4>f tl^e iQwer orders. The qurre^t pf the 
Dttfito ia ei^tremely rapid^ running at the xUbt 
fif two nules and a half an hour. It is navi- 
gable for twenty-five leagues^ as far as Joa6 
de Pesqueira. In Spain I understand it is a 
gentle stream^ its turbulence beginning in Por- 
tugal which it , enters at Mirfin4A de Duero 
the northern boundary of the kingdom^ aivl 
from this point the current bec(»nes contracted 
and fiirious from the rocks which straiten it 
on both sides. T^e province pf Eptre Dowo ^ 
Minho is esteejned the most fertjle of any in 
Portugal ; and if ^g,s ^ prpyerb, tb^t you could 
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compose the sovereignty of the King of Etru- 
lia^ who was to have assumed the title of King 
of Northern Lusitania; — ^while the provinces 
of Alentejo and Algarve were destined to re- 
ward with a crown the Alcibiades of the day, 
Manuel Godoy"*^^ Prince of Peace. On the east 
side of the city^ towards the residence of the 
military governor, the houses are built against 
so steep a part of the declivity which over- 
hangs the stream, that you are forced to climb 
up to them by steps hewn out of the solid 
rock. Such situation, however, contributes 
not a little to its romantic and picturesque 
appearance; and this part of the city, viewed 
from a distance, presents a chanmng coup- 
d'oeil with its neighbouring villages, monas- 
teries, and pme-woods. 

Oporto may be said to possess but one 

* Grodoy^ nombre de Linage^ noble por ventura se 
dixo de Godo. 

Cobaruiras^ Tesauro de la Leng. CastelL 
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handsome street^ viz. the Rua Nova dos In- 
glezes, at one end of which is LongstaflTs 
hotels and at the other the factory house of 
the wine company^ to which every foreigner 
has access by a proper introduction. Here I 
was permitted to taste several samples of the 
primest Duero. One parcel, known by the 
name of the Duke of York*s wine, is the boast 
of the factory, and prized as a bonne-bouche 
not inferior to the stuff you and I have some- 
where read of, which was bottled during the 
consulship of Opimius, and drunk 200 years 
afiter. There is a great difierence, however, 
between the wine you taste here, and that 
unsophisticated juice which the Portuguese 
themselves drink. In short, the factory is a 
laboratory where wine is composed to suit the 
vitiated tastes of our good people at home. 
Your citizen, for example, requires a generous 
roughness ; accordingly, the hulls of the grapes 
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notr ^k >a «t^ ^vxtfabitt ^'hearing the c6ck 
fP0?H/u lAecerding^ >tD the Portug^uese^ faa#»^ 
Ofei;^ ^l^hof alwojti shrug their shoulders; and 
9U^biife< their (wyertj^ to . ' os Fmoaceses > the 
GidyiO'b0Q(k .wer^ so unnatural as to i3iow no 
i^^rto; to tha high oDuTaged bird^ nrlikh k 
^xfflr national emblem'"'. 

"'* I^e fdlloTHng pretty Latin hymn used fbmer!]^ 
t4>rl)e oiuHUlted At morniag service in the churches of 
Fo^tug^^ in which the cock receives due honour ;, , r 

Prseco diei jam sonat 

Noctis profundae pervigil 

A nocte noctem segregans. 

Hoc excitatus Lucifer 

Solvit polum caligine. 

Hoc omnia >errorum chorus 

Viam nocendi desmt* 

Hoc nauta vires coUigit, 

Pontique nutescont fireta. 

Hocj ipsa petra EodesiK 



Canente> culpam diluit.*«-« 
Surgamus ergo stfenu^^ 
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Uihge with a tolerable dinner^ for which ,w$ 
were charged^ being English^ an intolerable 
price* 

Braga is situated in a beautiful and broad 
valley^ weU clothed with cork-trees and orange- 
orchards. It has a cathedral; and a little 
without the town there is the church ,mo^ 
qastery of St. Fructuoso. The EscriyaBO 
of the place, pointed out some few antiqui- 
ties which he said were the remains of a 
tem]^ dedicated to Isis^ which is very pro- 
habloj as this was the Augusta Braccarum of 
the Romans^ and we know how prevalent the 
Egyptian superstition was^ both at Rome and 
its cdbnies*. 

The Portuguese historian, Manoel Faria de 

^ The Braocanaos were origiiially a Libyan people^ 
and are said to liave migrated into Portugal from the 
banks of the river Braccada> not &r from Carthage^ at 
a period before any connected history begins. 
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bdero and fandango. Some of the peasant 
women from the Minho were present, whose 
broad brimmed hats and parti-coloured gaiv 
ments formed an agreeable contrast to the 
mournful capotas of the city. 

MAY 21. 

I have just returned from an excursion ta 
Braga, which I made in company with Mr* 

, a merchant residing at Longstaff^. 

The distance from this city to Braga is ^th,t 
leagues, which we performed very pleasan^y 
in about as many hours. We passed tihtrotigh 
a charming country, the eye rcpdfflig evay 
where on a scene of richness. The only dis* 
agreeable part of the journey, was being con- 
demned to the back of a tall skittish old 
mule, surmounted by a saddle peaked before 
and behind, and having two wooden boxes 
appended thereto instead of stirrup-irons- 
On our arrival, we were served at the Es- 



t^age with a tolerable dinner^ for which .w^ 
were charged^ beii^ English^ an intolerable 
price. 

Braga is situated in a beautiful and broad 
valley^ well clothed with cork-^trees and orange- 

* ' , » 

orchards. It has a cathedral; and a little 
without the town there is the church .mo^ 
nastery dl St. Fructuoso. The Escriyaao 
of the place, pointed out some few antiqui- 
^es which he said were the remains of a 
temjde dedicated to Isis^ which is very pro- 
hable^ as this was the Augusta Braccarum of 
the Romans> and we know how prevalent the 
Egyptian superstition was^ both at Rome and 
its colonies *• 

The Portuguese historian, Manoel Faria de 

■ 

* The Braocariapg were originally a Libyan people^ 
and are said to liave migrated into Portugal from the 
banks of the river Braccada, not &r from Carthage^ at 
a period before any connected history begins. 
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Boasu^hBamooribBA a very ddieato fiad 

eal faiflonptkm Hii]Bd>h6re in hil; thnd^wfairii 

I thihk you mustiadfioitre :-~ i 






Aspice quam subito marcet quod floruit ante ! 
Aspic0 qu^m subito quod stetit ante^ cadit ! — 
^ ' '' N^iscentes motimar/fliiisque nb ongiiie pendk^ * 
' Ipaoquevita %vm sexnioa nortis faahet* 

* ' ► '• * 

Braga, formerly reckoned as a part of Gaf- 
licia, is now the chief town of the Minho, 
the most industrious and populous province 
of the kingdom, nearly one-third of the whole 
population of Portugal being condensed with- 
in it. It takes its name of Minho, ftom the 
river so called, and which forms a part of the 
southern boundary of Gallicia. According 
to history, it derived this name from the 
great quantity of minium found near its 
banks. It abounds in fish of various kinds, 
and discharges itself into the ocean, between 
^*^e dty of Tui and town of Caminha. 



•^A$ dikis^prdbabfy'.t^ lost letters jnuiariB 
teodhie^fvDiii Oporto^ linoat 4iell'r^ieic-wkat in 
rangements I haye made' far die naidiiitd 
head-quarters^ wUch are now at Fuente de 
Guinaldo^ a border village in Spain. The 
tru]QJb I lurought with me, I have been oUiged 
to exchange for others of much less dimensions. 
Mine were preposterously large, and boi^ht 
undei: a total ignorance of the nature of Por- 
tuguese travelling. I have purchased a Spa- 
nish horse for 100 dollars^ and two mules, 
for the best of which I paid nearly eighty 
pounds, which you may deem almost incre* 
dible. It is a he-mule, young, and of car- 
riage size, that is^ nearly as tall as a coach- 
horse in England ; and such as these are highly 
prized and readily bought up. The other 
cost me twenty pounds, and is somewhat old 
and vicious. I shall be obliged to leave some 
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part deplorably mean. The prompter has his 
post in front of the orchestra^ with his head 
and shoulders screwed into a round box which 
rises from the front of the stage between the 
lamps^ presenting a sort of cupola in its ap- 
pearance to the spectators^ but open to the 
actors ; from this he declaims the piece^ in a 
tone sufficiently loud to be heard in the centre 
of the pit. The house is badly contrived for 
distinct hearing from the boxes^ and indeed 
the whole to an Englishman^ accustomed to 
well-lighted theatres^ dress circles^ and good 
acting, appears an execrable concern. I must 
not forget to mention, that the performance 
was for the benefit of an unfortunate Italian 
actress, who had recently fallen into the widow- 
hood of her tenth intrigue, with a family of 
seven children dependent on her professional 
exertions. 

Setting out once more from the Rua Nova, 
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up the banks of the river, you cross by a 
bridge of boats to a town in appearance not 
much smaller than Oporto itself. This is 
Villa Nova; to the westward of which, beneath 
a hill^ are several detached houses forming 
the market town of Gaya. Here in former 
times stood CaDa or Cale (in the Ant<»une 
Itinerary, the last) ; and Oporto, being after- 
wards built on the opposite bank, as affording 
a more convenient station for ships, was called 
Portus Cale, from which, by a change of 
letters, Portugal came to be the name of the 
whole kingdom ^. The foundation of Cale is 
ascribed to the Phcenicians, which may possibly 

* Isaac Vdsaius^ in his " Observations on the Second 
Book ui Pomponius M(da ", derives it from the Callaici, 
the present Gallidans. The same anthor remarks, that in 
** The Chronicle of the Grothic Kings " in Isidorus^ it is 
called Portucula, but in " The Chronicle of Idatius ", 
Portncale. The writers of the middle age nniversally 
betwaen Portugal and Lu^itania* 



32 LETTER III. 

part deplorably mean. The prompter has his 
post in front of the orchestra^ with his head 
and shoulders screwed into a round box which 
rises from the front of the stage between the 
lamps, presenting a sort of cupola in its ap- 
pearance to the spectators^ but open to the 
actors ; from this he declmms the piece^ in a 
tone sufficiently loud to be heard in the centre 
of the pit. The house is badly contrived for 
distinct hearing from the boxes, and indeed 
the whole to an Englishman, accustomed to 
well-lighted theatres, dress circles, and good 
acting, appears an execrable concern. I must 
not forget to mention, that the performance 
was for the benefit of an unfortunate Italian 
actress, who had recently fallen into the widow- 
hood of her tenth intrigue, with a family of 
seven children dependent on fa^ professional 
exertions. 

Setting out once more from the Rua Nova, 
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up the banks of the river^ you cross by a 
bridge of boats to a town in appearance not 
much smaller than Oporto itself. This is 
Villa Nova ; to the westward of which^ beneath 
a hill, are several detached houses forming 
the market town of Gaya. Here in former 
times stood CaQa or Cale (in the Antonine 
Itinerary, the last) ; and Oporto, being after- 
wards built on the opposite bank, as affording 
a more convenient station for ships, was called 
Portus Cale, from which, by a change of 
letters, Portugal came to be the name of the 
whole kingdom *'. The foundation of Cale is 
ascribed to the Phcenicians, which may possibly 

* Isaac Vo88iu8> in his " Observations on the Second 
Book oi Pomponius M^la ", deriFes it from the CaUaid, 
the present Gallidans. The same author remarks^ that in 
'' The Chronicle of the Gothic Kings " in Isidorus^ it is 
called Portucula^ but in " The Chronicle of Idatius **, 
Portucale. The writers of the middle age universally 
between Portugal and Lusitania. 
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be litortfect ; altldough I am more indined te 
illfeif '6pfiiiott who thiidc that it was origpnallj 
fbirtlded by the Gaub^ and named after fhem 
Portu^ • Gaflorum. The derivation given fct 
Lnsitahia is involved in no less obscurity *, and 
aftei* all is a matter of no momdnt ; but as I 
know your partiality for this kind of reseaxtk, 
i seftd you the following extract, which It 
good-naturfed fat friar (ycleped Friar John, 
and celebrated for playing the best game of 
billiards in Oporto) was at the pains to tran- 
scribe for me. 

'^ Lusitania nomen accipit a Luso Liberi 
patris filio, et Lysa ejusdem Liberi ^ocio cam 
Luso Bacchante, unde nunc a Luso Lusitania, 
nimc a Lysa Lysitania vocatur.**— ^L. Andrei 
Resendius. 

Part of the foundations of the old town are 

m 

* Varro^ as quoted by PIiny> Lib. III. c. l.> derives 
it from ludus^ or Xu^^yi, the fury of the Bacchantes. 



fsp the river to^^i^ds. th^ Bridge pf Aoats^ ik^ 
<eurqle of the view \^ qoxof^etM Q^ thU skleil^r 
^tammtdxy, buUt on a high; wd aiteep Jb^ 
i¥}ii(^ bQuods ViUa Npva m th^ e^t^inrari. 
.These two townsy Villa Nova aod Gaya^ «i:e 
supposed to contain 18^000 inhahitanta, chiefly 
of the lower orders. The qurrevt pf the 
Duedro ia extremely rapid^ running at the rate 
of two miles and a half an hour. It is navi- 
gable for twenty-five leagues^ as &r as Joa6 
de Pesqueira. In Spain I understand it is a 
gentle stream^ its turbulence beginning in Por- 
tugal which it .enters at Mirfmdia de Duero 
the northern boundary of the kingdom, and 
from this point the current bec<»nes contracted 
and Airious from the rocks which straiten it 
o^ both sides. The province pf Eptre Douro 6 
Minho is esteejned the most fertjle of any in 
Portugal ; and if wqfi a prpverb, that you could 

D 2 



altafalxixtis fliade in tke padMaddles 
pressed uneqpiallf on the backs of tiie misiUm, 
Md "it mu ni^t before I arrived art; Am»* 
Miidie, onljr^bur leagues distant fimn Band- 
fiel# Hem I jwei'Ped a billet upon a ccfmcMit, 
ttd 'presented it to a friar wbe was enjoying 
iibe cool evening air at one of its smafler «ft» 
trances. He directed me to repair to an 
arched gateway^ which> he said, should be 
opened as soon as the prior had given his 
sanction. In a few minutes the great gates 
were drawn back, and another firiar with a 
bbfidng torch in his hand presented himself as 
my conductor through a dreary descending 
passage, from the roof of wMeh the dsonp was 
trickling fest, and which led to an irnie^ court 
where the convent stables were. The time of 
night, my own loneliness, for my servant had 
not arrived with the baggage, the gbomof 
the vault <^ugh which we piissed> the \if^ 



' I I was present at a fair a day or two ago^ 
¥rhich was held at Montezinhos^ a li£tle temi 
on the ooasty about six mHes from Oporto;^ 
There seemed to be plenty of good^umoUi) 
in circulation^ but no fire-eaters, no coiijurorsy 
no tenders of quack medicines, in short, no 
/im ; nor do I think the Portuguese have 
any word expressive of all that we understand 
by it. Hiere were some clumsy attempts at 
dancing, in which the muleteers were the 
most accomplished performers, having, I sup- 
pose, m their intercourse with Spain, become 
familiar with the steps and attitudes of the 

Odiiu jaeentet exdtat, 
£t somiieleiitos increpat. 
Callus n^iantes arguit. 
Grallo canente, spes redit, 
]E^n& salus reftuiditar^ 
Mucro latronis conditiir, 
Lapris fides reyertitiir« 
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bolero and fandango. Some of the peasant 
women from the Minho were present, whose 
broad brimmed hats and parti-coloured gaSV 

* « 

ments formed an agreeable contrast to the 
mournful capotas of the city. 

MAY SI. 

I have just returned from an excuraon ta 
Braga, which I made in company vnth Mr. 

, a merchant residing at LongstaflFTs. 

The distance from this city to Braga is eigh,t 
leagues, which we performed very pleasan€y 
in about as many hours. We passed tihfrottgh 
a charming country, the eye rising every 
where on a scene of richness. The only dis* 
agreeable part of the journey, was being con- 
demned to the back of a tall skittish old 
mule, surmounted by a saddle peaked before 
and behind, and having two wooden Boxes 
appended thereto instead of stirrup-irons. 
On our arrival, we were served at the Es- 



triage 3vith ^ tolerable diimer> for which ,W9 
Yi^te charged^ heii^ Engjiish^ an intolerable 
price* 

Braga is situated in a beautiful and broad 
valley^ well clothed with cork«trees and orange- 
orchards. It has a cathedral; and a little 
without the town there is the churich .mo^ 
nastery of St. Fructuoso. The Escriyaao 
of the place, pointed out some few antiqui- 
ties which he said were the remains of a 
temple dedicated to Isis^ which is very pno- 
hable^ as this was the Augusta 3raccarum of 
the R(Hnans> and we know how prevalent the 
Egyptian superstition was^ both at Rome and 
its colonies *• 

The Portuguese historian^ Manoel Faria de 

^ The Braccarians were originally a Libyan people^ 
and are said to have migrated into Portugal from the 
banks of the river Braccada^ not far from Carthage^ at 
a period before any connected history begins. 
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0f jA beautiful stream, called the Taqtega^ 
wludi J6 erased by a remarkably neat bridge 
Wikm 3ight of the oonvent gate. It has der 
^yed 'it^ name of Amaranthe from the X^ar 
TOa^aQtiBi, who were anciently settled here* 
Previously to quitting the convent^ I {wd a 
^t to the kitchen, where such substantial 
|)reparations were going forward as fully as- 
serted the claim of its hospitable inmates t0 
the title of bons vivans. Through the qen- 
ire of the kitchen flowed a stream of water, 
grated at both ends^ in which some fine carp 
ivere enjoying themselves during the diort 
time they had to live. The cooks wiere all 
friars of subordinate degree, and the efi&ct of 
seeing these unshod sons of St. Domingos go 
through the manual exercise of the culinary 
art;^ was irresistibly comic. As I mounted my 
horse, the waiting friar above mentioned stood 
at the portal and softly ejaculated '^ Pel' lunor 



de Decs!* The hint ivjur liecewtoy, asi 
should never have presumed to limult the di^ 
nity of the order by depositing my nrite" •With 
ime of the meanest of its sons* I slipped a 
dollar into the fHar^s hand^ received a fl^od^ 
b^^ctions^ and rode forwards. 

The country between Amaranthe and La- 
mego was really enchanting ; oranges and 
lemons were in many places oveiiianging the 
road. At Mezamfrio I halted an hour during 
tiie no(m-^tide heat> and found for the first 
time distinctive marks of an invading army. 
Descending towards the Duero by a road sur- 
rounded (m every side with vineyards, after a 
league of sunny travelling, I passed the river 
and reached Lamego. Here I found part of 
a British division quartered. It was also a 
hospital ' station, which rendered it a difficult 
matter to obtain a billet. . From the splen- 
dour of the address which appeared on the 

E 2 
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« 

one I received from the J viz de Fora, vi& 
" Ao 111"'** SenV &e. I drew a good onoen^ 
but such a house^ such an iUustriam Senor, 
such a garret assigned me for a quarter, as 
\irill cure me of having faith hereafter in any 
but worst auguries ! Here, for the first time^ 
I essayed the softness of my travdUmg bed, 
as my illustrious patron either would not^ or 
could not, accommodate me with one. 

The next morning, when anxious in the ex- 
treme to proceed onwards, I had to encounter 
a cruel disappomtmeiK^my howe was lame j 
and I had time, more than enough, during 
two days of unpleasant detention, to vi«t 
every comer of the town. Lamego (Lame^^ 
cum) is one of the most ancient cities of Por- 
tugal, and the seat of a bishop who resides 
here. In this city it was that the king AI-^ 
phonzo Henrique, son of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and so famous in history for the signal 



LBTTBR IV; 53 

victory he obtained over five Moorish kings 
at the battiie of Ourique^ held the famous a&-» 
sembly cff the states at which the succession 
was settled m his &nuly. The dty is sur- 
rounded on every side by mountains, and sil^ 
ver mines were formerly worked in its height 
bourhood*. 

The remainder of the route to head-quarters 
lay through a barren and ruined country. This 
part of the province of Beira, naturally infertile, 
has been subject to aU the ravages of war* 
A tlun and squalid population, houses in 
ruins, fields under no cultiu-e, presented on 
every side a mournful uniformity of misery. 
In some places through which I passed, not a 

* '* The Atttiquitiea of Lamego" were written and 
published by Roderic Perez circa annum udxxxvi, a 
work very highly extolled by Roderic de Cunha in his 
*' Historia dos Arcebispos de Lisboa ", but which I have 
never-b^n able to obtain. 



54 LETTER IV. 

bit of bread was to be obtained. One nigbt, 
near to Moimenta de Beira, I took up quaf* 
ters in an est alage. The only room in it w^j» 
a long chamber^ like a coaclnnaker's lofl*^ 
built over the stables. The wretched-looking 
inhabitants were huddling round a few em- 
bers at one extremity, and simmering som6 
oil and water in an earthen pot, which, pouted 
over some slices of Indian com bread, com- 
posed their supper. With great difficulty 
and not without producing some pt^ttas, I 
procured a morsel of dried salt fish, which 
goes under the general name of bacalha6« 
Com for the cattle I had with me, and the 
inn aiTorded Indian straw. At dusk a bri- 
gade of mules arrived, and shortly afterwards, 
eight or ten wild, strapping muleteers ascend- 
ed the loft, and began arranging their beds 
for the night. They are always well supplied 
with blankets, which they require in the day 
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time for Aeir mules, and a $traw packrsaddle 
h ever at hand for a pillow. The host and 
his family now stretdhed themselves on the 
floor before the embers,- the muleteers soon 
began a nasal concert in the middle, while 
myself and servant had our cribs at the farther 
end of the apartment* Sleep was out of the 
queatipn; the snoring sons of labour above, 
the ui^asy and contentiou3 beasts below, were 
greater foes to sleep than ever Macbeth was, 
.and metfaought the day seemed never yet so 
slow in breaking. 

On the following day, passing through Pin* 
hel, another sombre town, I descended upoii 
the Coa by a wild and mountainous track, 
and after a short ascent on the other bank, 
had the fortress of Almeida before me, distant 
one league from the river, and six leagues 
from the town I have just mentioned* As I 
approached the ditches of the ramparts I 



^wld a9t Iwt be^ «u|>w^ end imiis(9d ixfidi 
thp number amUm^oess of the Imrdf;^ \fhii^ 
irare gwalioUiiig in the swndime just ISkeU 
mmj playful ldU&[^, while w>me of diem 
were certainly not less in size* Had the ^gie 
i)f philters !not gone by^ methinks there wert^ 
sufficient here to dbarm all the worlds Wi 
could the most arrant witch of Thessaly hW0 
deiired sleeker or plumper animals. At the 
g^te of the fortress I was stopped by the o^ 
ficer of the guard with the usual formalitiesi 
and two soldiers were sent to escort use. .to 
the gov^nor. Passang through an anlieHroom 
Vhere some orderlies were in wailwigt I 
knocked at the door of the Governor's clofiet^ 
entered, and began giving some mcmt of 
myself in execrable Portuguese^ when obr 
serving bim smiloi I broke out with a '' Praj^, 
do you speak J^nglish V ''I havQ the honqi^ , 
to be an £lngli$;hnian^" was the reply '' aad; 



me to day.** The Gorenior i» Otdcmd^ lie 
Mesurier^ and being dressed in PbrtH^ti^se 
unybrniji ^diile the garrison itself dispbyed 
npUB but native troops^ my mistake wils not 
so inexcusable. At dinner I met Don Jidian 
Saacbez^ the Guerrilla dueftain^ a &k6, wdl 
wUdsiered looking soldier : ^' O ! si sic omnes."* 
Here I had an opportunity of comparing 
the two languages as far as regards the sound, 
being content to catch a tithe of the sense. 
ITiere were at table several officers of distin- 
guished rank, as well Portuguese as Spanish. 
In hearing the language of the first spoken 
widiout understanding what is said, the tempt- 
ation to laugh is irresistible — at least I found 
it so. Not so with the Spanish, which is 
grand and sonorous, and seems to confer an 
elevation of character upon the speaker. A 
Portuguese, besides his grimaces and high and 
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low tones, is dilatory and even drawling in his 
speech ; the Spaniard prompt, energetic, and 
precise. 

We have a courier attached to the gar- 
rison, who takes on the letters to Celorico, 
lyheire he meets the post from head-quarten 
to Lislxm. I shall send this under cover t9 

Ddy friend , and request it may be fcr-- 

warded by the first trader or transport^ as 
being too bulky for the regular conveyance. 



». .» 
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ALMSIDA^ JULY 30.' 

My life is now but a stupid chronicle of break- 
&sis^ and dinners^ and sleep. I cannot express 
half the vexation I feel at being immured in 
this vile garrison, while our troops, by all ac- 
counts, are in full march upon Madrid. Often 
dp I say— 

but all to no purpose* The news of the battle 
on the 21st instant, fought near Aripeles, in 
the neighbourhood of Salamanca, will have 
reached you before tMs arrives. All that we 



k^tpF^iaf I prSlQll^ \si^ 1^ a gkHcioiis victory faas 
q{C)]i|ing^d our SMTtna^ aod that Marmont was 
c§C3ri^,dff iwoiiin^§d frrai the Md. The Lis^ 
bpn m9l o£ Uhm<xnfi^yr vnll bring us the Poi^ 
tiigM^si^ accpmit ; but it is to the Londcm 
p^>^a^ fre mu§(t ]ook fixr a det«L The French 
fiQ^fm^B jsixe pouring down upon us. The 
Spmiaxds have treated them^ by all aocounts,' 
ivith a most revolting cruelty during tiie mandi 
from Salamanca, and the joy of the poor fello« 
was unbounded when they were delivered into 
the custody of the Portuguese. A French 
officer told me^ and I had it confirmed in ybt 
nous ways^ that if any of the prisoners through 
&tigue lagged behind in the route, th^ were 
immediately bayoneted. This spirit of reta^ 
liation is the damning spot of the PeniMiAyr 
war&ze. The Uves of ten thousand, or twka 
ten thoosand lost in a hardr^bogbt fieU^ ex- 
cites not half the emotion which the mind feds 



at the Gold*blooded massacre of rfeir dUfyiiM^ 
Itts bemga. The '' urar to th^ knife '^ ^Meh 
the BpoEDards have pveelfifataed; is (»f ^Ifae^aaiiie 
character with lliat of the toihaha^^k ittkd 
scalfiaig 1nu& of the savage* In ^veral ppth 
damations of the supreme junta, irhidi vr^ref 
puhEshed in 1810-11, tiie knife is partictdarlj 
recomrneaded as a proper instrument in tiie 
exterminatian of the French, and is classed 
aBiong the ^* «mas blancas ** — such as swordi 
and taajonets ; and, in the account of an iis 
surreetion of some of the inhabitants of Madrid 
against tbe French troc^ in 1808, the sue 
cess of the Spaniards is ascribed mainly to 
tlKiradroit use of this weapon. The Spaniards 
withstood the enemy — '' on mas annas que 
las teri^ embotadas de picar tobaco.* Owing 
to the kbaidtaess of the gaDant governor of thn 
ganisoD^in ghing me free access toany books 
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kB|^;ji4.pi9lWt is» tiiafc a gknioos victory faoft 
qfqm^ ^nr lyrms^ and that Marnioiit was 
qii7i^,offwoim^ed from the field. TheLis^ 
bou imafl of to-]ii<»rtow wiU bring us the For* 
tij|gup9i9 account ; but it is to the Londtm 
pfpesB we oawt look ior a detail The French 
pcispo^s are pouring down upon us. The 
Spaniards have treated them, by aU accounts^ 
withamost revolting crudly during tiiemaiA 
from Salamanca, and the joy of the poor fdlows 
was unbounded when they were delivered into 
the custody of the Portuguese. A French 
officer told me, and I had it confirmed in va- 
rious ways, that if any of the prisoners through 
fatigue lagged behind in the route, they wore 
unmediately bayoneted. This spirit of reta- 
liation is the damning spot of the Peniwnhr 
war&re. The lives of ten thousand, or twice 
ten thoosand lost in a hard-foq^^ field, ex« 
cites not half the emotion which the mind feels 
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at the cold«blooded massacre of a^^felr dSfeats*^ 
less beings. The '^ Mrar taih^ knife '^ ^Kcdk 
tho BpadiardB bam pr<)dfliitaed^ is cf ^e^tiaiiie 
character ivitfa tJiat of the tmiiabaWk *qA^ 
scaling knife of tbe savage. In dereral pt^ 
damations of tbe supreme junta, irhidi were' 
jHtbEshed in 1610-11, tiie knife is partieulai^y 
reeommeaded as a proper instrument in tile 
exteiminalioin of the French, and is classed 
aaoong the ^* mrmas blancas "* — such as swords 
and bayonets ; and, in the account of an ii^ 
svrreetbn ^f some of the inhabitants of Madrid 
against tbe French ttoopti in 1808, the suo 
cess of the Spaniards is ascribed mainly io 
their adrmt use c^ this weapon. The Spaniards 
nBthstocd the enemy — *' sin mas armas que 

« 

las tai^qas ^mbotadas de picar tobaco.*^ Owing 
to the kmdtiess of tibe gaDant governor of ths 
garnson, in giving me free access to any books 
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6t docnments in Ins possession, which may 
enable me to form a right judgment as to the 
character of the war, I have devoted a good 
deal of leisure to the perusal of political 
pamphlets and manifestoes circulated during 
the first stages of this momentous struggle. 
Though the greater part of these contains 
much violent ebullition of patriotic sentiment, 
yet it is evident, from their own confessions, 
that they were addressed to a people far from 
being cordial or united in the great cause of 
freedom. Since that period they are more 
than ever reconciled to the yoke, and whether 
at last they will be roused to stand forward as 
nlen, or prefer being handed down to posterity 
as slaves, the present advance of our army 
into the interior will afford an opportunity of 
determining. I have been amused thii» morn- 
ing in conning over the pamphlet of one Ma- 
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nuel Freyre ; the title*page> which is face^ousf^ 
x}\xxs thus :— 

^ *'. Hemedio y Preservativo contre el mal Frances, 
De que adolece Parte de la Nacion £6pal^j 
Escribialo Don Manuel Freyre 
(Annotado honrosamente en la Lista sanguinaria de 

Bonaparte) ". 

The " mox daturos progeniem vitiosiorem " 
gi Horace^ finds in this writer a very ing^emous 
commentator. Speaking of the character of 
the Frencli, he reasons thus — '^ Y si la raza 
humana sin freno crece siempre en vicios, d)e 
inodo que los hijos son peores que sus padres; 
guiles seran los hijos de los Antrop6fagos Ja- 
<sobino$ ? " He goes on to admit that a great 
part of the Spaniards have very FraM^ifiad 
potions, and indulges himself in a pathetic 
lam^t on their backwardness in the good 
pmse. Next come the '' remedies ", of which 
the following are a sample ; — '^ A rigorous 
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ceMonUp of all French works admitted into 
Spain * ; and he considers the Holy Inqnisi^ 
lioQ as the best judge in this particular :— * 
'^ The erection of monuments in all parts of 
Spain; some to commemorate the deeds of 
Spanirii patriots, and some the enormities com- , 
mitted by the French.'' '' A medal to be 
stnrck which shall pass for current money, 
having on one side an armed Pallas trampling 
under foot a Fury (the hcmest authw himself 
for example), and then as a motto — ^' Gallia 
victa, regnante Fernando Septimo." On the 
other side he proposes some such derice as a 
^ king and a dragon " (why not a cock and a 
bull?) with '' Fides Gallica.'' But I think 
you mnst be sur£eited with 1^ ^' Remedies et 



* In another patriotic pamphlet the Rrendi are treat* 
ed with very little ceremony — '' Bandidos 8oii> no giusr- 
'rer68; — monatmoa feroQe8> no hombres^ oontrekequalei. 



* I muat now give you some Mttle account of 
tlw -garrison* More than two-ilnrds of the 
town is in niins^ and the houses which do 
Tmnain affixrd little more than hare shelter. In 
the one which I occupy^ I am indebted to 
« some tarpaulins as a security from the rain^ 
aid which has^ in spite of all precautions^ more 
than once orerflooded me. Massena opened 
his trenches against this fortress on the 15th of 
August 1810. On the 26th, eleven batteries 
commenced theur destructive fire. The gar« 
rison consisted of 5000 men. On the 27th 
llie large powder magazine in the citadel blew 
up^ with terrific explosion. Half the artjllery, 
and a great many of the inhabitants, who had 

todos los medios de venganza^ todos los caminhos de 
esterminio^ por horribles y sin exemplo que se los 

« 

siifKHKBa, eaten adtorizados en -la eqoidad^ y ea lajus- 
tiria I!" . What wwlA the enUghfesncd Vattel have said 
to this? 
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there sought shelter from the shot and shells^ 
perished. Massena^ upon the reduction of this 
important fortress^ advanced into Portugal^ 
Lord Weffington retiring before him on the 
Cohnbra road. 

There is no society here but that of the 
Portuguese officers, which is very so so. In 
Enghsli, we muster as follows;— the go- 
vernor, an officer of the medical department, 
and three of the commissariat. The pr^ent 
garrison consists of two Portuguese regiments 
and some dismounted cavalry. About the 
middle of last month a very fine regiment, 
the 7th Ca9adores, marched through, and in 
which were several British officers. Their 
situation, however, seems far from being an 
enviable one ; the manners and habits of the 
Portuguese bemg so opposite to ours tbat 
little friendly association can subsist between 
the two. They have no common mess, and 
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their only general meeting is that which takes 
place on parade. The esprit du corps^ there- 
fore^ which confers such a marked character 
upon British regiments^ must not he expected 
here^ and the only amceiyable bond of union 
must arise from the consciousness of their be- 
ing embarked in a common cause^ wherein 
they are resolved to do their duty ; but to 
the priv... rdaaoo. and fn^ .^p.*ie.. 
which ought to > subast between fellow-men 
encountering the same dangers, they seem 
cpmpletely estranged. The Portuguese, how- 
ever, are not without their virtues ; they are 
^atefiil, both for the real assistance we have 
afforded them, and for the knowledge they 
have acquired from us as to the movement of 
armies, and indeed of the whole routine of 
military tactics. The docility with which they 
have submitted to be taught, cannot too highly 
be commended ; and had the Spaniards been 

f2 
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there sought shelter from the shot and shells^ 
perished. Massena^ upon the reduction of this 
important fortress, advanced into Portugal, 
Lord Wellington retiring before him on the 
Coimbra road. 

There is no society here but that of the 
Portuguese officers, which is very so so. In 
English, we muster as follows;— tiie go- 
vernor, an officer of the medical department, 
and three of the commissariat. The present 
garrison consists of two Portuguese regiments 
and some dismounted cavalry. About the 
middle of last month a very fine regiment, 
the 7th Ca9adores, marched through, and in 
which were several British officers. Their 
situation, however, seems far from being an 
enviable one ; the manners and habits of the 
Portuguese being so opposite to ours that 
little friendly association can subsbt between 
the two. They have no common mess, and 
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their only general meeting is that which takes 
place on parade. The esprit du corps^ there- 
fore^ which confers such a marked character 
upon British regiments^ must not be expected 
here^ and the only conceivable bond of union 
must arise from the consciousness of their be- 
ing embarked in a common cause^ wherein 
they are resolved to do their duty ; but to 
the private relations and friendly sjrmpathies^ 
which ought to , subsist between fellow-men 
encountering the same dangers, they seem 
completely estranged. The Portuguese, how- 
ever, are not without their virtues ; they are 
grateful, both for the real assistance we have 
afforded them, and for the knowledge they 
have acquired from us as to the movement of 

s 

»mies, and indeed of the whole routine of 

> 

military tactics. The docility with which they 
have submitted to be taught, cannot too highly 
be commended ; and had the Spaniards been 

f3 
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of the same humble mind^ they would have 
presented a respectable army in the fields in- 
stead of a band of ragamuffins. 

It is entirely to Marshal Beresford that the 
Portuguese are indebted for being what they 
are. He has been to them what the Count de 
Lippe was in former times, the creator of a 
regular army out of a heap of confusion. To 
effect this he was compelled to have recourse 
to measures of severity^ which shocked at 
first the pride of the nation. The command 
of regiments had generally been reserved fot 
those of noble families^ without any regard to 
their military talents. Boys^ and even in- 
fants^ as sons of fidalgos^ were gazetted to va- 
rious ranks. The attention of their new 
leader was soon called to such abuses; and 
some of Lord Beresford's early general orders 
contain such notices as these : — " 111™ Seiior 
, Major of , is superseded in his 
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command^ not being able to write his name** ; 
_fc ijimo gggQj. ^ Capita© of , is 

also superseded^ having been seen embracing 
a common soldier, to the subversion of mili- 
tary disciplined &c, 

I picked up an anecdote the other day, 
which I thought laughable. It was at the 
Governor's table, on the feast of St. Anthony, 
the patron saint of the Portuguese. — When 
the people of this nation threw off the Spa- 
nish yoke, the entire success of the enterprise 
was attributed to the plenary protection of 
St. Anthony; and the new king (John IV.) 
was compelled to declare his saintship geye- 
ralissimo of his armies. The monarch, they 
say, blushed to countenance the superstition, 
but was obliged to meet the wishes of an en- 
thusiastic people who had just presented 
him vrith a crown. The bust of the saint 
was accordingly carried in solemn prbcession ; 



70 LETTER V. 

and being placed at the head of the anny, 
was, with a most unexampled celerity of pro- 
motion, endued successively with the uniforms 
and insignia of the various grades. He was 
first made Corporal St Anthony, Seijeant St 
Anthony, Capitad St Anthony, and then Ge- 
neralissimo St Anthony. The bust was al- 
ways carried at the head of the troops. AD 
orders were issued in his name. But, alas! 
in the first rencontre with the enemj in the 
neighbourhood of Sabugal, a fatal shot carried 
away St Anthony's head! Universal terror 
ipmrfiately pervaded the r^b, «>d fl« An. 
pfe Portuguese paid for their superstition at 

■ 

the price of a total defeat 

The country round Almeida is one uni- 
formly arid and rocky plain, extending, with 
little variety or relief, as far as the eye can 
reach, except on the side towards the Coa 
and on that towards the north, where the 
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prospect is bounded by the dismantled town of 
Castel Rodorigo^ built on a faille and distant 
three leagues from the garrison. The first 
Spanish town of any note is Ciudad Rodorigo^ 
distant six leagues; and the nearest village 
is that of Aldea de TObispo*, The conti- 
guity of two rival people^ one would have 
thought^ arguing from the natural love of su- 

emulation and industry on either side; but 
the advantage is altogether with the Spa- 
niard. A rumiing stream forms the boundary 
of the two countries. On the Portuguese 
bank is the wretched village of Val-de-la- 
Mula^ inhabited by a few squalid beings ; on 
the opposite shore> and at the distance of a 
mile^ is the wealthy and populous village of 

* Aldea de I'Obispo, "Village of the Bishop." Aldca 
may be derived from the Greeks a^aUu, the same as 
KiiiATi, " a village"^ is derived from KUfuillu, 
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Aldea« Here the fann-houses are excellent, 
the church well kept, and the mhabitants to- 
tally differing both in features and costume. 

A few evenings ago I rode over to the said 
Aldea, for the purpose of purchasing some 
wheat-straw, which the Spaniards chop very 
small, and give to their cattle as forage. As 
it was Sunday, and a saint's day to boot, such 
a propitious conjunction could not be allowed 
to pass without some more than wonted fes- 
tivity. Upon arriving at the village-green, I 
found two rustic senoras and their partners, 
who were moving in the lazy mazes of the 
fandango, accompanied by castanets. The 
village damsels were arranged on one side of 
a square^ and before them stood the Orpheus 
of the place^ bandy-legged, and lame like the 
great Tyrtaeus, and attired in the usual cos- 
tume of slouch hat and chocolate-coloured 
vest. He sung and played at the same time. 
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His only instrument was a kind of wooden 
drum^ like a tambourin, but square, and ap- 
parently solid, though hollow and filled with 
something which increased the sound. This 
instrument is probably some remains of the 
EOTti«. sistrun,, wMch .^ usudly emW- 
lished, if I recollect> with the figure of a cat. 
Even this device the Spaniards might assume 
with a local propriety ; for the Sierra de Gata 
(Cat Mountains) are in this neighbourhood. 
At a little distance from this festive group 
were a number of Spaniards, mostly aged, 
who seemed as intent on the dance as though 
they had been solving a problem. After tak- 
ing chocolate with the Senor Padre (the 
priest), I returned to Almeida just as the 
gates were closing for the night. 
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8T. PBDRO DB BIO 8EC0, NOV. 15*. 

The disastrous turn which our affairs have 
taken must already^ in part^ be known in 
England. Bad news is a quick traveller. 
Fourteen days ago^ and had any one hinted 
the probability of a retreat^ he would have 
been regarded as one whose untoward nature 
it wa3 to draw the worst auguries from the 
£urest prospects. Nay^ had it rained stones^ 
or had an ox spoken from the governor's win- 
dow^ the portent would never have disturbed 
our confidence. 

On the 1st instant I had gone over to Pin- 
hel^ a neighbouring town^ to be present at 

* The Letters between July 30th and November 
]5th contained nothing worth transcribing. 
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the annual fair. On the following day a cou- 
rier arrived, bringing me a note from the go- 
vemor, countermanding some commissions, 
and concluding with — *^ Head-quarters are at 
Vafladolid, and our army in full retreat" I 
lost no time in returning to Almeida, anxious 
to learn what I could of the true state of af- 
fairs. 

On the 3d, a letter was received from head- 
quarters, then at Rueda, desiring that ar- 
rangements should be immediately made by 
the governor and commissariat for the recep- 
tion of 6000 sick. About the 7th they began 
to pour down in great numbers, having been 
hurried off from the hospitals in VaUadoM 
and Salamanca as fast as transports could be 
collected. This village of St. Pedro, distant 
four miles from Almeida, and possessing a 
large church, was soon fixed upon as the most 
convenient place for a temporary hospital. I 
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took up my residence here on the 6th. The 
greatest part of the village being in ruins^ 
there was little to choose among the habita- 
tions which were standing — all being equally 
wretched. At length I found one which af- 
forded a small room detached from the family 
apartment^ and which now serves as salon^ 
office^ and bed-chamber. 

A great number of the medical and pur- 
veyor's department arrived on the following 
day, and before night the church was nearly 
filled with the sick and wounded. Next day 
it became literally crammed fiiU, as every hour 
brought in a considerable arrival. From day- 
break to dusk I am incessantly engaged in 
attending to the applications of officers in 
charge of parties, and requiring transports, 
provisions, or other assistance. When the 
fatigues of the day are over, StaflP-surgeon 
K , and Mr. , one of the purveyors. 
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are my regular guests at dinner^ when we so* 
lace ourselves with gin-twist and segars. Our 
viands are not of a very costly description^ nor 
of any extensive variety. Each day sees the 
table spread with a wooden bowl of rioe-soup 
and a lump of tough beef; but we eat it with 
thankfulness^ and never fail to recollect what 
a sweet morsel such a piece would have been 
to many a poor fellow during the retreat. 

K is a German^ exceedingly tall and 

spare in his person^ extravagantly fond of his 
pipe, which he calls his '' wife'', and possessed 
of a vast fund of humorous anecdote. A few 
nights ago, as we were sitting in triumvirate 
conviviality, a soldier entered to say that a 
lady was vrithout, desirous of seeing me. 
The night was dark, and the rain descending 
in torrents, when^ in a lane at no great dis- 
tance from my quarters, I found a cavalcade 
consisting of a female on horseback, another 
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on a mule with an infant in her arms, and a 
b&t-man leading a baggage animal. One of 
the £»aaales addressed me with an unnecessary 
apology, and stated herself to be the wife of 
Staff«urgeon • She had been travel- 
ling since break of day without knowing whi- 
ther; her husband, who was on duty, having 
felled to overtake her on the road. She was 
drenched with rain and nearly famished; the 
whole party having had nothing but two bis- 
cmts amongst them during the day. I con- 
ducted them to my billet, where the miserable 
fire of the inhabitants was soon kindled into 
a flame, and fed from time to time with hay 
and straw; for of wood there was none but 
what was too green for prompt burning. 
While they were drying their dripping gar- 
ments, my servant was all alacrity in pre- 
paring some firied coUops ; and honest K , 

forsaking his pipe, insisted on being allowed 
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to stand cook for the infant. There was 
plenty of white bread and goats'-milk in the 
house^ which the culinary skill of the doctor 
soon converted into excellent p^. While 
this was gomg forward, I went in search of 

the Juiz, to endeavour to procure them a 

• 

quarter for the night This was no easy mat- 
ter, every place being full, and the night so 
advanced that the doors of every house were 
dosed. At length we discovered one occu- 
pied by a corporal and four men belonging to 
an escort, who were content to relinqmsh 
their room and fire, upon my engaging to 
send them a canteen of rum to assist them in 
wearing away the night in an adjoining shed. 
I can scarcely describe one half of what I 
have seen and felt during my residence in this 
viUage. Imagme to yourself the sufferings of 
the poor sick and wounded fellows dragged 
along in open bullock-carts, under an almost 
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incessant xrai; some of them with their 
womids festering from want of being dressqd^r 
and all nearly famished with hmiger. A 
great many died in the carts, and a still 
greater number, unable to endure the^ tor- 
tures of being dragged along over roads sq 
Tugged, crept out and died by the way<«ide. 
One would naturally suppose, that scen^ 

« 

like these would sofien the minds of the su^ 
ferers into a mutual sympathy and tender 4er . 
sir^ of imparting relief, as far as they had the 
abifity; but from what I saw mys^lfi .and, 
heard from others, very little of thia g^n^rons^. 
feeling existed; while some, urged cm^by.pf^.^ 
and hunger, evinced a ferocity of nature, <^ 
the thoughts of which humsu^ty sbkens^ : It i 
is fearfnl to think that the pangs of dea^ • 
were rendered more bitter to many hy tl^e i 
eager contention of the survivors to ,bec<»A# 
possessed of any little article of prop^r^ 
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whkh-ihe esq^ring saBSsret nugbb iHwe dbovl 
Inn, mch as a fiart, handlardud^ or a fieee 
ei Hxxat In fione mskaoca death nw 

icoekiactBd • to obt^iii ilmn* » K 

told Hie. of a ciicuinstaoce whidi came mi^ 
der fak own observation. A poor teSum 
was l]^mg in tiie hospital at tJus place, whoae 
k^. had been amputated. A mortificatimi 
ensued, and many hours could not hove 
ehpaed before desA, in its natural course, 
must have put a period to his misery. It 

was in the morning when K told the 

suftrer that he could not survive twenty-four 
boom* Visitii]^ the hoqpiitals towards even- 
ing, he was suxpriaed at not discovering his 
palieiit; and upon nkaking enquiry from the 
itteodants, was informed they had j.ust buried 
Vbol Sib^ecting seme foul play, he had the 
body taken i^, and discovered such marks of. 
fiolenoo about the tiumit as My confirmed 
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\m wspicioiuu A fev didlan yrbach 
fortwate mm.wm knomi to poiseis, had led 
aome of his comrades to the perpefmAm of 
this ataocity, but ndioibe miscceaiits ummmnlai 
xwmr h0 dJscOYeredk. Tfaejs themnliGea ptih 
baUgi^tSiundved not. many daya; loDthftSKHW 
taliky vrMMjagaxg ooa. Aa.SQa& aa ii^^t icte 
in» the vjolves, . which axe. ouineEods ia. thpi 
pmrt, ptowl about m^dto'im^iaaid.fuicUbfiiBft^ 
DQore.the bQdieafH>m.theflludkw.gil8iaea.Bdi|dk 
are hastily, acobpedottl'iaqeeeite^theiBui i.> 

t ' • •! 

I HAD Bo timft ta fln^ nq^lbtteiiMiRio Seo^ 
it ba^ss indeed but too mafLy^ maifas of tihoi 
haste in wliick it nr^a imitteRy 9&d V foa» ytyu^ 
\vfll b^ pii(E2lad tadeei^he^ it I mtxamA- 
hitherxui the, Iflt^, the hmpital haraig bMi^ 
deased as ezpeditioualytas poaBih)0> undsr ^Asi 
t)iat the KvHidi wnikd' pums. uii 
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M6P«HU|fid. AlrAnbff tta66 iuMi ta;mf bl^ 
dfflJlil iififMlfa^ Ibr Citidacl Addorfgo tif ete6 

sloed- tifM ^y #e)r6 retiring vtpm SdMnatea;- 

inM iHiltMr d^MMniMMft. Tno ot' Huee dufi 
aftet Hfifr, I tieo^dd' otddni to iMkrei- iaywii 
at ViftV l^drfiinift, k t^D^e ftbdtffr two W^^tHel 
fr^ttt f!fte gdrr^y for ^ ^yttifpMe Of {la^Miili'' 
te^fAi^ tli« supplf of the Spanish aii^y/WldA 
^ii«v«D BidVie hj^ ^MAdm thrMgh AAt pboe, 

ladmmth lnica%- had' fibeaidy anivied titef«(' 
Imt io pvoenvfr d^r itaest dff spiiib wtt kapos^ 
siUe; €)» ctvll^ig iSie Incoil to be clepc4CMt< 
i»1iMl^hiitGi^ Ihe'gTedtei' pttN) wa# diiH^bt'e^ 
ttf> M iiriv htotcS siMsr;* a «lftiBiiMftiod' ikg> 

o 2 
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upfifotn'tthe Dmn in open ofiFto^ and cipoMii 
dtwing^thejdx dayg' of passagOf toan inoesaanb 
mxL Tbe^fii^^viBiQn of the SpanidL army:, 
arrimd idioirtly:. atkawaa^, and msner hitid ;b]^ 
tbeirii^mplakxts ivhen they &nnd miciii nubciiv; 
aUe «»itairt»iraneDt I penmtted their ctaimiih! 
S0m» to select the bert of the Hamt^ h9fmg\ 
tliftt a freah supply would arrive befejre Ao) 
second dj/nisdon maid^ed in ; m this^ hosrevw^i 
I was disappoUited. Tbe troops hivaiiaake4> 
in the streets', as the houses could scarcely coiir^ 
tain a)l the officejrs of the sta£ Large fire^ 
wej^e kindled inunediateLy^ and evexf > flfaied^ 
found empty^ pulled down for the purpose o|£» 
combatting its tindser into fiid. I wa» iaQaansed 
with the Spaniards' mode of xxissmg. Hub 
biscuit allowed to a mess is put into acauldioiij 
of water, vegetables of any kindy eabbi^ieyi 
cnuons, gfrlii^y nay eyea HasAu being addecL 
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WhiBn suffideniiy bofited, die mess isr siini-- 
xaoned l)y a aergeant, and consists of 'fifteen 
or skteen exclusive of two or three Tfomen 
dtid 'diiidren. The women 'being alldwed but 
Iii3f the rstkms which a man receives and a 
child but <me fourth part^ the distribution is 
eftcted in the following equitable manner :•— 
H^ey an form a circle round the cauldron^ each 
furnished with a tin pot and spoon. At the 
first s^al the men advance^ and take out a 
spooitfoL At the second^ the men and wcnnen 
advmiee together. At the third, the men only. 
At the fourth, men, women, and children ; and 
iHeygo on in this order until the whole is eaten 
i3p. 

/ Chi the following day, the second division 
amted, wd the Uscuit having become so hot 
that you coidd scarcely bear your hand on the 
hei^ tiie troops, headed by iheir officers, broke 
oddk inJx> an open riot, forced their way into the 
church, and proceeded to plunder all before 



tliflDL So ioiuriiited did tikfiv scMu that I 

.|R|fit f>refe ixiet vit^ #waow apd wwli. J i«r 
gai^^ tj» gie SpfljDJf^ g)Ba^> ffW*^, apd r^ 

f)io^i4 1»%T^ Br^Ti44 %» wi* ^{«*^i^ <«^^ 

I gave him the best shake-down my pQ^im 
ffff^ts cqst^ld aiPRifd, ippid Jfec^iire^ 401 ^psfie 

pprt of tj^^ retreal} nj^icl^ P^ iW!4<lV' ii^^h 
senntfion, Pad %. ^^p^jpaffrdft l^^eft *t^ ^JP^ 
^i^j; in t(|e. CJfpisp, %, i;^^! |p^ UmiR^ 
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kemu m te, HMCb Hbey #il HMher fliaxiMlvto 
iseiutt ^ Sifndrnor fiidit wis %l(tit^ Atfbr 

AnrtJier tkto tht ftwfice/ it wfl» o yidtt rt- titoi 
fheiie eidsted « gi»ergt kid^SlMM0 Ift ttl Wito- 
tfaer &€( Frandb were Axmk ottt of (SpaiA or 
iAoi£. A gtrfat p«rt of the natiiDn tegtod tbe 
«Mb60lKi one betv9«ai Vnmm ixA ma^mi 

gtMttMhore, and the Punurata isi as^ good d 
tifcftte ftar tvar a0 (die mt of aHf <>th^ coun- 
try/' Bf thai Tt0W of the ca6d, which p«i^i$ 
att9r }mm some tratb in it^afl cixoiiddilBtiocis 
rf: gkdtkodE bisomi^ of cotirfie eatdudiMb l^o 
imia* m » onlp^thejrtlaidt^ t^' furoloi^ Att 
€Qfttesttor tkiAr oim piijndlcse^ Md Itfeoogll 
ItArUq^ Aej^ imid W^«0ttidMsedto*lM^rid 



f^/0)« F)e«EM9b altpgedMTj yet «o Mgihtfy dbn 
«l4^<W3!)bN^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ theycomidQr 

wuat fvay tp obtnia iU bk shorty youmayMje 
^.i^Sprai^id whait a Gieek loaatar was aoi^ 
<{USt€»aQd to (Wjy to a loaiuumtted dmb y^rka 
liad aluised his freedom^ — " Be aslaye, eiuee 
thou knowest not how to be free*" 
. Although pur troops su£^ed much duisog 
the retreat^ yet upon the whde it may he sch 
garded as a very masterly performance, and 
calculated to throw a lustre upon him who is 
the life-blood of the cause, less dazzliiy indeed, 
but more solid perhaps than what attends oa 
victory itself. The enem/s cavalry were mom 
than twice the number of our own; and with 
fJl the ardour of thar national character su« 
peradded to that which pursuit itself insj^resi; 
hovered upon the march, and harassed it ua« 
ceasingly. Much of the privation which our 
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me& suited; iRritli teg»A tiy {thyfM^/WiU 

dodbt, nfW cmijog to b wtAnt of sidH>rJftte96tii 
wifaidi i»io difltotdt to preserve ifl a rtMstib^ 
anny. The def^te <m ttie fiii6 bf iMrdi w<Ni^ 
hme beM loUy tAetfMt td ttiy Mr demima 
OQiidd doe methods have been fimiid toeflfecC 
the distribution of the supplies ; but whSe'th^ 
ifioessant annoyanoe of the enemy rendered 
the transport of provifiions difficult to accom- 
pUsh, the troops themselves were so litde sub* 
ject to strict discipline Aat so long as ihey 
cocdd shooi pigs^ or l)reak into wine-cellars, 
they would not bestow a little pains in pro- 
coring proviaond through the regular channel. 
. On the plains of the Aripeles, it was Lord 
Wellington's derign to draw the French into 
an engttgement, when anodier signal victory 
would doubtless have swelled retreat into 
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IpiBiqpib -Bfit ibe ^nciiqr ihcwed no diipcwi* 
turn 'to iMet di agam cm that ppMd fidd. 
Captain ^t-^-^r**^-^ was one <rf the last of onk 
ia Sflainanca^ ani which he kft just ai the 
Ttmsh vme ^iteiwg hf the tuppoatb gate. 
Previoos to hw departure he wkneased a ha* 
nomoiis iiMtttiee of pditieal t^ghrersatimi. 
The keq>€ar of a. coffee-chouse id the Plaaa^ 
upon our &tfit eirtranee m the summer^ dia* 
idayed oyer his door a board, notifyiiig '' Ca& 
pour lea Offick^a FranfCMs." As sadt an in* 
scription waa no leiiger availaUe t» wiae host 
when we had heconae masters of the eity^ and 
waa at the same time no pleasant neme^to 
of the colour of his patriotism^ he^ with a pve- 
sffltiment ef its future utility^ turned the of- 
fensive side ta the waU^whik a painter waa 
emfdoyed to depict on the other the noyd 
intunation of *^ Good English Coffee Houae." 
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Seftor BcnifiKao was in the act of Btqtaring 
the 8ign4Nmrd to its ori|^al readkg^ as my 

fnend wa<l IflitW^ the- square. *^ EJt 

lino disce omnes*" Next enimmer I fan^ to 
heiyr ^tfae ^Um being tumsd again. 
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' ' ' m^xj, vxcxxiiEE 10^ 1B13. 

Ths day after mjr lart letter was despatched 
to ywt from Almeida^ I receited orders to e<y ' 
ccmpaiiy Deputy Commissary General — -^, 
on a tour of inspection which he was aboutto ' 
make through the cantonments of the army. ^ 
On the evening of the 29th uhimo^ we' set' 
forward from Almeida on our journey, and 
with some difficulty obtained shelter for the 
n%ht in the ruined village of Carvilhal, dis* ' 
taut about three leagues from the passage of - 
tie Coa. This was indeed a place of wretch*' 
edness and desolation. The houses were aU^^ 
either roofless, or rendered otherwise unte-^ 
nantahle by being stripped of their doors and 
window-frames^ which had been burnt fiir 
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fiieL In one of the hoyeb into which we 
peeped^ alliired hy a little light proceeding 
from a decaying fire^ we c&oovered &ur of 
our soldiers lying diead around the hearth^ 
while a fifth was just expiring in a comer. 
T^ we^e of the number, of those who hsA 
been, hurried down from the .fl^adsh: boapi^t 
tab. The Porti:^;ue8e inhabitants did nob 
exceed a doz^i in number, and one of them^ 
whQ officiated as a juiz, shewed us to a staiUe^ 
where we. prepared for passing the night> by 
kiqdling a.fire^ and spreadu^ our bearH^kins 
a$^.t]iear it as possible; the servants, horses, and; 
mules occ^pying , the rest of the interior. I 
skpt as soundly as though reposed on down^ 
notwithstaading the squealmg and kickmg at 
ottr long-eared beasts, and the lengfhened 
ariis * or wrses of the muleteers. It is Ixth 

* The execration which the mnleteen of Spain and 
Psrlaigal use to drive on llieir beavts^.ov to aoold them 
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for misdemeanouf^ sitrongly savours of its oriental ongin. 
tfccy day; "• Afr» Itftila!" ot» •* Atrttivft Mdd! " i*AA 
ftrpMMBto gttlMral Itairlitlg oct'^ At'iMlliitfr^lC 
Tlie^origk <»£ tlie ixiioxd is dmibdet* ti&e Qtbew iHit' 
" exeqratus est", bat properly '^propellerej abigprer'Vfroiij 
the Arabic l according to Schultens. Arraiva ! is 

used as a general execration. From this root is also the 
Oreek a^ct, ^' a curtte **> wHcfi seems to have had a pecu- 
Irar effi'dicffn cattle<<6riftiiig even i^ Aomer'^ time. 1^* 
IM'AeMtipAiiki «t tii« hMrM of MtkSMi, t^M ##iri(P 

qjyBBW!y«(liBe-firoi&>the'taiBe8oii^ ^Ai?VK,48t. pevri 
son perfeQt of the verb m^, " I enrse " ? If thjis con- 
jecture is not admissible, it is perhaps as near the mark 
ay iter derivtction' from a f^WA^^tfee, and' smhc! others 



iafmCkkm». Aa we nAwmd, ih^tufprn^ 

aiiee of di^coiwtry faegwrio 1^^ T})d 

track; of war howi^er \«fls atiU but >too viofri 

Ua^ Niiiilteft of-owtskden wi^ jidk'^Bd 

wounded^ and. laUo^^d bgr crowds of halft 

famifltwg lioiBin and €hildrm> wese slawly 

noHb^<ioii by doe Mou^roote witboursdiifA/ 

"ShB Skffra EiikreSai iiioiii^bAin3bfaeg«a'tOfi$silr 

in m^ebfiy bc&»» xibm w»< adv^nced^ atid tine 

idHig^ tapiik ona noce smfliqg af^^eacaiida 

Ak fofla. Gotff> ccomdfirtd halfway ben 

twML Abaeidsi ajbidi Celorico^ '«te stopped toi 

neftedi 9tMt esoeUenb lonse^ teloDgbg^ to Ikt^ 

cxaatBcili^ pansh^ a hup^ble and bfiosarO^ 

I^xh idUuaclor* . Ife has beeit^ esdaamelg^ IdaolDt 

mi.his;iatiBnkioiL.to.the ask wiunbaye: iwaeib 

thbjWBy^ and bb famaekeisptt^ nfe^ soanactor 

ba> Iliads of sievner steflP thafli bsinnadtbrj acstif^ 

pljamedi of bis haying' gamh away nearly afll 

the grapes and apples, whidi. had. been. laid iib 

fiat' wUdaiHrtdck 



M OffTBt TBI. 

Hfe mm otqwcd tlie Mondego, and it was 
kte in Ae afternoon when we reached Cdo^ 
rico^ and nearly night-faU befeie a billet ooidd 
be obtakied^ as every house in the town was 
literally crammed with British officers. 

On the 3d oi December we again set finr* 
wavd. The season was as mild as you ha^^ 
it m May, and the comitry as we advanced 
seined toput on some new feature of beauty. 
The Estrella snowKsapped and mingliiig with 
tiie clouds on our left, the ridge of Busacos in 
front, while the Vizeu and Tormes mountains 
endosed ns on the rigbt. Num^roas flocks 
of aheep, with fleeces rivalEng those of tiie 
Merino breed, were Been pasturing in the ifar* 
tile Tales beneath. the Estrella, and np the; 
mountain sides as fiir as the eye could reacAu 
From the countless streams which descend 
from diese lofty mountmns, the postun^ k 
of course extremely luxuriant. Hie fiiai 
village after leaving Celorico is Coftkoi and 



ft mik or two finder YUhCorttt^ froin wMch 
you hi^e Coral in view^ Mid on the leftlin* 
ImBCB, deeply emlmoined in ike Siara. 
. We next came upon St Payo^ a "ptettj ro- 
mantic pjhee^iitiiiite oa the bonkn of the river 
ISdio, ha¥u^ a good stone bridge^ and the 
best built eburch which I have lieen for a long 
time. The 12th Light Dragoons were quarter- 
ed in tfaas and some adjacent villages^ which att 
abound in forage. Continuing our. route, we 
passed near Govea on the left, in appearance 
a handsoiDe town. Some years ago an En- 
g^Uiman establfi^ed a cotton manu&etory in 
tUi.pkce, when, after he had sufficiaitly be- 
nofited the country by a disclosure of his art, 
lii^ Portuguese, with Cbristian gratitude, cut 
hii tfapoat A splendid looking ccniTent for 
jfm^wbukiB a Uttfe without the town. The 
Qowied gMJBKalion ate but few at present, and 
ike gEesiter part of One ed^ee serves as an 

H 
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hospital fw our nek. We put up (at the 
night at Yinho, and had quarters assigned us 
in a priory> where I hiEid considerable enter- 
tainment m ransacking an old library of hi£h 
tones and antiquities. In this place there is 
a convent for women; a particularly neat edi- 
fice built on the banks of a little river. 

On the following day's march we closed in 
with the base of the EstreUa range. Amv<^ 
ing at PelHtnzes^ wh^e we fell in with the 
high road wli^ch crosses the Sierra to CasteUo 
Branoo^ nothing could exceed the beauty of 
ike scene. The eye wandi^is on eviny side 
over innumerable vfllages. from one point 
we had in distinct view the villages of St» 
Passar> Sta. Mariana, St.- Martinfaa, St 3 ago, 
Sta. Cott^a^ and Ceanon^he-hilL We stru^ 
out of the high torad^ and bebt our course to^ 
waards the last-motioned place, for the pur^ 
pose of making some lorangements with Ge- 
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neral Clmton, who was quartered tihere. The 
route to lliis vfllage is truly delightfiii Yxm 
asceiid^ as it were^ by defiles cut tfaroa§^ 
groves of fir and chestnuts, which make the 
traveUer forget the asperity of the ascent. 

Arriving at Cea^ which stands about one, 
third of the way between the base and the 
summit of the mountain, the eye was gratis- 
fied with a highly panoramic view of this wild 
and diversified country, and which may be 
called the Smtaerland or the Highlands of 
Portugal; the latter indeed with the utmost 
proprbty, as we found the hardy sons of the 
Idlt, the brave 42d regiment, quartered here. 
To one so long accustomed to scenes of desola* 
tion and misery, every thing seemed to put on 
a new and enchanting existence. The mhabit- 
aats appeared to Kve in oonifort**«*that ex^ 
pressive word which comprdiends aU which 
we usually understand by peace and plenty. 

H 2 
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I y^Bi liefigHted to renew my acqaaintaaee 
\fitli the feEith^red tribes of the barn-door; 
those farte aves in the part of Poitugal yf6 

* 

had qttitted. Hie town itself was just what 
it appeared in viewing it from a distance — 
the houses good, and the Praasa excellent 

Aflter completing some arrangements widi 
General Clinton, we directed our steps to- 
wards the palace of Luis Bernardo, a great 
fidalgo, and brother to the Bishop of Guarda. 

Mr. had known him in the time of 

Sir John Moore ; ance which period he had 
not seen him. Our surprise was great and 
painful upon arriving at the spot, to ^d no- 
thing but the ruins of this once magnificat 
edifice. We learnt, however, that the fitmily 
sdll inhabited a small tenement adjcmiing the 
ruins, whidi in happier times had been the 
conservatory, and was now transformed into a 
comfortable sort of dwelling-house in the cot- 
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tage style. Luis Bernardo came out iinme>- 
diately to welcome his old fiieod Senior .Diego 

Qay which name Mr. was known ^ 

him) ; and the profusioai of embraces and kind 
words which the old man bestowed upon his 
unexpected guest^ may be conceived, but can- 
not be described. He was quite enraptured; 
but in hinting at his misfortunes his counte- 
nance fell, and pointing to his ruined palace, 
which the French had destroyed, he became 
overwhehned with a flood of tears. In a few 
minutes his lady entered — a fiit little person, 
dressed to the extreme of the fashion. She 
had been the moth^ of twenty-three children. 
Her joy at recognizing Senor Diego was not 
less unbounded than what her husband had 
just testified; and ''Maria Purissima!" — 
" Amigo mior — *' Amigo mio antiguoT 
burst from her lips with unaffected volubility. 
We dined by ourselves, as this was a fast-day 
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with Bernardo and his familjr. The dinner 
was superb, and tanjle enough for a do2en 
visitors. We were served on massy plate^ 
which the old gentleman said had only been 
disiiitenedfi^ ite hidfeg-plaoe in the garden 
since the x^apture of Badajos* In the evening 
we were iatroduoed to the tbree daughters of 
Seflior Luis, and^to the Padre t9f the kaoLf. 
The young ladies conversed in very good 
English, having been educated at Lisbon, 
where our ku^age is looked upon as an es- 
sential brandi of polite edocation. 

I found the Seiior Ftaise a v^ agreeable 
and well4]]£3rmed companion, and he gai^ 
me a good deal of informatioR respecting the 
chain of mountains known to the Romans by 
4he name of Mons Herminkis, of which the 
EstreUajure a part. That pointof the Sierra 
near Govea, which i have already noticed, is 
su{^posed to be the place from which Viria- 
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tu8^ tmhed vspm the RomaD$ md drove 

* Thi$ Viriatus is extt^od by Cioero, inliib. ii* c zL 
de Offidis^ as one of those magnanimous freebooters who 
are remarkable for their equitable distribution of the 
plunder among their o^vn confederates—^ kind of Ri- 
naldo Rinaldini. 

'^ Itaque propter ^nabilem pnodsB putiti(Hiemj et 
Bardylis niyiius UtoOy de quo est apod Theopompiim^ 
magnas opes hab9it; et multo majores ViriatusLusita- 
nus> coi quidem etiam exercitus nostri imperatoresque 
cesserunt." 

And in the same strain Diodorus Siculus in Frag- 
mentis apnd Excerpt. Vales, p. 346.^— 

ita90/4Mtf VV9 Xm^^f iu»2 nor ajlit^v rififery jwi ati^ya" 
tnirarraq l^atfiriug av^n' Irk it ovih av\uf ijc rtit xoii'wr 
9oafi^6f4A90f» Am i\ trvnfiavn tov; Avo'^jouwi TrpoOvporaTft 
cvtnJkifivnvM eumtf nyMfret^ oTori* r(v» xoivoy tvifyirfi* xa* 

There are other passages, both in Appian tn Jie- 
riU, and Floms, which sufficiently prore that Viriatns 
was MmethiBg more than a co^unon robber. 
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them through Vizeu^ the ^ains of which la^ 
ter place are distinctly seen from Cea. There 
are three or four lakes on the top of these 
mountains ; the Lagoa Rodonda^ in ascend- 
ing to Sahugiero^ Lagoa Comprida, near 
M anteigas, and the Lagoa Escura^ in that 
part of etie chain known hy the name of the 
Sierra de Cantaro, which rises above &e other 
part of the ridge in the form of a pyramid ; 
the lake being on its summit The Padre 

s 

assured me — I do not stipulate for your be- 
lief — that whenever there is a storm on the 
Portuguese coasts between Aveiro and the 
Mondego^ the waters of this lake become very 
much troubled; and in a history of Spain and 
Portugal written by one Joao Vaseo^ that au* 
thor affirms that he himself saw some frag- 
ments of ships taken out of this lake. These 
waters abound with a sort of fish^ which I 
suppose^ from the Padre's description^ to be 
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the char. The rivers Mondego and Zizery 
have their sources in thesis incmiitains ; the 
kst discharges itself iiito the Tagus at Pun- 
hetta ^th great fury and impetuosity; and 
its waters are distinguii^able from those of 
its great recipient for a conidderable length of 
course, by their gravelly colour, while the 
stream of the Tagus its^ is remarkably deari 
Afiber breakfasting with Sendr Luis, we set 
forwards on our journey, and dined with the 
commissariat officer stationed at GaUizes. I 
mention this, because during dinner a note 
was brought to him, which afterwards became 
the means of procuring us a night's lodging 
very opportunely. The billet was penned by 
tbe fair haoid of Sighora Maria Joze, niece to 
the Capitao MaSior of La Roza, distant three 
leagues from Gallizes. It appeared to have 
been written under much alarm, and for the 
purpose of receivmg some advice as to the 
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oourse she ought to punsue under the fi>Uow- 
ing drcumstuces:*-^ 

A British major who had been quartered 
at the house, piurchased at his departure Maria 
Joze's palfrey; and after having had him in 
possession ten days> had sent him hack under 
pretence of his not being suitable, and request^ 
ing to have the purchase-money returned, Sig- 
nora Maria not having yielded to his demands, 

had that morning received a letter from him, 

* 

threatening her with the resentment of the com^ 
mandant at Celorico, who, he mi, was about 
to send a detachmmt to make her prisonen 
This was of coiurse ja mere fiction. 

In the evening we mistook the road; and 
having wasadered about an hour, without 
knowing whither, we found ourselves at l^gth 
entering a village, which proved afterwards 
to be La Bo», and a good league from the 
road which we ought tp have kept. The 



LSTTEB YII. 107 



• T 



ni#;u 



had all retired to sleep; but 
anriving heSore a lai^ and haadsome hoose, 
we commenced such a batteiy at the door as 
toon brought tame one lo the window. AU 
admittance was obstinately refiised, on account 
of the lateness of ihe night. Enquiring where 
the Juiz lived, we were told that there was 
na Juis m the place. — ^ Where do oOaasats 
then apj^y for failletsr said we. '* Usually 
here, the residence of the Capitad Majbr/ 
was the reply. I saspected immediately 
whereabouts we were, and resdved to practise 
a military stratagem, in order to gain admit- 
tance. '' Pray", said I, '^ is not this La 
IlQsar " Si, Signor,'' said the voice of some 
aged person. ^' Is there not one Signora 
Maria Joze living herer '' Si, Signora, si,"* 
eageiiy rqpJied some youi^ woman concealed 
partly behind a balcony. *' Then^'' said I, 
pointing to Mr. — -, "here is the com- 
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mandantofCdorico.'' The doors were opened 
to us in a miniite or two^ our horses led away 
to the stable^ and we were cordially received 
by the Capitao Maior. Maria Joze soon 
made her appearance, and we hnmediately re- 
cognized the voice which had addressed us 
from tihe window. With true feminine impa- 
tience she was for entering directly upon an 
explanation; but we obsenred rather diyly, 
that it would be better to defer it till after 
supper. The hint was not thrown away; and 
hairing ourselves repaired to the kitchen for 
the sake of the fire, we soon witnessed very 
substantial preparatioas going forward under 
the careful superintendance of Maria Joze. 
After supper the cause was heard in great 

form by Mr. , and the pleasing judgment 

recorded " that Signora Maria Joze was not 
bound in justice to take back the horse.'' 
The best wine was now produced. Maria 
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lofle> 'who was realty handsome, though not 
very yovng, appeared quite fascinating, and 
the old Capitad became extremely facetious. 
On the foUowing morning we were regaled 
with a sumptuous breakfast; the fragments 
of which were duly transferred by Maria in 
person to the capacious pockets of the al- 
' &rge* bek>nging to a sumpter-mule. The 
most unpleasant part now remamed, thtit of 
undeo^ving mine host and feir hostess; but 
so far were they from feeling offended, that 
they seemed to enjoy die joke mightUy, and 
we parted the best friends in the world. We 
took care, however, to let them understand 
that the ungallant letter of the major had no- 
tiiing in it at which they ought to be alarmed, 
for that the threat respecting the commandant 
of Celorico was pure fiction. 

* An alfbrge is a capacious pair of saddle-bags. 
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Mr. , in front of the Bosaco Siorra, 

Mrhich we were now approadiing, recapitn* 
lated the leading features of the memoraihle 
battle fought here in September 1810, when 
Massena was advandng upon LidiKin with his 
army of 90,000 men. 

The position of the British and Portuguese 
infantry was on the ridge of the Sierra, which 
is semieircukr, and our line extended s&ven 
miles. We plainly discovered the Carmelite 
convent which formed the extreme left of our 
position, and also the spot where General Hill 
^ffibcted his well-timed junction. General 
Paine was stationed at the base of the ridge 
with his cavalry, while lliat of the enemy oc- 
cupied the (^pofidte villages. The Portuguese 
fought so well, that the Freodi said they were 
Englishmen dressed in Portugnese uniforms. 
M assena beaten at every point where he at- 
tacked, manoeuvred extremely well. Not be- 
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ing able to force our poailionj he ivithdrew 

T 

hk troops Diiently round the north end of the 
Sierra, and gained the high road to Coimbra^ 
which moTement compelled Lord Wellington 
to &U back upon the lines. Massena thought 
us in foil retreat^ and that we should embark 
aft Ltsbon. Full of this persuasicm he pushed 
on, leaTing his sick behind, and taking no 
measurei whatever for the supply of his army. 
His aurptise was of course any thing but an 
figteeaUe one> when ht found our army safely 
entrenched behind those impiegnable barriers 
vdiich Lord Wdlington had, witii singular 
foresight, taken care to form as soon as he 
landed in the Peninsubu Afber his wdl known 
scjoum before our lines without being aUe 
to tSkdk tiie least impression, Massena and 
has army became compelled by fomine to re*- 
tire upon Santarem, whitiker Loid Welhogton 
pursoed him* 
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We arrived in the afiemoon at Rnva on 
the MaadegQf aftmr a march of ax long 
leagues, not much short of thirty mfles En- 
glish. Raiva is a place of no note, nor will 
you be able to find it on your map, as it con- 
sists only of a few saltJiouses, It is, how^ 
ever, a place of great importance to us at 
present, as t^ Mond^o beyond this ceases 
to be navigable^ and we have large magaaanes 
formed here, from which aU the troops on the 
Estrella line draw their supplies. It is dis- 
tant four leagues from Coimbra. 

On the foUowing day we set off for Fozdad 
in order to return towards Almeida by the 
Vizeu road. Our route lay along, the banks 
of the Mondego for about a league, and we 
then ascended an exceedingly steep mountain, 
from the summit of which we descried the 
conflux of the Dad and the Mondego. On a 
little peninsula between the two is Foasdao, 
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which we were desirous of reaching* When 
we surveyed it^ however, from the dizzy haght 
at which we had arrived, the steepness of the 
descent, and the extreme narrowness of the 
path on which we were standing— where if the 
horse had tripped or become alarmed, one 
plunge would have precipitated us into the 
gulph beneath — occasioned sensations of no 
plea^g nature. I felt an involuntary shud* 
dering, and dismounted through cowardice. 
We were some minutes before we could discover 
any track by which we could descend, and at 
length after a most tortuous and fearful route 
we gained the river side, and were ferried over 
llie Mondego to the little port of Fosdao. A 
magazine was established here under charge 
of a Portuguese commissary. The other 
houses were all appropriated to the receptioil 
of salt, a commodity which confers on this 
small place some share of commercial import- 



osoe^^ i J^jbcottccted hfOBt m lirge qtumtitite 

and drfivlated iience throi%hcmt tiie ad^ 
}d(Wii3it psits of Poring A, and evea mto Spmn. 
1!^ j|iaiAnqiiartef& this B^ht at Ova, a viUage 
Da>thid Vtzen ]road> aoid in the house of a 
hdlpitftble old prior.. 

/ On the foUowin^ day we set out for Vizeu. 
AtcSanta Combadaid^ a short league from Ova, 
we /pud our respects to the Capitad MaSGg, 
who lives in a princely house, which Massena 
did him the favcftrr to visit and plunder as he 
was advancing to the attack of Buzacos* 

A journey of six long leagues bh'onght ns 
to Vkeu, h town which ranks next to Coim^ 
bra, and from which it is eighteen leagues 
dirtant. The streets are as good bb any in 
Ojpiorto, if you except the Rua Nova, and the 
shops are excellent. A bishop's palace, cathe- 
dral and prison are all adjoining each other. 
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Without the town are the remains of a Roman 
camp^ and the ruins of some towers built by 
the same people^ by whom tins place was 
called Visoncium. What with the guards 
who are quartered here^ and its being a ge- 
Demi hospital station, Vizeu is at present 
quite thronged; we shall remain here a few 
days, and then return to Almeida on our way 
to Gallicia, on the frontiers of which it is 
possible we diall take up our winter-quarters. 
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BBAOANZA^ JAN. 8, l6l3i"* 

It is now nearly a week since we arrived ill 
this city, where we are Hkely to remain untfl 
the army once more begin to move forward'. 

■ * 

On the 25th ultimo we left Almeida for th6 
province of the Tras os Montes. We werfe 
attended by a Portuguese escort, as a security 
for 20,000/. in specie which we were carrying 
with us, to be appropriated to the purdhase 6f 
cattle in Gallicia. The day of our depattut^ 
was ushered in by a deep fall of snow,* k> 
much so, that our baggage mules were "sihlk 

to perform but a very short journey, ^d Vfe 

' ' ■ — 

were compelled to stay the first flight- at FJ- 

gueira only four leagues from Almeida. Ais 

it was, it was nearly midnight before the bag- 
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gage came in. We v^ere fortunate in meet- 
ing with some pleasant society, who assembled 
to an evening turtullia given by the commis- 
sariat officer stationed here. A Spanish fa- 
mily from !^(adrid was of the party, and the 
evening passed very agreeably in music and 
dancing. After supper we were entertained 
with some patriotic songs, in which the Spa; 
n^la^ies were the principal performers. The 
wcirds of these are generally indifferent, often 
^\ud^ but are arranged to wild and plaintive 
national airs, which fall upon the ear wit]^ 
pleasii)g melody. The following is a stanza 
pf one which I begged from the brother of 
QXie of the Madrid ladies, and I wish I could 

have procured the music, which was reallv 

J ' . • 

v^ry pretty. The words, you will see, are a 
i^uriou^. mixture of the empassioned with the 
burlesque. 
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La patzia noa llama, coErramos 
Al anna, a vengarla fides, 
O' oomo buenofi mueramos ! 
No d cr^dulas esperanzas. 
£1 peeho abrais ; en tardanda 
Todo ^ perdsdii, y lot griUpa V^ 
Oh 1 bi^doii.t ! pude nopibrarlos ? 

There is notiiing in tfiis tiiat makes the 
fidntest approach to the inspirmg poetry of 
Tyrtaeus^ the war-songs of the German d^n^ 
or to any of the Scottish pieces ; and some of 
the other stanzas are full of a very coarse low 
humour ; and yet it is true that scxogs of iliis 

' * Th^ Fieadk are understood by gnllos^ ^grass- 
hoppers " or '^ locusts ". 

t Oh ! baldon ! '' Oh ! reproach ! " This word was 
formerly written baldron and baladron from the Latin 
balatro.— -*' Bakdron, el fanfuon, habhdori qui tksie 
palabHks y no ]|iaD08.''«— Covraruiraa. 



description often haven greater ii^Aence upon 
the people for whom they are Written, than 
those wherein the poetry is of a higher order. 
It is Hume, if I jpcp)Cle?t,,who.ha8 not thoiigiit 
it beneath Im histpric^ dipdty to remark 
that " LiUibvdlero '^ forwariled d^e revolution 
of 1688 ; and we know that in the first Ame* 
lkan,^a,r 4<^Qlul^ of tbh kind Yfw a yery ^nxn- 
f§ss^ mg^ in promoting the ^sfiusei of Im 
^ifi^mim^* The Spaniards, ]iow$yer> 9e9iA 
I© l»w i^pre ta^te f(x siiiging than ^gb<Wft 
while th^ pocir Portuguese, who 9|ng Uttle an4 
^{rite.pp b^ versesj %ht like hi^ops. 

As we advaniced on our route we heg^n tp 
descry the distant summits of the Tra^ os 
Montes* T)^ deep sr^ow of the preceding 
^^7' Wia3 rapidly dissolving, and the sun ^onp 
out lifith the warmth of an English lil^yt. 
At Casjtel Melhor we saw the refnaina <^ a 
Jliloorish casde, built on a s|;e^ hjll, the in- 
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speetiwli '<if which scarcely repaid ^ troutSe 
ofi^faf asbent 
> 'Wew^enow approaching the pass of the' 
Bbfffo^ or ratim* of the Coa^ which discharged 
ksetf here into^the Duero^ a little below Quinta 
d'OrgaL After a descent of about one mile by 
a -road* extremely rugged and laborious. We 
gained the banks of the Coa, and crossed to 
the opposite shore. There is no ferry from 
the Quinta d'Orgal side over the Duero. The 
ascent from the Coa to the town of Villa 
Nova Fos Coa is not less than four nules. 
We halted here for the night, and the Juii 
de Fora insisted upon receiving us into his 
awn house, and on our departure gav^ us ia^ 
letter of introduction to his brother tSefi^r 
Moira, who holds Ike same dSSdal pt&di'at 
Bl^agaKsa. - • :'^"*t> 

The whole of the next day was ewiBitaurd 
over a march of little more thaai three lea^es^ 
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The mviks, whieb carried eaoh* 4000 Mhts/ 
could scarcely keep their feet in' the ptedv* 
pitous track by which wtf^Miceinore daKOHded 
upon the Duero* Arriving thete« at * length j 
we found a bark sufficiently capaoiouB to reu 
ceive our whole cavalcade at. once/ amounting 
to twenty^one mules and horses. The carvent 
is here at all times very rapid ; at the pmient 
time much more so than usual ; and it was 
with considerable difficulty^ and not without 
drifting far out of our course^ that we succeeded 
in disembarking on the Tras os Montes share. 
The remainder of the road to Torre de Mon-^ 
corvo was excessively toibome^ though every 
pains had been bestowed upon the road in 
ofdar to relieve the asperity <£ the ascent. 
' M ^Ko^o is an excellent town, with good 
streets, an extensive pra9a, and one of the. moist 
snraptuoiis ehurdies which I have seen in Por- 
tugal Theite is here too an unfimvhed castle 
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mtlfniflfflnnfly hnat of white fMeNBtMie> wii^ 

Alio IMO' poson anft'ja convmti hvjsfim* i 
^iMiquflortered k Ae hewed U'^itigomhw 
hrittiithe)irai«k.iif ddmad of Qfdfrian^iiSk tte 
bad a krg^ family of daqghtors^ who^ ^pfiena 
iataliy iDTisiUe^ IJhs being what Hvsy foM 9 
eaaagmve,/' grave houfla". Tbem^a^wwitr 
vweall excluded from &e mterior^flpd tbo 
eotraoee to the kitehen wd vfqmai*B itpaft«r 
menta were as dosely secuire^ ac^ any Turtosii 
hfloram. Leopold HeDii(]^e9> t)i0 ppt¥)Q»» wm 

* Alealdi'^ Alcaide. 'iPhisterxn for a magLstrate is 
ipore peooliar to Spain than Fortuga}^ and we met vii^ 

Arabic wor^? ffs the articjb Al prefixed testifi^e^ ..Feor^ 
inerly there were several classes of alcaldis^ viz. alc^dis 
of the king's household^ alcaldis of districts or chancelle- 
ries^ alcaldis de las aldeas^ or villages^ &c. In Spanish 
romances any person with a venerable bedrd 'is ^bmj^- 
»en<»d J^i'llb tbe-tille of ai(:aIdL 
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extremely Uiierai in bis eotertfusmiMti Htf* 
asked me a thcmated questiotts duftiag dupi^er. 
r&speetiiig^ fenode education in England^ eiid 
whether liieFe weee Mt aome Cattudie jcon^ 
Yfitits, as he had an idn: of aeitding hb ftdAj^ 
oinnr to be educated. 

On.tha folbnoBg morning we Mnt our hag* 
gage and escoirt forwaid by the direct xead 
to Braganaa^ while we oiuselyes detennined 
v^xm^ keeping ihe one beneath the crest of tha 
Duero mountains, in order to haxre some con** 
vexsation as to the resources of the Tres ^ 
Montes with the Capitad Maior of Castello 
Braneo. Previons to kasriug Monoorvo, JSenor 
Leopold, in answer to some enquiries, ^ve 
me a pleading account of the fertility of this 
part of the country. 

In the extensive vale of Villari9a, which 
begins at about two leagues from Mojicorvo 
on t\^ direct road to Braganza, canimo or 



in ^ffSQim 10 gyeat abundimce and with saJ^» 
prising llikttriaiiee, ofibeareaeUi^ fifteen palms ; 
trigo 60^ wheat yields eighteen Sbr aae,^fki 
IndimiQoradSOaiidSQOlbr one« Flax is np^ 
in August^ irigo in June^ and Indian com » 
SqpttttiJber* The fields are wond^rfiiUy proH 
ductiire of mdons^ and theoliveis ane larger 
and reddet than those produced in the. Bei^ri^ 
Iniftead of the ordinary press for ohtainiif^ 
fte <»ly they here make use of a curious vu^ 
chine of straw plaited together, calUd ceiria*> 
through which the oXL filters. i * 

'■ Leaving Moncorvo for Castello Branca^ q^ 
attention was iioon drawn towards a ^nountnii;^ 

* The word ceiria is derived, I think, from the Latin 
seria, which was an oblong vase in which cKil> Winttj hud 
salt were preserved hy the Romans; wmetnmos moiiefi 

" Et si 

' Sub rastro crepet argenti mihi seria dextroT* 
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rii^g' froni the ^am Iik(B a coM, Md ddi^ievdi 
fitto' tt^iMf to i^fitmit witll pkie^ and^^i -It 
fMl evMbiltly^ at som^ pteoediifg period, b^cif 
V^idamc; as we picked op s^^fi^al pM^ofLUml 
M t1te'iV>ad: It is knowtttol&e peo^mltv)! 
bf the lidme iX C$heM dos> Muiro9'(Mwr^ 
Head); Haviiig heard tbat there -were the veh 
ifiiittg (^ scHiie sepulchres visible near die smo^ 
i^, we pressed two peasants as our g«iides^ 
d)Mt beg:aii ta ascend, leaving our horses, and 
seiVahts in an adjoining field. Our guides 
thought us frantic, and crossed diemselves for 
Woftdef when they heard we were ascending 
fbr the pleasure of looking for some toibbs» 
l¥e ,su]:2)rised a wild pig who was slumberipg 
ift^he Aicket, md regretted not baring pro- 
vided Ottrsehvs vrith a^ fbwlmg-pieeeu Wbm 
we reached the summit, there was an appear^ 
ance of ^ha^t might have been a crater, but 
neith^^ sepulchres nor relics of any descrip- 



Hmu WehadcimsaBOddaOttiuditinie^mihis 
undertaking, that it waa dairk if hen we veacbtd 
Qoitita daa Cobradas, and we had hatf alengoe 
more to Caatello Brauco. The re^dor of tha 
TiUage, upon: disoov«nng that we were Eor 
gfahanen and on our way to the Cafatad 
Maior, oflfared to became our guide. His ffsi<- 
Tiota were very acceptable, as fron^the i6t» 
cacy of the road, and the darkneasof the xiiglit, 
wcrslKHiid in all probabilily have lost^aurwsy^ 
The Capitad MaJK>r was pn the point of re- 
tiring to rest when we arrived. His ' faame 
was truly magniiicent, nor did he diaparage^k 
by any lack of hospitality. 

On the fdlowing day our route tay thrcnigh 
Mogadnro, a place of very -considerable ^ii^ 
quity. We found the Juis de Fora ilnQ% 
within a castle, originally Moarish^ porti of 
which, in the interior space, had been con- 
verted into a convenient dwelling-house. 
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tifblbti^ of Moittisk architeetui«» a^d o!i tte 
iH&iglits abo^e were the ruins <tf a castle^ built 
bf the saone wariflce people, for the ;{mTpoiSid 
of ecNQdmandiiig the passage of the river. We 
fNUsed the uigfat zt Outeiro, atid havh^ on 
Ao fidtewing morning paid oiir respects to the 
Capitad Ma&r, who inhabits a good bcmse on 
tiDie rara or frcmtier, we set forwards foi* Bra- 
gmza^'distaBt from Ooteiro three leagues. We 
were delighted with the idea of having reached 
Mr winter-qoarteiB, and called immediately 
Hpon Seior Moira, the Juiz de Fora, and pre- 
sented his brother's letter. The bishop's par 

Isee was assigned to Mr. — for a bifiet> 

«nd { raeeived one for myself upcm Seflor 
QamsL, a Weakfay woolkn-draper, with am in- 
ttimation Aat any otl^r in the town should be 
aft my ccmmand, with the exception of those 
houses infaalnted by the clergy, who are very 
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imnierous in Bragansa, and all exempted fiom 
military requisition. Here then^ in the titular 
city of the crown of Portugal, we are destined 
to pass the winter ; and happy, thrice hq>py 
may we deem ourselves in being removed for 
a season from those scenes of fearful misery and 
desolation, which shock the sight in but. too 
many other parts of thb fruitful kingdom. 

Braganza has never known the horrors of 
war* The French, indeed, in the time of Sir 
John Moore, attempted its capture, but were 
repulsed by the brave peasantry who inhabit 
the raia. This city retains therefore all its 
original pride ; and her second boast is, that 
her merchants are as honourable as they are 
wealthy. Here, it is said^ a bankruptcy has 
never been known. On approaching the city 
from the Miranda side^ there is nothing oi it 
discoverable but the castle, until you are on 
the point of entering. The castle itself is 
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now in a state of ruin^ although part of the 
waUs are yet in good preservation, and far- 
nished with some rusty cannon. Within its 
precincts are a number of little tenements, 
which serve as barracks to the militia of the 
place. Descending from the castle hill, you 
look down upon the town, which, in its lead- 
ing features, consists of two principal streets, 
running parallel tQ each other for about half- 
a-mile, terminating in an exten^ve pra9a, and 
tlience divergmg under new names to the 
right and left. The palace of the bishop is 
a magnificent building. His lordship how* 
ever resides at Ca&tro, a little village about 
one league distant, and in a very humble 
mansion. The palace is under the care of one 
of his private chaplains. The clergy here aie 
lic^ij and, as &r as I can see, very much re- 
spected. There is a pecidiarity in the costume 
of the canons which I have nowhere else ob- 

K 



tiHidertikiiig, that it Wa^ da«k ^en Wid. reached 
Qiuntacbas Coh£ad«8» and we had hattakagQe 
more to Castello Brauco. The aregidar of the 
TiDag^ npoa^ disoov^miig that we were Ea* 
glishEoea and tm our way to the CapteS 
MaSor, oifl^ed to become oin* guide,' His ser- 
vices were very acceptable^ as froi!& the .ii|ix»- 
cacy of Ihe road, and the dmrkness of the nigfal, 
vm should in all probability have k»t our 
The CaipitiiO Majfor was pn the point t3i 
tinDg to rest when we arrived^ His faooft 
was truly nu^ifieent, nor did he duspsrage it 
by aay lack of hospitality* 

On the fcdlowing day oiur Toujbeiay tibrcufh 
Mogiditto, a place of veryconeiderable iirii. 
. qpnty. We found the Juis de Fora liwug 
within a castle, originally Moorish^ part< of 
which, ia the interior space, had beeu 
verted into a oonvenient dwelling4iouse* 
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URAGANZA^ JAN. 21, 1813. 

In my futiire letters I will endeavour to isiehd 

ybu, since you desire it^ as correct an itinerary 

M I c^n. On &e main roads the distance b 

always to be found pretty correcfly stated itt 

It Jml^hed routdro of the country; but 

whatever we move out of tMs .trade we aW 

then left tb o^ own cdleuld.tion of dtiitatate^ 

ef td Utie mtbettmi inftrmation of the pedr 

santry • ^& «he w ybii how fittte dq)endiBnce 

til td 1)6 pliu^d upon this last taethod, I Will 

« 
rel^M what took place a feW days a^. 

I W^ anxibies to reach a Tillage oh the 

fitmllers ei Gallida by asx early hotu* in the 

mortung; lu^eordin^y I left Btaganza at day- 

hNsk, having been previously told that the 

distanise Waji four leagues^ and that ^ch k 

k2 
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yaiagewasmid-way. I lode forwards, passed 
the half-way-house^ and beginning to think 
myself near the end of the journey, I inquired 
of a peasant ^ how far to Monzalves T '^ A 
league and a half;" was the reply. In less 
than five minutes after this, I put the same 
question to a countryman coming along on 
mule-back : " Huma legoa chiquita " (a very 
short league) said he, casting down his ^es 
rather proudly on his ambling beast Almost 
immediately afterwards an old goatherd af- 
finned Monzalves to be distant *' a gooA 
league " (hun^a legoa boa). The feet is, the 
one took his ideas of distance from the speed 
of his mule ; the other from his usual rate of 
walking, which, from his age, would be none 
of the fastest. My next informant told me 
that Monzalves was '* muito- perto *" (very- 
near). Another, aft;er I had ridden a long 
mile, described it as being at the distance o£ 
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** huma tirar de balo ** (within musketHshot). 
At lengthy after riding at least half a mile 
ftirther, I discovered the viUage in a valley 
beneath me^ and then had a hiU in front, 
which took a good quarter of an hour to de- 
scend. 

I shall now ^ve you some account of our 
first expedition into Spain. This city, as I 
told you I believe in my last, is to be our 
head-quarters for the winter, and from which, 
as from a centre, we shaU make excursions 
into the neighbouring provinces, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the resources •f the coun- 
try agakist another campaign, and of drawing 
from it such supplies of cattle as they may 
affi>rd. 

The 14th and 15th of this month being 
fair-days at Outeiro and Miranda de Duero, 
we set oflP for the former on the evening of 
the ISth. I was quartered in the house of 
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one Fraociaco Martd^ ihe venerably &tiher of 
a Qumeroiis prc^geny. His sod», seyen in 
munher,! were all 4K>ldier8; i^d h^ related it 
as a angulw boast, that not onp ha4 eyer de^ 
serted- 

On the following day^ a good many head of 
cat0e wer« bn^ought in for s^le; b^t a i:^port 
baving h^n circulatpd iba^ we int^od^d Iq 
embargo ihenijt and to sett^ witb the ownera 
by bills Qp tibe nuli^ary d^est at b^rquw- 
ter$> they all disappeared bi Im tba^ m hour* 
It iva3 in vain we announced> thrQi^ tbe 
medium of jjhe esgrivanoji that aU purdiasea 
sbould be paid for at Bragan^a; our credit 

« 

wa$ii not yet e^tablisb^. TbeirQ wo3 a brisk 
sale for iron^ which was brought in coiuiideiv 
able quantity from Gallicd^, Among the Spa- 
niards present ^t the fiur we^e a ^w offipers 
of the army attach^ to ^ la^od^Qoy of 
ValladoUd^ now sitting at a frpnti^r town 
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called Tiabessas. We found the same dis- 
trust of us at Mirauda which we had expe- 
rienqed at Outeiro. Nqt. a jingle bullock was 
to be seen. { was quartered in the house of 
a braggings tal]^ative fellow uamed Joap Bap- 
tisto^ who had published m account of his 
own patriotism^ and which he said he should 
be proud tfi lay at " my lordship's feet ". 

This city is now rapidly verging to decay, 
owing to the stagnation of trade, which is ^U 
transferred to JSraganziu The cathedral is ^ 
sumptuous pUcj, built pf remarkably fine fre^ 
stone. On approaching the altar, my atten-r 
tion wa^ drawn towards a euriouQ little figure, 
about six inches high, dressed in a short 
jacket, and holding a fiWpU globQ of crystal in 
his hand. My conductor CQuld only infora^ 
me that he was a *' saiQt^'; and confirmed his 
assertion by crossing hioiself most devoutly. — 
The Pra9a is tplerahk* md at the fartl^r 
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^nd of the town^ towards Spain^ are the re- 
mams of a fine Moorish castle^ with its battle* 
ments and turrets in excellent preservation. 
We went down to mspect the Duero; for, in 
the event of the army advancing, Miranda 
might become an advantageous spot for a 
large depot, since supplies could be thrown 
direct from it upon Salamanca, from which it 
is distant only fourteen leagues. The scenery 
of the Duero is awfully vnld and grand. From 
a dizzy height you look down upon it, foaming 
along its craggy bed, while the ascent on the 
other side appears impracticable, and presents 
to the eye nothing but a wall of nearly per- 
pendicular rocks, of which the eagles and 
other birds of prey seem to have undisturbed 
possession. The descent from the Portuguese 
side is nearly two-thirds of a mile; and the 
passage across the river is effected by three 
ropes which play upon each other through 
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running blocks secured to a scaffi>lding^ and 
worked by a wheel. On account of the faiJr 
there was a good deal of passage from the 
Spanish side. The men twist their heels 
over the rope^ having their waists secured to 
it by a cord^ and holding on by their hands. 
The women contrive to sit m a sfing, and in 
this way are drawn across with surprising ex- 
pedition. It was amusing to see a party con- 
sisting of half a dozen men and wpmen^ two 
or three cows^ and some noisy pigs^ all brought 
over at the same time. In summer the cur- 
rent is less rapid^ and cattle could easily be 
swum across. 

We visited a convent of the order of the 
cross. At present it contains only six monas- 
tics. There are but two of this order in Por- 
tugal^ the second being at Mirandella^ where 
the Superior resides. We called upon the 
widow of the late Intendant of Zamora^ who 
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to Castro. It bring Sunday the viUagers 
were at mass. A smart lively woman was on 
the point of tripping into chmx^ when we 
arrived. Upon telling her we wished to hear 
mass, ^ Vamos ! Senhores^" cried she^ and 
waited as though to chaperone us. The dif- 
fer^ice between the Spanish and Portuguese 
women could never be better seen than in the 
instance before us. This lively Spaniard was 
certainly approaching what is called the regu- 
lation age; but yet her open manners, her 
graceful gait, and the youthfulness of the Spa- 
nish costume gave her the attractive air of a 
girl. When it was whispered within the sa- 
cred precincts that Englishmen were in the 
village, the curate and alcaldi came out to 
welcome us. Religion was suspended, and 
the Senor Padre was so complaisant as to say, 
that if we would only wait until he had finish- 
ed mass, which he assured us he would do 
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idth all possible expedition, we should be 
welcome to his house and chocolate. The 
country here is open and fertile, and seemed 
to abound m mineral springs. A good many 
Merino rams and cattle were pasturing in the 
meadows. 

At about a league in advance from Castro 
we descended into a most charming valley. 
The reflection of the winter's sun was so 
strong that it was as warm as an English 
May, although the tops of the mountains 
were covered with snow. Through this val- 
ley runs the little river Liska, and surely if 
ever stream was worthy of the muse's praise^^ 
Liska is entitled to her share. A rustic 
bridge for foot-passengers was thrown across 
it, and innumerable flocks of sheep and goats 
were browzing its luxuriant pastures. The 
stream abounds in trout, perch, and a fish 
they call boga, which I suppose to be the 
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dace, llpon ascending the opposite hill W^ 
sa\^ Muga on the left^ and near it die itdtis 
of a castle. In advancing from this upon oui* 
place of destination^ we were thrown into h 
Ktde alarm. We Were now within thi*ee 
leagues of the French, or perhaps nearer, ias 
their outposts extended close to the banks of 
the Ezla. As we were talking of this, three 
d^valry, apparently in French costume, began 
to ^descend a hill m front of us. Upcm ob* 
serm^ m they stopped, and one of them 
went back as if for the pur^e of pobedinig 
^ -w^Am who was fallowing at some little db- 
tdn^i&. A <&bll kind df paus^ n^W ensiled. 
Mh - — ^ and tnyself were wdl amt6d> and 
&at «#o Portuguese s^fV^ts inMeVskk^ tio. 
Putting 5\iiMves ther€^c»*e into the itldst fttar- 
iM or del" we could, we galloped u^ to Hi&tA 
adi demaSided #ho they were* lliey flife^ 
dtifc their p^Ksspbrts, And proved ilkemsfehreii to 
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be our friends th6 Guerillas. We learht from 
them that the French have a force of about 
1000 men only in Zamora^ and that an e^ual 
liumber with a detachment of gehs-d'armes 
had^ a few days before^ taken possession of 
Benavente. They conceived we should be in 
no daiiger of a surpriise at Carvijalas^ as iht 
Eida wak considerably swollen^ and the Spa^ 
niards had secured Hie boats to their oWn 
ride. Near Benavente, however, is the bridge 
called Puente de St. Craatino, but then tnere 
are detachments of Guerillas in all the Villages 
on our side the river, viz. at Mansinal, St. 
Vincerite, St. Pedrico, and Perilla de Castro. 
About three o'clock in the dfi:emoon "we 
entered Carvijalas, and procured a billet from 
the £scriv)[ino. As soon as we were establish- 
ed in our quarters, we paid a visit to General 
Renovales. Mr. kept back the intro- 
ductory letter, until he saw what reception 
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he would giye us ^«[J^$g^hmen, JHle waf 
freezmgly polite^ au4 fdt asJ^iamed to be thawf^ 
into cordiality wheu we presented bim wit)i 
tbe epistle from bis '' buen 91x1^, Ppii Melr 
cbor/* From his bouse we proceeded to &aU4 
tbe ex-governor of Zamo^a^ wbo received; ns 
wi A every kindness and hgs«taliftr. Dinner 
was on ibe point of bdng served ^p^ i^d he 
inSsted upon our staying. Huqgiy traydto 
need Kttle pressing. In tbe evening we bad 
a pleasant tertullia, at wbiob a nuidber o{ 
Spanisb ladies were present We wereberei 
troduced to one Don Gabriel Maroto^ who 
stationed bere on observation. Lotd \jf. jkap 
nearly twenty persons similarly employed; on 
tbis side of tbe Ezla^ wbo transmit acoouats 
to bead-quarters of whatever Ms under ti^ 
notice* 1 j 

On tbe following morning I strolled aboufc 
to take a view of tbe town, wbicb can boast 
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of not more than half-a-dozen city-Uke houses^ 
ih3 rest having the long^numing low roofs 
winch diaracterisse the village. The church 
has nothmg remarkable ahout it. The vtralls 
are covered with miserable daubs of ptdntings, 
all of which relate^ as usual^ to Qiirades. 

The following is an inscription written be- 
neath one of Ihese hallowed tablets^ wha*eon is 
depicted a man lying on a sick bed^ and pray- 
ing devoudy to the Vir^ Mary^ who is re- 
presented as peeing at him from behind a 
curtain— 

** Bernardo Casado San Juan Vicino y Ess** 
desta Villa, estando infiermo de Acddientes e 
desaudado offricieron a S^ de V Carmen i 
lu^fo sano. a.d. 1702."* 

There was another picture of the 11,000 
virgins, but upon what occasion, or where so 
many were assembled together, I must leave 

L 
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^ .jOQt ci:eseaTehe9 to discover *• Tliey were 
j^otiaUy; not (tf %>aiu4i (W^uiv Oppimte to 
this there was n large pictme g( SU Kichcim 
xwpng up soute fron purgati»ry. Behind the 
^hpuch is a granunar-flcbool^ where I found 
the sexBor boya reading Phiedrus! We left 
Calrvijalaa at nooni ixk our return to Braganza. 
, At Muga^ which I have before noticed, we 
had sotaM Conv^rsataon with the alcaldi, with 

■ 

the viewof getting him to use lus infltience 
with.the peasantry to se^d in their cattle for 
sale to Braganza. We told him that it was. 
durii% the winter season that we mue^ pro- 
videi^esources for striking anothcar blow agaiiist 
I \. ■ ,..-'■ 

* Aooording to the l^nd^ St. Ursula and 11^000. 
virgins were sent into Britain to be married to Conon 
and his knights^ about the end of the 4tli century> and 
were either martyi^d on the sea by tbebafbarous people;^ 
or by AttOa, king of ihe Hans. 



«lod i^ieoiw Frahiceses^i. but- ' ali' iMr eflftiitg 
to Idndte in him Ihe.flani^ €^ pMtf MiMn wete 
answered 1^^ a Mgii'^ Wto V ' ' 

AIcaid9C»> dirtAnt fMT leagues Urom* Carvi- 
jalas, is a tolemUy good town. HeiWiVe found 
l3)e intendaney of^ YaHadolid, which hiad re- 
moved from Traibessas to this plaice tWo' days 
hi/hre our- amval. The iQt^ndatft wad abun-* 
dantly cW3>^ and in pleading his in^AJKty to 
forward oixr: views^ regretted his not having 
any authority^ in this district ; but the truth is^ 
he could' do a great deal^ but will not* We 
staid the night at Trabessas> and had quafrter^ 
in the house of the eurate. * He, good easy 
man^ was too agreeably occupied with theooiH 
versa^on of his nieoe^ who had just returned 
from a distant visits to' spare us mu^h of his 
company* It is a litde singular that almost 
five cures out of ten whom I have met with^ 
have always an inmate possessing no ordinary 

L 2 
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pratearioM tOi beauty ; aad tUs nngularity i# 
iurdieiiiiiQre increased' by the pi^efty imtete 
being invariabfy th6 good num^s niece. ^ 

We r et tfh^ Brflgnnwi iiJCTt Morrang iin iv9(w 
bcihe tfdr, but iMiougli there iirare. neatly 
2Sa0f head of cattb for^rale, we could oi&j 
neoeed fai pofcfanrii^ 120^ and those at iha 
amrage of as many ddlais eadi> i. e. about 
36^ per head^ at the present T$ie oi ^ik 
ehfoige. Is not this a frightftd price I espen 
ciaBy whm you oonsider that they ivill not 
ateri^ more than 800/. by ihe lime they 
reach the army^ and they must eten travd 
wdl to do that As the 5th division on 
the Dueso are entirdy dependent upon us 
for their supply^ we are obliged to purchase ; 
but I hope that our unwillingness to gpive the 
extravagant prices asked by the dealers will 
have the effect of lowering the market. 

A few days ago I was at Vinhaes, a very 
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jjdeittaQi tewn Itrnr ksaguoi 6om this en ihe 
raadl to AficandfiQa. I codi^ coaly pnrdiflBCl 
forty-two head> and at exorUtant prioesJ I^sa^irt 
a pair of draught oxen, tiie property ol Ge- 
neral Baroellas, sold for Sity moidoresy eqm^ 
vak&t, at the present exdiange, to 90/L! 
I was billetted on a fidalgo, who entertained 
me sunqptuoosly, and we had huge dionor 
and ereniiig partiea both the days which I 
remained widi him. There are many mag- 
nificent houses in this town belonging to ihe 
nobility, tibe greater part of whom, howerer, 
had gone to Lisbon for the winter. 
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.]mA«AiiiA» Fjsik 9Q# 1813. 

I AM miserably digappoittted in BragaiuBa; it 
is the dullest place I eVer^ saw^ and I now 
iiegin to regret eten fny p^Dcxr qmviers .in Mr 
tneida^ which stood so ihospfftablyopen tOidie 
^wind and rain* There^ I had alwa}« the go- 
Temor^s lM>use to resort' to, ivhen in want of 
5o<nety, and it was seldom that a day passed 
without having myself an opportunity of b&- 
ing hospitable to some British officer passing 

through. General now and then leaves 

his command at , and comes to us for a 

few days, for the purpose of gatherii^ intelli* 
gence as to the movements of the Freneh on 
the other side of the Ezla, but I suspect his 
reconnoisances tend also towards a different 
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quarter. The old goiremor, a florid^ good* 
natured, ^hite-headed gendeman of «ixty^ 
who always goea forth to the puUic in a most 
exaggerated gold-laced codted hat, is married 
to a very pretty woman, possessed ol more 
grace and naivete than what Nature laTishes 
upon Portuguese ladies in gmeral. Her 
sister. Donna Mariana, lives with her ; and 
die fonl^nouthed chronicler says that the gal- 
lant general's attentions are well received by 
both ladies-«-the governor himself, good easy 
raao, toeing 

^^ Doctus spectare lacunar." 

» 

So. modh for scandal, which in England is 
supposed to be the prerogative of tea-tables, 
where ladies oit in solemn inquest upon the de- 
ceased reputaticms of their neighbours. From 
' what quartar do you suppose I foraged this 
dainty morceau ? Do not suspect the women; 
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Aejrw pbpr tiuogii mo too *W!iA imnnuedfiom 
att dii» xiwoun !Qf this. Mfl^ N^ 

to trifle with your ime, my infonnant was 
Padie MartiDho, oae (^ the chaphuns of the 
faifihop, who takes care of the palace. 

The Bishop, D<m Antonio de Vdga, de- 
isicended from one of the first fioailies in 
Portpgal, aiid not an ali^n from royal blood, 
lives almost in monastic retirement at the fit- 
tie village of Castro, about one mile from the 
city. Some years ago he was, I understand, 
arraigned at Lisbon upon charges ofno less a 
nature than incontinency and sorcery. S<Hne 
circumstances of a very revolting nature tran- 
sput upon this oqcai^on. The en<]uiry took 
place in consequence of a nun (whose situation 
If puld ;iot aUow of concealment) having blas- 
phemously given out th#t she had been far 
vored in a similar mamier as the Virgin Mo- 
thejT was ki the days of Herod. She had 
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eim praoited the 'fafidn^ widi some phiak of 
ller xoSk, and by v^AsS^ Ub ExeeflMef was* said 
to hai^e^wrotigfat tiie ewe df various diseases. 
People came to him from remote parts of 
bodi comitries to be healed of their infirmi- 
ties: aad it was but the odier day that I met 
a peasant, subject to epilepsy, aa his road to 
Castro for the same purpose. The nun, I 
bdieve, had the miserable &te of hemg stran- 
gled at Lisbcm shortly after the trial. 

i ]4r, ^..u^ and myself paid our respects to 
him a few days ago, and he received us with 
suchan airof humifity! His hands crossed upon 
his breast ; his eyes bent downwards on the 
ground; while a femt smile of inexpressible 
signifieancy ^yed upon his pallid but h^hly 
ea^ressive countenance. He is deeply read 
in andent and modem history; and I felt 
truly adiamed when he touched upon some 
points in our own annals, in which I stood 
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OMYwsfoi of gton iguoftwooe. Wkh respect 
to fdUgiom liberty^ he made no scrapie to let 
usfiee&e libenlitjr of Ins opimmiB; and Tbe- 
lieve it would be no difficult matt^ to bring 
him to aFo^tr tbat the Vope is thednrf heretia 
He said, " that £he mental errors of men, 
while the great truihs of rdigion are main- 
tained, are but .as dust in the balance, and do 
not merit those damnatory prohibitions and 
rancorous persecutions witib which they have 
been so often punidied.'' Could this be said, 
do you think, in sincerity? He certainly 
spoke with much warmth; whether real <Nr 
afifected I do not know: but how can he, if 
such be his genuine sentknents, carry on Ihese 
pious frauds? (not to call diem by a worse 
name). 
A few days after tins conv^saJkm, Mr. 

recetved a long letter from him oq the 

subject of civil and religious liberty. On tiie 



that of the ^iHiil)«fii.»Aiiiteiim*. Mr. 



,#-"**«^" 



bB9 fiibc^ forwarded ihe letter to I&&>7ttl 
Hi^glmess ike Duke of Keo^ 110 a fitemry^cn- 
riosity of ^e eouatry* Tbe ditfetnSdiiig (Ti* 
.beriti8,. you know, in the eommenoement of 
hk idgA wa& wont to my, ^^ llie tongues dT 
mjsn ia a £tee ^tate ought abso to be free." 

Bepidff a bislK^p residing out d the town^ 
we halve 3n ardU)isho|i reaiiitpg in thetown^ 
the Arc^Ushop df Burgee^ ja venerable kind- 
hQ$rted man, eijghty years of age» who has 
cwie to Portugal in setoch of that peace ,and 
retirement which his own couttry at present 
4»»»t.ffi«d. Hi. «c<>m. i. «»11. «d 
uderivied^ I . undentand^ from the v<diuntary 
ecHitribiKtiiins (^ the ^eaft(m9 of Burgos, by 
whom he is jgreatly beloved. It is sufficient. 
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hofwofer, for dw Mpport of a iMdeiMe ertin 
bfithment^ ahlumgfa noiUiig in ooittparisctt 
with the priocefy reirenue he fonneriy est- 
joyed^ He has "wiidk faim a private chapbra, 
an amanuenos, four servants^ and a kind of 
atate-caniage drawn by nx mules. Nodung 
can exceed his detestation of the French^ and 
particularly of Napoleon, of whom th^e is no 
story, how absurd soever it may be, but he 
religiously believes. His antipathy to '* los 
picoros ** is not to be wondered at, for he was 
soundly cudgdled, poor man, by the French 
soldiers during the treacherous bunness at 
Bayonne, and narrowly escaped with his life. 
I frequently make him a mcnming virit, and 
generally fold his amanuensis reading to him, 
whole he himself is employed in manufoctur- 
ing his own soup ! This is the dmplest sort 
of pottage imaginable; — ^some heads* of garlic 
are kept simmering on the ashes in an earthen 
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Yemd wlddi Jiol^ aliGittitwo qportexif fimter; 
a few i9Witea.bef()ir& itk raqpiiied fornn> faigr 
T^celimcy putet in witfa. lus own. egSacafsi 
haiids, a c^^taia quantity of xed pqp|>er and a 
smafl cup of*c3; and Hie proeessris completed 
by poaxiDg the whole over some thni sKees of 
Spanbh hsead.. I do not pretend to account 
for the apparent whunocality of this conduct; 
it mayarisey perhaps, from the doting hu^ 
moors of advanced age, from th^ wearinefis 
and inanity infeparahle from A state of eiile, 
or fr(Hn a pikiaitive simplicity of manners, of 
which the JRoman Dictator is the great mo* 
del*;— 

* * 

-— Curius^ parvo quie l^rat horto. 
Ipse fods brevibus ponebat oluscula. 

JUT. SAT. XI, 78. 

. * A French author of the last jceatury, who haa been 
accused of wantonly decry^ing the customs and manners 
of the Spaniards^ had probably met \rith a similar in<« 
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The amamieiiss ag I' entered tlie other 
momaig wag eDtertaimig the venerable pre- 
fate wfth the aooount of a hidicrous. pedigree 
of INapdeqn pund Josephine,, and of the ai%in' 
of the name '' Bvonaparte^ Hisv Excellency 
will not allow it to be a pas^piinade, but 
holds it a piece of genube history. lii the 
same work,. Murat, the Di^. of Cleves, is^ 
made out to have been a tidcer at Cafaars,: 
and after passing some gkomy years in k^tle* 
mending, '^ el tal Marat paso anos atros re* 
mendado peroles **, was promoted to the post* 
of wap^ter in the coffee-house of St. Sebastian 
at Madrid. 

The only excursion which I have made 
since my last has been to head-quarters at 
Villa Formosa, a few leagues beyond Almeida. 

stance when he says^— '' Les grands d'Espagne se font 
ULfdaiid ^ragoAt d\m afl •n d'lin cdgnon; qa'ila cade- 
naoent nne chatne d'aigent k leur pot^ de pear que 
lean dmnestiqiies ne mai^^t la viande qui est dedans." 
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The route from Braganza to Torrci de IMbn- 
carvo I copy from my journal i-^ 

UCAGVXS. 

FromJBragaiiafrtoSoTtes.^.t*.... 3 

(small village/ rich 
ValBcmfeitoSi ^^ 

(in corn. 

I'large and flourish- 

(ing town. 

"pretty village which 

St. Gomba**. 2J you teach by a bad 

Jonqueira..... 2 

Postella 1 

Moncorvo .... 1 

In approaching Junqueira^ ydu desoend 
upqn th^ valley of Yillari^a^ the fertility of 
Mrhich I hoive already mentioned* This tieh 
vale is hummed in by barren and lofry moun-^ 
tfdns. The little river of Villarifa virindsr 
through it, and virhich you cross no less than 
seven times in the course of half a league. 



Fkota a ft»t Vk^ of the pronnee of the 
Tnt « Montes, the iroretter k not mduoed 
to think very favouraUy of its fertility and 
popolation, bat ttpon dosar inspection his 
opinion changes. Cultivation of no conmum 
order will oflten surprise him in tiie very bosom 
€i sterility^ and a *eheerfiil village meet the 
e^ where he least expected to find one. 

I slept the seoond night at Postdla^ a place 
consisting of only two houses^ both inns or 
estalages, one of them called Silvera, the other 
Postella. Here you cross the Sober by a 
very pretty bridge of seven arches. The 
mer at this spot sometimes rises fifty feet 
above its ordinary levels and the people of the 
estalage shew a mark halfway up the «de of 
dieir hoiise^ which is buflt on an ^ennenoe, 
where ti(e water readied tinee years ago; 
but this only hiqipens when the firesh of tiie 
Duero breaks in upon the current of tiie So* 



bor^ whkk discharges liself into tl» firmer 
alxAt half a league.belaMrthe^bliigeyaoi^ as 
it were, imdfec Moncorro; 

I arrived at Almdda AefioUomSi^dayy and 
took 1^ my quarters in the hospitafale maah 
mxk of the governor. I leamt froin lam, ^bat 
he had it in contesnfdatian to solicit a fariga- 
di^^hip in thd Spanish servioe ; and certainly^ 
to a man of enterprisdng chataoter, this service 
presents a wide fidd ; one, so dioked with 
weeds, that the. flowers are scarce distingiUBbf- 
able. Their army is at present an inoongnioBS 
and tumultuous mass. The deficate fine wfaicii 
ot^ht to run betwem the private and ihe 
officer is tram|ded : on and effiieed. A demre 
for military appearance, that sort of neatness 
boisderifl^ upon pomp, but never reaclnng it, 
is totally unknown. SdcKers and officers are 
alike slovens in their persons; or, if they do 
perchance make a diqdby more than ordinary, 

M 
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it is but of a tawdry kind^ Vke embroidery 
upQU^aadboloth* It is no small point giAned 
to make a soldier prtfud of himsdf» i. e. of hs 
dsess^ &c« And it is a curious fact^ that black 
balk and pipe*clay have contributed more to 
flie invincibility of our troops than you would 
imagine. I q>ent a pleasant day or two with 

Captain. /whose brigade is quartered at 

Gallegos, a few leagues on tl^e Pcntaguese side 
ofCiudadIlod<Mrigo« AhurgebaminthisViHage 
has been converted into a temporary theatre; 
and the cmtymmy has had the honour^ during 
the winter^ of exhibidng a number of pieees to 
^^ overflowl^ and brilMaat bouses/' Captain 
-^— m their diief man, stage-manager/ and 
actor of first parts. A few weeks ago he ap«- 
peared m ^' Zanga." Lord WelKugton and 
Us staff were present* On the nexi day his 
kurddbip took the fieM with his — lox houndsv 
and in the ^dor of tl^ cbasO) C^taia — 
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#afe tinb^ra firom hii hoiie iBfea a ri^ Lord 
WeUingtm wifaMBsed the catastropiie^ and 
asdced who it was. ^^ It's only Zaiga trasfaiig 
kis ftoe^ my latd\ said Colonel - — ^^r^ who 
was ri&ig by . So nu^h^lbr imd^qiart^^ 
bttntin^ aiietscbte. We now and then* hsvB a 
kind of kimtiiig i)arty of our own at Bi-agaaza, 
fer wyeh we lUf e indet)t€rd to tiie ndscellaneoos 
paek of a sporting butcher hi tins dty^ ydeped- 
Me»dozif» He claims c^onsangtihnty vAtix the 
ftflte pugilistsa Wo of our own cotmtry, whose 
fame he has heaid d(, and supp^nrts his pre- 
hensions t^ the breed by havings ou several oo- 
easions^ i^wn Idmself-'-^l a>^oM IldXu- 
hyxM. •— ^1 have been amused ibis morning 
at seeing a number of jack-asses pass through 
from Gdllidia. They were all of uncommon 
size and substance^ and kept fer fhe purpose of 
batting mules. Their housings were sump- 
tuous ; and it was pleasant to see these poor 

M 2 
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craltaies, so despised in many countries, led 
along by- tbair. owners with w^iudi pride and 
care . as^ if Aey had been stallims of Atahy, 
The vahie of one of these anin^als varies 6om 
OOttotlpO guineas i I nuist not omit to iqfoim 
3F011 of adiacoyeiy whkdi I hawMoade, v* m 
Bragan2ai3 the Paradise of tlie Jews. . . The 
merchants and lespeetable shop-keepeiss ai^ 
nearly all of this pawarion. It is true^ they 
have no synagogue;^ and an open profession of 
their faith would endanger their lives — cerr 
tainly their liberties. I understand^ how^eir^ 
ihey meet privately among themselvesb pnd 
celebrate the rites of th^ church as a sort of 
freemasonry, while in ih€ar outward behaviour, 
and their attendance at mass, they are hyper- 
catholics. The women have no communion 
whatever in the Levitical ceratnonies. 



P.S. The French have been ravaging Al- 
camzas^ only four leagues from this, axid are 
at this time near Puebla de Zenabria. ' Hie 
Archbishop of Burgos, and a number of the 
wealthier inhabitants, have predpitately left 

the place. General is here, and we 

ride out daily towards the frontiers in order 
to gain intelligence. His remark to me re- 
specting the Spanish army is exactly inmilar 
to the opinion of the governor of Almeida ;— - 
^' The peasantry make the best soldiers in 
the world, but are headed by the worst of 
officers.'' 
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If ARCH 17. 1813. 

On the 1st instant we Idfi; Braganza on a tour 
into Gallicia. Our route was as foHows }— - 

QidlM....c. ^<.....m1 

Ifdbmento •..•••••••••^••••l - • 

Mo9salye8«...^..«......«.«l^ 

Musquita • I 

These are the distances as stated by ihe peiar 
santry^ for here we have no routeiro to refer to. 
At Moimento we crossed the little river of 
Tuela^ and entered upon Spain. Here we met 
with one of our cattle dealers, driving on ahout 
200 head of small cattle towards Braganza, 
which he had purchased in the neighbourhood 
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of Lugo. We were detained so long in re*' 
Tiewidg the herd, and talking oyer the price 
to be paid, that it was nearly dark when we 
resimied our journey^ We had not proceeded 
£ur before we began to opprdtend that we had 
BQistaken the way. The traveller who dunks 
of journeying here by roads and directions of 
places^ will frequeirtly find hinself egregionsly 
mistaken. Portugal and Spain, in some parts, 
are only to be known by trees, rocks, moun- 
tains, or other features of nature, which re- 
mark holds good of dH wild and mountainous 
countries. Mr. , who had been here be- 
fore, kickily rescued us irom a wide abearration, 
by recognizing^ at a little distance, a peculiai? 
gjroup of trees on the other side of a f aidney 
and by wHeh object we r^gmned the sight 
track for Musquita. Quarters were assigned 
us by the Alcaldi in the house of the SencH- 
Abbot. This being the night of the Extrude, 



called by ns the eve of Shrove Tueaday^ the 
viUage was one scene of music, merriment^ and 
feasting : they seemed anxious to devour meat 
enough to support them durmg the approadw 
ing Lent. A large party was assembled at 
the abbot*s. Masters and servants mingled in 
the same dance. It was a night of perfect 
equality, and passed away amidst 

<' Quips and cranks and wanton wbiles^** 

such as lighting pieces of tow, and throwmg 
them at each other^s faces, sprinkling one an- 
other with flour, and fillmg their neighbour's 
shoes with cold water. 

On the following day we continued our 
route, with the intention of reaching Las Her- 
mitas before night, distant seven leagues. The 
route was as follows ; — 

LBA6UE. 

Pereiro.* •••. ^ 

Alcanizo ^ 
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Peishero...««.«..««. 1 ) intermediate viUagef, 89]yi^, 
Viana • 3 j Suano^ Montejp^ Pinso. 



Foraellos^ ^ 



.J 



Chad de Castro... ^ 

Las Iiennitas 1 • •> >. ^ .i 

Alcanizo is a small town^ and very dirty^ but 
at this point the amazing fertility of Gallicia 
began to open upon us. The prospect was 
extremely fine. In front of us rose a sierra*, 
the crests of which were buried in the clouds, 
and capped with snow. In these mountains 
are stags^ bears, and wolves. As we advanced, 
this sierra seemed to close round us like a vast 
amphitheatre, of which Ihe interior space was 
diversified by hills^ valleys, plains, and villages ; 
the latter met the eye in every direction, and 
you no sooner entered any than you appeared 

* The term sierra, peculiar to Spain and Portugal, 
denotes a chain of mountains, the successive peaks of 
which present the resemblance of a saw. 
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always in the centre of a eirde of them. The 
whole Oalfician anny^ which is computed at 
30^000, might he quartered here withb a cir- 
cumference of ten mileg. 

Upon descnding fit)m Pinsja upon Viana, 
we crossed the Behay by a toleraUe stone 
bridge. This river rises in a gap of the 
mountains in the direction of Puebla de Ze» 
nabria« Viana we found a dull looking town. 
The Governor of Benavente had left it the 
day preceding our arrival. He had been over 
to inspect some cavalry which were here refit- 
ting; i. 6. taking from the peasantry «very 
horse they can find, without giving them any 
thing in return. These Cavallieros had suf* 
^red the French to cross the Esla a few weeks 
agOj and surprise their steeds, while they were 
engaged at a ball given by the governor in 
Benavente. 

Arriving at Chad de Castro, we inquired 
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our way to I49 Hermtas^ wbicb £» oijit of 
ike Lugo road. We weare tpid that it was 
d&rtant me league^ aiid'tbiifttqKmwriyiiigat 
A gr<wp of dbvQslDiit tteai» we iwre to stifte 
off to (ihe lisft. liD tbi^ comtry there is 
aefiradyaDy tlnli^: ahoostimmediatd^ after 
smh$Qtmf^t oomes on. This was our idtua* 
l9(m« Atsiitt^setwebegaQtodesceBdanuma** 
tain; and by a fiitality not unusual with trap 
va&Qia m this coutttryj found ouisehres in a 
deep nndn^ "mth » river before u^ and no 
tmaes <d any road. Sheph^ds' fires were 
gfeammgr in the distanooj, hut the river was 
between us aiid tben^^ We bad no altemai* 
Hve but tOi reraseei»4 and endeavour to feUin 
wilK SQine r<Hid which UHght conduct to a Tilr 
lege. Whm we. regained the heights, village 
lights appeared on every sid^; butbyi»)me 
^ cantriqp,s%ht'\ k we advaqced they seemed 
to lieeedis^ At. length, having crarwled and 
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stnmUed alxmt far tipwards of two hours, as 
romaix^es begin, (alUiough it led to the mid of 
our wanderings,) we heard a deep-tened bdl; 
followed in the direction of the aound, and 
soon discoyered a broad paih--way. We had 
not descended (for we were again descending 
some mountdn) more than a quarter of a mile^ 
when we came to a littib oratory, or temple. 
"Here we are*, cried I. About 200 yards ffu> 
ther, we came to a second, thmi to a third**- 
fourth — ^in short, for a good mile there were 
nothing but temples* "What are all theseiem* 
pies r cried we to some persons standiog^ before 
a group of houses, at which we had nMr.ais 
rived. " They are the tem;^ of Las H^ 
mitas^ replied a decrepit old man who was 
crawling up the road we haddesomded, with 
a lighted piece of charcoal between two ^cb^ 
and which he was omtinually bIbiriDg with 
his breath, to euddb him to see his winr;-** 
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^ Hie Teftipled of Lafi^Heormitttr md wn^ 
^^ and where ase you going at lUs: tbie of 
tight?'' ^< To say nqr pri^'^rs at the finthesl 
temple ", lej^ied* he.; '""my das are maliy^ 
and tixy penitence txkaub be gfeat^^^^Ged^be 
mthyott!" We bid the old |>emtent 'f good 
night", and addressed oossdves to sotne pe»» 
saotr who came out as it were to see who had 
atrired. '* Is this the village of Las Her- 
nntas f ^' ^ No ! this is Loco, Hermitas is 
lower down.^ We took one of these fellows 
lor a guide, and afiter passing another little 
regiment of temples, arrived at our head* 
^^uoters. We were not limg in finding out 
the house of Frandsoo Junqueira, a great 
cattle ^aler, whore we sdaced ourselves witib 
a potehero of fowl, garlic,, ham and cabbagei 
aU stewed togedier. 

On the Mowing morning I arose with an 
to view the place at wfaicb it had 
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eo0t U8 so buich tnmbte to arrive. Beneath 
the wiindowB ctf my bed-room dadied akng 
tlie BthBiff a; wild romantic stream^ in oae 
port dear and smooth as polished crystal; inr 
aiiolli^, brdieil by iodka, foaming and tmn«< 
Vang in trsterfidls. An excellent stone bridge 
carries the trayeUer into the Oisenaa road;, 
and in spile of the steepness of Ibe mountaiiis, 
idiidi rise from the. very brink of th0 lim^ 
the indnstrious Oallieian ha^ £)reed the coi^* 
tare of the vine nearly to their snnnaait 
' Retandng from the bridge^ my surprised 
was great at bdiolding, in so poor a viBagey 
iSoB torrets of a magnificent cathedral^ hoSlt 
abont 400 years ago, as I afterwards learned, 
by two; faLdnps of Astorga, and maisttaining at 
present an admimstcador and fonr chAplanasu 
To this cathedral and to these hi^vmitagda 
people come feom ail parts of the Peninsda. 
It is ta soanyv ^ ^ temple at Mei»Hi^ to^ ib^ 



Mahometan8^~*the maimed, the lame, the 
blind, penttents, and those devoted to religion 
from iheir youth, flock. Uther to offer up their 
prayers to the Vii^» The approadb to this 
venerable pile is throngh a spacaous eoiurt 
rather foneiftilly paved with various coloured 
pebbles. On the right hand side of this couit^ 
beneaith an arcade, are twelve wooden figiises, 
large as life, representing the Apostles. J^ 
das Iscariofe vifith a bottle (bag?) in Us hand; 
and grinning most horridly, is accommodated 
with a corner to himself. The Apostleg are 
aD labelled, like so many vials in an apotho* 
eary^s shop. At the farther end of tibis ai^ 
^ide is a figure of 6ar Saviour being tied to 
a sieke^ by the executioner of Hlate; and the 
artM> m order to excite, in a greater degreci 
an abhorrence for this unjust mmkter of ju£^ 
tiitoy haa embossed his iace with a {»*od^ously 
lat^e and: ^yigustiqg nose. 
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WHle Mr. and myself were oigaged 

in reviewing these figures, the loud swell of 
the organ burst upon our ears. We passed 
th6 palisades, whidi are surmounted by lions 
rampant, and entered the chtuxh. It was the 
celebration of grand mass. The curtain be- 
fore the Virgin was drawn up. The adminis- 
trador, m gorgeous robes, was droppmg his 
curtseys before the altar, which was iUumina- 
ted with a profusion of wax tapers. Frank- 
incense was bdng scattered about from salver 
cjensers, and I was in the act of persuading 
myself that the whole scene was very solemn 
and imposing, when I happened to turn my 
eye upon a pretty penitent;, who commenced 
such a battery of glances as speedily to coun- 
teract any incipient feeling towards this splen- 
did form of devotion. 

After breakfast we paid a visit to the admi- 
nistrador. Upon entering the hall, our at- 
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tenfion was drawn towards an old-fiushioned 
kind of arm-chair suspended from the end of 
a pair of steelyards ; and we were soon given 
to understand that the offerings to the Virgin 
were regulated by the weight of the penitents. 
A lively girl informed us that her penitence 
had cost her 4^ arrobas of wheat ; that is^ she 
weighed about 144lbs. avoir<iupoise. The 
adamiistrador was a good sort of old bigot, 
and^ while we were sij^ing his chocdate^ en«- 
tertained us with a rich variety of miracles 
which had been performed by our *' Lady of 
die Hermitages ^ and with an account of the 
number of distuiguished persons who had 
visited and enriched her shrine^ and of the ex- 
traordinary cures which had been vouchsafed 
to her suppliants. The conversation turning 
upon politics^ he betrayed the greatest anxiety 
to learn whether it were undoubtedly true 
that Lord Wellington had been declared Ge* 

N 
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neralissimo of Spain. The news faod btit just 
travelled into Gallicia; and itom what he 
said^ the greater part of the Spaaii^ amy 
were much diaceatented at Ms elevatioii to 
this rank* 

Our eonferenoe with Frandsco^ the cattle- 
deal^^ was so satisfactory; that we did not 
proceed on to Lugo as we had intended when 
we set out, but returned to Braganza by the 
»me road we came, highly delighted ynOi 
what we had seen of the fertility and beauly 
of this province. 

• The Gallicians are a ploddmg psdns^taking 
peo^ile. Strabo said df them in his tune, tlttt 
they veere Warlike, and difficult to subjtgate. 
This, I apprehend, is not their character at pie- 
sent. They seem all to be '^paisibles casaniers", 
and are not *' fougeux ", like the peasantry gf 
Castille. The population of Gallicia is com- 
puted at 1,200,000 ; but the number is small 
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nrhen compared with the extent and fertility of 
this part of the kingdom* In the tune of 
JuEus Cmstat, tbs whole population of Spain 
was reckoned to be nearly 40,000^000 ; which, 
c(»isidermg the imm^ise armies they sent into 
Ae field, is perhaps not &r from the truth. 
'The language c^ OaUicia is a mixture of Por- 
tagweae with Spanidb; which may be ac- 
counted -fer by the emigration of such great 
tnunb^s of its inhabitants into Portugal; 
^hen after passing the greater part of their 
lives as gaUegos in Lisbon or Oporto, they 
return to theur own country, bringing back 
it0getiber with the earnings of their labour 
the dialect of the country in which they were 
required; 
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LETTER XII. 

SBAOANZ4> 28tU APJSLlh, 1813. ) 

Since the datq of ^y last^ with the exception 
of a journey to Miranda^ I have been station- 
ary in this city. The Lent season has been 
an. uncommonly dull time; dayafter day we 
have had nothing but masses and religious 
processions. On the morning of the Testa 
dos Pasos, while I was in bed, the officers of 
the Juiz de Fora entered my room with a 
'' con li9enca Senor *\ and proceeded to em? 
bargo all the spiritual pictures wiOi whic^ my 
Jewish landlord had decorated the walL» of kis 
room. These were to swell the pageantry of 
the commemoration of our Saviour's passion. 
In the afternoon this solenm mockery began. 
The military being drawn up on each side of 



\ 
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tilie street^ a herald led the way^ bearing a 
Roman standard with the letters S. P. Q. R. 
He was followed by a miserable-looking na- 
ked wretch, flogging himself with thongs of 
twisted leather*. Then came after him two 
more in as shameful a state of nudity, drag- 
ging massy chains which were rivetted on their 
ancles. A fourth followed, walking back-^ 
wards, holding a naked sword between his 
teeth, and smiting himself with the blades of 

* Perhaps in tills disgusting exhibition are to be 
found some remains of the old heresy of flagellantism^ so 
common in Italy (its birth-place), Germany, and 
I>*rance, until put down by Gregory X. and the Em- 
peror Rodolpho. This heresy, as is well known, con- 
sifiAed in the Flagellants maintaining fiistigation to be 
more efficacious in obtaining pardon for sin than 
sacramental confession. These Flagellants were an- 
tiently very numerous in Castille, and obtained under 
the name of Bastajos — ^most probably from the Greek 

Baarou 



182 LETTER XII. 

other two^ having one in each hand. Next 
came a cross of prodigious size^ borne l^ foxir 
penitents^ and followed by a supported %iif e 
in wax^ reprei^nting our Saviour. &lniid 
him crept two tiaked wretches on all-ftmrs, 
bedaubing themselves with the mud of the 
streets. Next came forward a number of 
children, gaily dressed out, powdered, fizzled, 
profusely painted, and having wings appended 
to their shoulders. These represented angels> 
and preceded the Gouvemador do Bispado, 
who advanced beneath a gorgeous canopy of 
silk, supported by two priests of inferior rank. 
The military governor, in a suit ol sable, 
closed the procession, followed by the ecde- 
siastics of the town and a company of mSi^a. 
On Easter Monday the wonien are accus- 
tomed to assemble in the streets, each bring- 
ing with her an earthen pan and a small stick. 
One of them is blindfolded, and being armed 
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Vfi^ a cudgel, tries, to ^' romper as panellas'^ 
vrjbjich.thie rest of the party din about her ears. 
Xhe^ conseqjMence is> that not only a ^reat 
.^iwyrpans are byoken^ but a great many heads 
^Iso^ ¥diich of course add3 considerably to the 
iestiyity of the occasion. In the afternoon^ 
£gW€S of men, stujBfed with straw^ and clothed 
in rags> are suspended in various parts of the 
town. These are all representatives of the 
Inr^itar Judas; apd alitor being heartily pelted 
imd eoiecrated by the boys during the day^ 
aie ^t night compiitted to the flames. 

.1 am sorry to say that I have had a very 
^e^mce. attack of the aguan fever, and ftom 
which I am but slowly recovering. A very 
$e]?i9ible did lady of my acquaintance always 
^asingnipd a& a reason for wishing to live^ *' that 
she might see what would come next"; and 
lin mrf own case I must say, that it would be 
particularly disagreeable to die at present, as 
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flig ^xmy is jU9toQ thepwrt of nMingy and 
I have a giMt de^ of euriosi^ to know what 
'^ will come next" in the ensiQ]^ campaign. 
An or^r ha$ just armed from faead-^narters, 
to form a yery lajrge dep6t at BtsigauuL, 
wikik is to be the line of march for the aeeond 
djfvi^ion and a great portbn of the cavalry. 
W^ have also sent requisitions to the avthun** 
ties of the different villages for a supply of 
tsansport^ which is extremely scarce evm in 
ti[ua« province* The lowest rate of pay per 
diem, for a pair of bullocks, is 3^000 (1 ew 
f<;^ . dollars). A labourelr in the field earns 
l^a^f^ar a-day (or twenty viniins), and a 
^ffitmn nine vintins. 

JtfAT 14tTMJ > 

I now resume my letter, whidb I hai^ b0en^ 
too ill lately to finish. I have been reoom?*. 
mended to take a journey to Lisbon, and. am 
in daily expectation of leave from head^Kjuar- 
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iers for that purpose. Every third day the 
tsver* attacks me^ and leaves me so weak that 
I csoi scaredty sit on hiHrsehack. 

A gt«at nany dragoon officers have already 
^ntcared Braganza^ to await the arrival of their 
respeotive regiments. The plan of future 
operations seems to be, that a part of our 
many wiU advance upon the Esla, and cros» 
p^hiaps at Benavente. 

General called upon roe yesterday to 

look at some memorandums which I had taken 
of the villages between Miranda and Carvi- 
jaKwMch seeim to fevour this conjecture. 
He dttewed me a statement which he had just 
received from a spy in Zamora, which sets 
forth the French force in that garrison as 
being 3^500 men ; and probably this will be 
the first point of attack. A courier has tins 
moment arrived, announcing the army to be 
in motion. The third and fourth divisions are 
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to be at Vimioso and Outeiro on the 22d and 
2Sd instant ; — ^the fifth and sixth divisions at 
Miranda de Pneyo, an tiie same day. Part 
of the cavalry under Colonels Ponsonby and 
Arnold \viU pass through this dty. A nephew 
at General Castanos has just U& us for Gal< 
ficia/to put the Spanish army in motion; so 
pm may es})ect^ before nutny week$> to bear 
of a blow being struck somewhere. My Iiteve 
has eome; and I shall leave this in a day bt 
two for Lisbon vi& Oporto. 
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* 

OFOBTO^ MAY 20, 1813.. 

I UBFT Braganaa on the 20th instant, decqp- 
ing the first night at Val de Prados. On the 
Mowing day between Bomes and Tiinidade, 
I fell in with the right brigade of the third 
division which was marching on Vimioso. At 
Villa Flor you leave the Moncorvo road to 
the left^ and descend upon the Duero by Car 
razedo. The country around Villa Flor is 
extremely wild and grand, and in its momi- 
tainous appearance much resembling that near 
Torre de Moncorvo. A remarkably high 
peak overhangs the town, upon the top of 
which is a chapel which has a pretty effect to 
the eye. The vineyards are pushed nearly to 
the summit of the mountains. The descent 
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horm^itBiedJO to tibe Dwroas by ^fti^iiM 
and p£6C]]Htbus icadc. Fdf seiurfy two kiagues^ 
QQiotraces of tnen are't# %e'siieti^ a»d stime 
stMBty^mth^ring^fiiiriib^^are a^ the vegetation. 
ASketjajiim^mta^^twelre wear^ Imagoes, 
ixeitSabd St. Joad de PesqtM^^ a town on 
the ;Beira side (tf the river^ at a late hour. 
The itmt^ stood thus: 

uAavssc 
Val de Pr^idos 5 

Bomes 2 

Trinidade 2 

VaiaFlor 2 

; ' ^ Canizedo*, ••••••.•* 3 

V- . . . , Douro 2 

Pesqueira 1 

^ The next day I proceeded to Quj^ata d'Or- 
gpl, ^Q league from Pesqju^ira^ an^l.that /or. 
,f^ Piurpose of emharking myself and efsi^Bikf 
Iq any b^rge that might be returning to Peio 
de R^oa^ a litUe town below Lamego. Al^ 



%High the qubta coosii^ only oi tkre^^ioi^ 
&ur houses^ yet it b a pllure of first impdrt^^ 
ance .to our army sA present. The iminens0^ 
busiBess carried on > here both fay land and 
water transport is condticted with the gceateit' 
regularity ^ magasines being estebliah^d >ati 
every convenient point for reoeinng^ t audi 
issumg suppHes. The Duero here begms id 
lose its wild and gloomy aspect. It was late 
in the afternoon before I could embark. The 
evening sail on the Duero was delightful* 
We accomplished a distance of only two 
leagues^ the navigation of this part of the 
river being dangerous by night, on account of 
the numerous rocks and shoals. 

I'knded at a beautiful UtUe village on! the 
right bank, and was hospitably received t£ 
the- ^quinta of an old gentleman, who iS' oiie df 
the greatest vine growers in the district ' f 
was regaled at supper with a bottle of the 
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gl^niiuie jiuoe^ oU and oilj ; my patron enter- 
tainiqg me die meanwhile m£k an acamnt of 
tbe mioG StctKy at Oporto. Its fiwnder was 
the gneat Maiqub ide Pombal. Ardent in 
evory tiling lie undertook, iMs statesman was 
edQgiiteDied by a genius winch never failed to 
direct his iqperationsy and ensure their success. 
The better to induce the vine growers t)f the 
Duero to embark in this speculation, he com- 
menced by instituting a bank which was oi- 
gaged to pay nearly twelve per cent, tot: mo* 
ney deposited, the principal being sunk for 
twenty years. For every 400^000 (600 
dollars) which a proprietor of vineyards had 
in this fund, he was entitled to one accao (or 
dot). Ten of these accaos, arising firom the 
invested sum of 4,000^8^000, entitled Imk to 
one aitire vote, whereas any thing short, of 
this. sum only gave him the fraction of a vote. 
These vi>tes were for the purpose of choosdng 



inspectors asid depaties of iJhe fflotory^ iff 
any Ttne grower belonging to tins ooQipony 
stood in need of a mim 4>f money^ n6t exceed^ 
ing the c^tual value of bis «statei the Sai^otf 
were boulid to letid it> taking only tlitie!^ ^v 
cent, for the use. The produce of Aie Doero 
and the demand v for foreign consumption are 
both equally uncertain; but the merchaatB 
could generally guess pretty nearly the quan- 
iky they were likely to dispose of. We will 
say^ for example, that they laid their calculo* 
tion at 80,000 pipes for any given year. One 
inspector or taster of wines was then appoint- 
ed by the foctory, and another by the growerlf» 
to purchase this quantity from the proprietors 
ef vineyards in a proportion regulated by the 
extent of liieir respective properties. These 
fkinbtionaries arriving on Hie Duero, find the 
produce of the year amounting to 60,000 
pipes. What then could the proprietors do 
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with the remaining SO^OOO^ a quantity much 
greater than home consumption would require, 
and which, if suffered to remain in hand, 
would prqudice the vintage of the foUowing 
year ? To remedy this, the factory was bound 
to purchase one^third of the remainder, and 
to distil it into agoa dente on the spot. Since 
the death of the Marquis, the greatest abuses 
have crept into the society, to the great op- 
pression of the smaller proprietors of vineyards. 
In the district of Oporto, no one can seD wine 
for home consumption, which does not come 
immediately from the factory. In the society 
above described, every man who could com-* 
mand ten votes was eligible to the office of 
inspector or deputy, in which he was allowed 
to continue only two years. Every thing 
now is very diflFerent : a great many English 
merchants are possessed of large estates on 
the Duero, and the whole is a sad monopoly. 
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The wine at present is very cheap, bang 
about S&roOO (47^ doUan) per pipe; 
whei^as last year it exceeded 100^000. 

The deadi of die Marqnis was followed by 
a general cormption in liie whole eoonomy of 
the Portugnese nation. In his time the stand- 
ing army was 40,000 men, for the mainte- 
nance of whidi the people were liable to an 
assessment of one-t^iih of their incomes ; but 
such was the r^;nlated economy of his age 
that ihey were never called upon for mwe 
than one-twentieth. The army at present, 
Uidading militia, does not reach 80,000, and 
the iiihahitanfa contribute nearly one-third of 
their incomes, the ecclesiastics being included, 
who formerly paid nothing. This, however, 
k eafflly accounted for when you come to learn 
that every tax filters through the not una- 
oointed hands <^ forty tax-gatherers, by which 

o 
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l^rocess. tb^ metal is suppoaed ta&ll more pii- 
yifi^ into the public exchequer. 

I siXQ»e at 4ay-ibreak^ and fiuiad my old par 
trpn alre^y stirring. He pointed out hk 
Yin^yardd riamg in majesty ahcnre his beautj^ 
giy^ta* The regularity o£ the Tineyarda 
upm spota so rugged axid sieep i& tr^ 
f urpiising. The ridges lise one ahove the 
oibb^r in tbe exactest ord^. Th^ haw jusfe 
Q^^lttded the fizHUb summer piuniog, a&d ai3» 
iH^pwmog to distil the agoa deate for the ei^ 
^mg vintage. This part jo£ the Dueio yirfdcN 
tbfi xichi^ wine* It is aloooBt lAs^, smi 
flpWA tUcfc and smeotk fike oSL The body 
q£ it in iis |uDBt year IB quite aurpriflis^ Thd 
9I4 man. t/aok me ^ visit hia wipe al<MPe cmk. 
flit in ihe.mouttl^in and sioohed ^mih elraen* 
^i[^ta; and with tjigme eWmi filled, bp was ^acN 
CQuated ib& ridhest^ pioppetoi osi the D|i€»rov- 



%High the quiato wnsii^ only of tkree^ior) 
four houses, yet it is a pllure of first impdrt* 
ance to our army at present. The immense^ 
busioiess carried on here both by land and 
wdter transport is conducted with tite goeate^ 
regularity, magazines being established ^ati 
every convenient point for reoeiving • audi 
issuing supplies. The Duero h^e beghutb 
lose its wild and gloomy aspect. It was late 
in the afternoon before I could embark. The 
evening sail on the Duero was delightfiiL 
We accomplished a distance of only two 
leagues, the navigation of this part of the 
river being dangerous by night, on account of 
the numerous rocks and shoals. 

i'knded at a beautiful little village on the 
r%ht' bank, and was hospitably received a^- 
the'^quinta of an old gentleman, who is* oiie at 
the greatest vine grbwers in the district* F 
was regaled at suf^r with a bottle of ^e 
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Oil the following monung I readied Joe! 
L(»agsta£rs> in the Rua Nova^ by breakfast- 
time, taldng tibe tmio^ wnte which I described 
to you in my first letter from Almeida. I 
purpose staying in Oporto a few days to re- 
cruit, and shall let you hear frx^m me ^igm 
when I get to Coimbra* 



%Hi£h tbe quiiita consi^ only of tkre^'.of^ 
&ur houses, yet it is a pibce of fiist inpcH^ 
ance io our army 4«t present. The immense^ 
bpsiikess carried on here both fay land amd 
water transport is condncted fvith tite gseaiesfr 
regularity, magazines being establUi^d. >ati 
every convenient point for reoei ving^ • and? 
issuing supplies. The Duero here beginS'td 
lose its wild and gloomy aspect. It was late 
in the afternoon before I could embark. The 
evening sail on the Duero was delightful. 
We accomplished a distance of only two 
leagues, the navigation of this part of thei 
river being dangerous by night, on account of 
the numerous rocks and shoals. 

I'knded at a beautiful litikle villag^ on the 
r%ht bank, and wa5 hospitably received ui' 
the* quinta of an old gentleman, who is- cHie of' 
the greatest vine growers in the district* " f 
was regafed at suppefr with a bottle of tiie 
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and the hedt tempered by its breeze. The 
people of the Beira as you advance begin to 
look more sw^ttby tbttti tiiCw of the Minho. 
The beggars on the road are extremely nu- 
mAXDUs aftid impodnniate. As soon as you 
upprotch any vittpgDj a troot^ ^^ duldren 
paaflY D9kedi. apd witix maJbogM^ odoui^ 
simsp scaiQper j^wny b6ft)rQ youi luid compote 
t^inaelves into suppliwlf 4itlitudts beiimdi 
efUfavftionA of th^ high h^vjm by vrbkh the 
rpa4 if^ g^nenily tm&oeAk md thm boseeeii 
ymr ^nty wkb efvery iwviilg tov^ axA gmf 
tw^ vl^b misery and «rtifit^ ena muggeslw 
^'hey invniMWy 40^we thewiselve^ to l» hel]fK 
l6«^ Qi;]4vaip^ aij^ ^' Oh^ SenM^ nad tmkflr 
p^y 1^ iwy'V is ib^ Qon^timt b^Ortlten of th» 
liu^en^^ thQ parents ei& ^ wbUi« wtfdb^ng 
from their wmdows the $uc)<iQ0fi of ihm A^Ml 
tPi tbe tray^Uer^fi ebiU^ty^ The^ wqtnen of this 



fixnumg those agricqltiiral kboms Trhich am 
uatially deemed the protkice of itten> such as 
sowiogv mowing, guiding the plough, &c Ip. 
every paart. of the road you meet with esta^ 
higes, toleraWy commodious, but shameMy 
impomng. The traveller, however, must be 
eonteiit with fish and an omelette, as their 
larders afford no otha: kind of entertainment. 
I slept this night at Sardad, being one 
league from the bridge by winch you cross the 
Yougm* The appearance of this river as you 
approach it is highly pkasing; winding and 
disappearing, and then disclosing itself again 
a# irregular and unexpected intervals. Antient 
geographers mention this V ouga as one of the 
duef iivets of Spain. Pliny calls it Yacca. 
WllAtever it might have been formerly, it is 
mt present unworthy of such distinction. N« 
boata can come up farther than the bridge^ 
ithich is i&tant only two leagues from Aveiro, 
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i^^{ii^f>l«c0it disdhaige» itself into thf^ tea. 

W^tl»»tKe Portuguese pMsessed only of a tiih# 

q{ thirib imUfe spint whidi evinces itself i«t euv 

QV^xi; bappy ooutitry by so many fine canak^ 

add other public worib> it would be ^easy 

to' rmider tbi^ river navigable nearly to Viaau^ 

and :8o a rummig trade would be kept up be^ 

tid^n that city and Aveiro. The lower bric^ 

of-tha Vouga» leading to Sardao^ is of Roman 

slructure, but is almost entirely obscured by 

the present one, which b built upon it. A 

bittH^h of the Roman military road from Lis«» 

bofi to Braga probably went over tfais^ strik* 

v^ off at Agueda (w^minium) and rc^^cnniiig 

at F^a the main road which passed throu^ 

Aveiro (Talis^brica). My reason for tlMs tm^ ^ 

jacture is, that in several places I thought I 

d|i§pv0red traces of that durable pavemmt ef ; 

si}^x md glarea with which the causeways of 

ttfls ilBft^nal people were^^nerally omrttueted* 



4loM^ AairiM 6f i^tttkgs. The wlijtdt M<tf 

^$taom of winidi are difieted the vwioil^ i^ 
gimi pravailuigf in the ^irorld« fo Another 
^ictiixe,ottr fiaiiour ib represcaBAedaaan attboiv 
aiid tiw apottfesas cadons^ wHh tl^ insadp^* 
tiim faeaeolh of '^ Apcwtoli fu^faat Caaooiciy 
Abbate Chtirto." On my fietum from ihit 
MDVent I was $ei»d with one of the (seyeraii 
attacks of agu^ I kava as yet experieneedi 
and wfaieh lefit me in such a state of bodily 
and mentid husEotude^ that during three daya 
lakaid hate I nerer got &rther than the banfca 

On the 4th iodstant I resnmed my jomti^ 
M tiro kagues. frdm Coimbim the^ travdlatf 
armea at tin onee magmfioent^ but novr deao* 
hkte^tanmof Co&deixa. Tbit vengeance wfaicli 
Maasana had reserved fior Coimbra^ fiiS wfthi 
a dfieadfisl Any upoa tina ffi^4tted plaoeu Tkd 



SOB ummu'Wf* 

Ae JBkHfeb QommaiidBat^ from vrhota I AbukL 
IftftHciircMiTed «&/ wdar upM the PortuguMe 
BlsgwKMile)^ liat took tt|» my resting-place at 
tiM £«teli^ d6 Conde^ n pretty good hotel 
jfk the merket«phftee« The uoiversity^ whi^ 
k Qowi in tontequwoe of the War> hut tUnly 
attended by stiideatt> wM founded origiiially 
at^ IiiAoiv 1^ King DioiiywiM (Dom Denie) ia 
1309>Mid afterwards transfeited by him to 
Gobnbva 1308. The atudentti^ before tbt 
Freneh inyas]0n> amounted to 1200 ; they arte 
BOW reduced to 800* The monarterieB hope 
are Tery numeroufi and very rkfa* Mass^tiai 
when advandng ki 1810> had reserved Cofai- 
braas^ a bonne boucbe of jUxaaiet fctt his re^ 
turtu He waSj however, unable to pai» tho 
Mondego^ and Ckmnbra esoaped trntoodhad^ 
The fiionastery of St«r Augflstin is a sunqf^tuoua 
mA spucioits bttSdiag. In the coifridors* aM 
^0 Qi three tc^rabk^ afid a gieafe mAay em* 



4ltMe^ 4&iAb of paktiftgs. Th» siifagtdt^if 
«!• picture is a s^^tural tree> oa^tkeriun&i 
Mftioite of wbitdi aro ^ieted tbe iiwioii^ i^ 
giaoA pravmluig in the worl^ fe another 
^ictiiKe, our Saviour i» repiteflcttted aaan abboiv 
and ti» apottfes as oadons^ with the insadp^ 
thm bettealh of ** Apofttoli fuerant Caaoitti^ 
Abbate Christo/' On my fietum from ihlt 
muvent I was seueed with one of the seineMii 
attacks of ague I have as yet experieBOsdf 
and which left me in such a state of bodily 
and mentid husEotude^ that during tluree daya 
I liaid hei:e I never got£urther than the buifci 
of tlffi itvtir* 

On d» 4th infttant I resumed my jowtK^ 
At two kagues Ironi Coimbra the travdDiitf 
anivea at tiba once magni&oaat^ but now deso* 
hkte^tttimof Cond&ixa. That vengeance whieh 
Bfaosanac had reserved fior Coimbra^ fidl with 
a di!ead&d Any upao tiiis ilMbted plaoeu Tbd 
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Ibe JBkHfeh wrtmanifant^ frmd whoDi I shtMiId 
klkJtoircMirad m. ordm upon the Pofftugime 
BligwIiMito)^ bat took 19 my refiting^plaeo at 
dM Etftali^ d6 Ctmde^ a prettjr good hobA 
jfk tlu» market-filaeei The imiversitjr, wfaidi 
tf mwi in contequeiioe of the TtrBr> but thinly 
ipttended by 8tiideat#> wM founded origkiaUy 
rt^ Iiiiboi]^ by King DioftyniM (Dom Dfnia) ui 
1S09, Mid afterwards transfdircd by him to 
(iOimbra 1308. The students, before the 
Frenefa myasion> amounted to 1200 ; they ar^ 
BOW reduced to 800* The monasteirieB hate 
are rery ntunerous and very rfeh* Massenai 
when advancing in 1810> had reserved Coim^ 
braasr a bonne bouche of pkmdeif for his re^ 
turn. He was> however, unable to pate the 
Mondego^ and Coimbra eioaped antoocted^ 
The aumastery of St^ Augostin is a snnqptuoua 
mi s)>aci(ms buBdi^g. In the corridors* aM 
tmo or three tolerabk^ and a gieafe aany em* 



4ieMer 4aiiks of pamtittgs. The sWfagMt 'ctf 
Me pifiture is a ^eriptnrol tra6> ontiM^mnfi^ 
^wtkiitt of wUdi are dtf i^ted tbe iiwioq^ fpUn 
girad pravmluig in the worlds fo another 
^ictitve, our fiomur v repiteflcttted a»ati aibboiv 
and tl» apottfes as cadons^ with tha insadp- 
Itim beaeafli of ** Apostoli fiienmt Caoonid^ 
Abbate Chftisto.'* On my return from ihif 
MDvent I was sdaed with cme of the sevwesi 
attacks of ague I havo as yet exparieneedt 
and which left me in such a state of bodily 
and mantid laadtude, that during diree daya 
I ataid here I nerer got &rther than the baiifca 
of the livesr* 

On die 4th iniBtant I resumed my )owiiey« 
At two leagues from Coimbra the txavdlw 
armea at tiba ooce magnifioant> but nom doBo^ 
hte^tmmof Condeixa. That vengeance wliicli 
Massana^ had reserved fior GoiDibra^ M with 
a disead&d Any upon thia ilMbted plaoe^ Tto 



'jsmsat&M pdacesy yAAohvftre bnc^ Ae pridfe 
'ttnd^cMaaiefit of CoiKlehta^ are now heaps of 
miin^* lth& eonflB^atioii continued during^ 
i\&ee '4aysi and ended only when the flames 
^mU ma nottting eke to devout. I had iH^ 
Wl^ Supposed Coimfara to have been the 
Ecttnan Cbnimbriga, and it is noticed as sudi 
in setmal dcsicriptions of this country. I find, 
howev^r^ that this distinction belongs to Con^ 
diSka^ ixt that part of it called Condeixa Velha, 
where tiie remains of more than one aqueduct^ 
and of other works of art, fiilly estabUi^ the 
pdiiA Some have supposed Munda (an to- 
timtcity of Boatica mentioned by Julius Csesalr; 
laidiMlndi has givai name to the Mondego) 
teJiav^^ be^ ^n the spot on which Goimlnn. 
iMmrcstandE^ but apparentiy without ^uficieot 
reasiai, ^iace no i^estiges of any antialsit d^ > 
have been discovered on the present site '#f- 
Ckmilim* The termini^ion of 00 many dties 



IP briga has faemfl0^ii^ fet^.b^arefi^^ 
i^wt onfpa to a fmimis l^g of Hm wmmnd 
Bcigo. or Brigm who gave bk aaae to ^ 
cities which he built^ and hence 
Medobriga^ Cerohriga^ Netobriga, Sio* It Ji^ 
however^ more probaUe, that this was. a g^er 
ml name for dty, in the did language of t}ie 
country, and was added after some appdli^ 
tive, the same as the Greeks added.^i^^J 
or the French added dunum^ and hence Lx^ 
dnnmi^ Augustodunum; or the GerBuai»wifii^ 
their burgfa^ as Friburgh, Hamburgh, &a 

. At. three leagues' distance from Condetxar 
waa Redinha, a populous and happy tonmi;! 
but now, thanks to the GaHie bands, a rainoua; 
h^ap. It was my design to have ataad Iha^ 
iU|^ iu tins j^aoe, but not a habitude houar^ 
waa to be fcAmd. I slq>t at a miserable erta^i 
li|ge half a league £Eurther. . ^ ;! 

;.0n the fdlowing day I passed thwHig^) 



W^H9»>tjie Fortaigwse pMiipeMed cmly^f a tilhi^ 

Q^'tl^ puiWb spint whidi evinces kadf ift mst 

Qnvor Jiappy ootttitry 1^ so many fine caoefa^ 

imd, otJEtev puUie works> it would be ^asy 

t9 roi^lef tbia river navigaUe nearly to Vi^eu^ 

£md:&o a riinmng trade would be kept up be^ 

tas^n that dty and Aveiro. The lower brid^ 

ctf-tba Vouga, leading to Sardao^ is of RcHiian 

siructuie, but is almost entirely obscured hyi 

the present one, which is built upon It. A 

bivinQh of the Roman military road fix)m Lis*^ 

bpn to Braga probably went over this^ strik* 

u;ig. ef^ at Agueda (i£minium) and rcJKHniqg 

afc Feira the main road which passed throng 

A^mrp (Talabrica). My reason for tUs tQn* . 

jac^ujre is> that in several places I thc^iglit I 

discovered traces of that durable pavement of. 

si}0x and glarea with wluch the causeways of 

tl^ idiperial people w^e^^enerally coosjbtuctefb 



*4Sadbi6^ orAgii^ js « larg^ and bnay 
tdnni^'Or rather tvfO'^tommjmkAg &a^'6ther. 
For « history of it; I imv^h^m telSme^ %o the 
lywkfi of Faria y Soioa, a P^rtug^t^se^ who 
wrote ah aoeotant of his'^coontry u¥49panidi. 
Tbk part? of the provinee^ B^ira is extremely 
i&^, ptoAvxing Awadmt ewpA <ji IndlaB 
ctamf tye, snA wheat. At Sardad the tra*» 
voUttrloses sight of the sea. I left this phice 
n^t :day for Coimbra, distant six leagues. As 
I^^ntfiired the saburbs, the sun was gilding 
with its ii&t rays the spires of this clasao seat^ 
mid theMondego seemed to glow beneath l&e 
rii|hi dimness of approaching night The streets 
wisBe fiill of students^ and well-dressed people 
of both -sexes^ who were enjoying the ddidous 
cdohH»fs ttf the e^ei^g sir, after a noon of 
mfosti expressive stiltrin^s* I was too fatigued 
to be irt; die pams of procuring a bSlet (winch 
wijiuld^ hme required me to r^iort mysdf to 
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ibe BftMfeh wrtmamfant^ from vrhoofi I sblMild 
hAMatMiTad qsbl. order upoft the Portugiitfle 
iiligjillMite)^ bttt took up my nstb^placo at 
ikm £«tali^ de Conde^ n pretty good hotel 
ivn the m«rketfiliieei The university, which 
if m>w> in <mitequraoe of the TrBr> hut tfably 
Qittmided by stiidenti> wm feunded origkiaUy 
a& IfidM)!]^ by King Dionysiui (Dom Denis) ia 
18A9>dfid afterwu^ tranafened by him to 
Coimbfa 1308. The studentB, before the 
Freaefa iiiy«sion» ailiouiited to 1200 ; they ar^ 
BOW reduced to 200* The m a n aBterieB heie 
UB rery numerous and very rkh. MaBseoa, 
when advancing ki 1810> had reserved Coua*> 
braaS' a bonne boudie of pkmder for his re«> 
tttr&» He was^ however, unable to paM the 
Mondego^ and Cdmbra escaped tmtoodmL 
The fiumastery of St^ Aogostin is a snnqptaow 
mSi spacious bttSdi^g. In the corridoni' ara 
two or three tolerable^ and a gieafe ouiny oio* 



Mt'pjstiiro is a i^erqitiiral tree, on-tiiernad&l 
«i]iM8 of wMdi are ckf ieMd the >^oi|9' i^ 
gimrf pravaiUiig in the Worlds }» ondtbcr 
|tetiu!e» our Somur is repreBcttted aaati attbod^ 
aiid tii» apottfesas oaDbms, with iObe ioamp^ 
tian faeitettfli of ** A{xwtoli fummt Caaoiuciy 
Abbate Chmto." On my rekom bom ihif 
MDVeni i was teiiBd with one xA the fievetodi 
attacks of ague I faavo as yet exparienesdi 
and wfaieh left me in such a state of bodiiy 
and mttttt^ hantude^ that dming tibree dagra 
lalaid hete I nerer got farther than the buifca 
of the nyf&. 

On iSoQ 4th iflistent I resumed my )Mm^ 
At two kagues from Coimbra tha travdlM 
arrites at tha onee magtH&oeni^ but now deflio» 
late^toiwiiof Coadisixa. That vengeance whieh 
Maasttia had reserved Cor Coimbra^ fiill with 
a dl!eaxj|IU finy npon tiiia ilMbted plaoe;^ Thd 
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hastily returned the box to its place of deposit. 
The convenl; was formerly sunnounted by a 
number of beautiful spires ; there b now but 
one of the smaller kind standing, and wMdi 
by appearance will not stand long. Batalha 
was partly destroyed by Junot— the comple* 
tion was reserved for Massena. 
.■ For a circumstantial account of this con* 
vent (which is also mentioned by Camoens in 
the fourth canto), I have been referred to the 
History of St. Domingos ('' Particular do 
Regno do Portugal, Lib. vii.'^, which I have 
had no opportunity of meeting with in Lisbon. 
Ii^eed books in this dty seem to be fu; great 
rarities as in the times when diey were writ- 
ten on linen and skins. It was called ^^ Real 
Convento da Nossa S^ihora da Vittoria, no 
lugar da Batalha", and was founded by John^ L 
of Portugal, after gaining a signal victory 
over John I. of Castille on the plains of Alge- 
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Imrota^ near Leiria. The battle began near 
St. Jorge. The Portuguese force bemg 
greatly mferior in numbers, John bound hhn- 
telf by an oath, that if he gained the day, he 
would consecrate a most magnificent temple 
to the Goddess of Victory. The Spaniards 
were defeated; and John, allurmg from all 
parts of Europe the most renoWned architects 
by the promise of great rewards, cinmnenced 
his grand undertaking. The fame of this 
temple soon spread throughout the world, and 
princes came from the most distant parts to 
do homage at its shrine. Emanuel Paleologo, 
Grand Sefior of Constantinople, paid King 
John a visit here on his return from Paris, and 
ienriched the convent with some cosily jewels. 
Between this and Lisbon there is little which 
merits description. 

My route lay through Rio Maior and Al- 
coentra, and thence through Castanhdra, a 

p2 
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good town eight leagues from Lbbonj^ bu| 
much destroyed- Twq leagues beyond thifi 
you con^ to Villfi Franea^ in which are a great 
many magidfi^nt house$> chiefly belongkig to 
Lisbon qierchantst^ who have rebuilt or repaired 
th^m since the ri^vages of the French. Hall 
a l^agqe beyond Villa Franca you arrive at 
the famous. Iin^s of Torres Yedras. The flats 
between thje high road and the Tagus (which 
^st a|>pears in fflght at Ca^tanheara) were de*- 
fen^ed in part by numerous salt-pits; but 
Lord Wellington^ to make every thing secure^ 
had trees cut domi and laid across every iur 
terval where it was practJcaJJe. fer trpopa tp 
break ki, while the high-ro^ was interseGite4 
by a deep <^ke i^trong^y patisa4e4i and which 

« 

you npw^ pass by a wooden bridge. On. t^ 
right of the road^ looking towards the capital^ 
the country is mountainous^ and continues so 
until you readi the sea« As soon as you cross 
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the bridge^ bi^teries begin to surprise you in 
evety direction. These are constructed wit& 
logs of wood piled one upon another ; and 
there is a chain of them from the Tagus M 
the coast. Alhandra and Alverca are two 
pretty towns^ both situated on the banks of 
the river. 

At Villa Franca^ the traveller is deUghted 
with the exuberant ridhiness of nature^ and 
which makes an impresldon so much the more 
pleasing^ as the many barren spots and ruined 
towns between Coimbra and that place had 
occasioned very different sensations. From 
Villa Franca to Lisbon the country is one 
continued garden. Between Alverca and Sa- 
cavern you pass through an almost unbroken 
chcun of vUiages^ of Which the most consider- 
able is Pdvoa. I remarked that all these 
little places mock the great city. A narrow 
ascent up a stony hill, leading to an insignifir 
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cant chapel is eeSkA Rim d*Egi^ (<%urdi 
Street). That which leads mto an open 
fipace hardlj large enough for a flheep«fold is 
the Rua de Pra^a. A crooked dirty lane fa 
baptized Rna Direita (Direct Street). At 
Sacavem I found great preparations makii^ 
for a fair which was to be holden next day 
(Sunday). The toy and lemonade shops 
were already open^ and the road thronged 
with people, hastening thither with thdr mer- 
chandize. An arm of the Tagus comes up to 
Sacavem, which you pass by a bridge of boats. 
A pleasant ride of two leagues brought me 
mto Lisbon, and I have lodgings in the Al- 
cantara, at an hotel kept by one Luis Peres^ a 
comfortable and well conducted house. Lcnrd 
Waldegrave and his lady are under the same 
roof. The best streets in Lisbon are those 
called Ruas dos Ourives, chiefly inhaUted by 
gold and silver smiths. These are spacious. 
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JbjoA ih9 hoases are of white free-s^ne^ Ifnult 
with greal: uniformity* The Exchange ift a 
£ae open square by the river aide, adnuraUy 
situated for the men of commerce. In die 
centre o£ this, is the much oelehr^ted eques- 
trian statue, of Joad IL Besides these places, 
with the exception of another street or twib, 
the rest of the commercial parts of Iishon> }b 
on a par with Wapping or Thames Siireet. 
The filthiness of the numerous idleys and 
steep lanes is inconceivable, and were il Aot 
for those scavengers, the dogs, a pestilence 
would be in constant recurr^ice. So nume- 
rous is the canine race, that one would. imar 
gine Anulns to be the tutelary deity of the 
Lisbonites^ as well as of the antient Egyp- 
.tions* 

I shall not take up your time with a de- 
scription of the Tagus, which you can have so 
much better from other sources, and for the 
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owpoe reMOQ, fcm vAJl not recc&re ^m mar 
any ftuiiier detail respeictkig ihe iAty,* vfbiA 
l>^ no means aoswefs the idea v/Ufii &e 
proud epiiliet ^ Felioitas Augusta ** had rsused 
iil my s^d. The poor honest Portuguese, 
mik a laudable partiafity^ deem both Ihdr 
rive^r and their eity the finest in die world. 
On the road^ mii^&a 42iey heard I had not ais 
yet been in Lisbon, t^ey would cross ihetlB^ 
selves and exclaim '' Jesu Mam! ne^er at 
I&bon 1 ^ (Fhen would follow an eulogiuin 
:«ipon its magniflcence, although tbsmsdi^, 
perhaps, had n^er seeA it but onoe in Ihet 
^ves* At wery vtUnge on the t4siA, fimr 
host, if a degree beyond a peasant, will alwiiyb 
regret that ^f he is not at Lisbon to ent^artidn 
you." If you ask for any article not in -^^e- 
ral request, at any proidndal sIm^, theaooswer 
u gmerally, ^^ Na6 Sc»hor, aqid no ha — 
a Lisboa muito." I was last night at the 
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Italian Opera (Teatro de S. Carlos), whichr 
is really excellent,, and affords a rich ' tr6at' 
of ** nonsense well tuned ^ ; for Music, as m 
other ' parts of the world, enjoys a signal 
ttiiunph over her fair sister. Poesy- There is 
an incredible ignorance here respecting army 
movements. I heard at the Ambassador's 
party a few nights ago, that our troops had 
crossed the Ezla, and that the French had 
retired upon Palencia. 
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< . 

8ANT4MDBII0, 2SVB JULY, 1811. 

You mil percdve that I have made a loog 
journey since the date of my last^ having tra- 
versed about 700 miles of country. I regret 
now that I did not write to you from Palencia 
pr Valladotid, as what I shall have to say 
will swell this letter beyond all reasonaUe com- 
pass. A trader will sail from this for Ply- 
mouth in a few days^ so I must lose no time 
in giving you^ in the shortest manner^ some 
detail of this long journey. I varied my jour- 
ney through Portugal as much as possible, 
taking the route of Santarem, Thomar, and 
Castello Branco. 

It was at Mirandella, in the Tras-os-Mon- 
tes^ that I learned the glorious news of the 
defeat of the French at Vittoria. The town 
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was illuminated^ and the joy of the Portu- 
guese unbounded. Chaves,. the Aquae Flaviss 
of the Romans, has still to boast of the mag- 
nificent bridge, bi^t by Trajan over the Ta- 
mega, cooRstang originally of sixteen arehes. 
At {Hresent only twelve remain. 

At Carv^ales, which I have before mentioii- 
ed, I fell in with a tro(^ of the German Le- 
gion, who were on their march to the army. 
I made an acquaintance with Baron — —, the 
commanding officer, and on the following day' 
joined them on the route. As they had a quar- 
.ter-master attached to them, I became thus re- 
lieved from the trouble of seeking biUets tbr 
myself. 

At a distance of two leagues from Carvi- 
jales we crossed the Ezla, a requimtion havings 
been previously made for the use of the royal 
boats to transport the troop. The depth of 
the river where we crossed is nearly 100 foet. 
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md exoeediogly rapid. A little h^er up^ 
towards Senav wte^ at a place which is oftea 
fordaUe, four cavalry «id fifteen infantry were 
downed in th^ late aidvance. Two leagues 
on the other side c$ the Ezla stands Zieanoraj 
the appearance of which^ at a little distance 
(especially to one accustomed to the dazzling 
whiteness <rf Portuguese towns), is not very 
striking, the houses heing huilt of hrick burnt 
to a deep brown colour. It is defended by a 
single wall, and that of no strength. The 
French, during the last winter, had built the 
gate by which we entered. This day was so 
excessiveiy hot, 96^ in the shade, that I was 
ghtd to retreat to my billet, which was ready 
at my arrival. 

• In the evening the Plaza was thronged with 
pditicians, debating upon two different reports 
winch had been brought m during the after- 
noon; the one, that a general engagement 
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kad taken place, and tk^t we were m ftfll W 
treat; the other; tbat head^arter^^ wejpe allr 
Tolosa. The first was 1^ most qr^itedt 
and from what I could learn, the most^^siti^ 
Don Julian Senchesg^ who was here wHh^ 1^ 
Guerillas, had left the eity the day hefy^ atti 
arrival, upon a sununons from Valladalidi l^h»^ 
seemed to fa¥our the opinion that we tetd i^l 
with some reverse of fortune. - * ^^^ 

Adjoining the Vlsjza, is. a tolerahlg squar^i 
disfigured hy an hospital, very irregidady h^i 
on one side of it> while on the other H i&'f^ 
much recommende4 by a beautifiil little bmldl 
ing, fonnerly a palace of the Duke de Iflnfiiii* 
tado, but now appropriated as a receptajlle {^ 
bastard children. On one side of th^ ardied 
entrance is a turning box for the rece^^ion of 
the children, with a bell attached to it; ^MA 
the party rings as a summons^ to tb& nrntron, 
iealled here the Madre Reitorin. 
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^' Tfc^ T^dge over the Ducro, consisting of 
IKitebii arches, was accounted a splendid piece 
^ 'fedVkecture, and to which its present re- 
rtifibs b^at toiple testimony. It was blown 
i%by uS en th^ retreat firom Burgos. The 
Dtiertf i»esents a very different appearance 
ti> what it does in Portugal; its steep and 
^ocicy banks being here softened down into 
ilelidous meadows and open vineyards. The 
numerous convents on its banks have been aB 
demolished by the French. The present in* 
habitants do not exceed 4,000 in number. It 
is a clean well-regulated town ; notices being 
affixed in various parts, describing where rub- 
bish is to be laid, and threatening with a pe- 
nalty of two ducats those who do not comply 
with the order, or who throw out any dirt 
from their windows. I wish the Portuguese 
would imitate this example. The inhabitants 
speak very highly of the conduct of the Frendi 
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dunng die period of tkar being qUQirfisred 
here. The women are quite entkusiaa% m 
their commeBdations of them* TI^ city wd» 
aotiently called Sertoria, jHrobaUy ffom Seiftor 
rius^ and was changed by the Moors tp Zar 
mora^ or Medina de Zamorati^ which in tbaif 
language is said to mean '' the Town ci Tvlv^ 
quoises.'' A considerable number of tilBsa 
stones having been found in the vicimty^ secsns^ 
to favour this account. That hero of romanoeir 
the famous Don Sancho^ met his death in tMi 
city, as I find in an old piece of poetry — 

En el real de Zamorar 
Grandes alaridos* dan 
Per la muerte de Don Sancho, 
Qui acabava de espirar. 

The peasant women in this part are ex- 



• Akridos— " mixed and confused sounds " ; probably 
from aXuXei^v, the liquids / and r being commuted. 
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tremely fantastical in their rtyle of drwB* 
Their hair is neatly plaited, and tied np ynJth 
vaiioiu coloured ribbands, which hang doym 
in tails. Round their neeks they wear gpH 
cMnSj from which dep^id crosses or other 
holy trinkets, such as figures of certain sainta 
Of of the Virgin. These constitute the fair 
damsel's dowry> who is of great or moderate, 
fortune, Bi^otdmg to the siae and splendor of 
liei^jBteaklaqe; ser that a swain has n^i^^ai}! 
occa^n tP m^^-.jdioscf impe^tiiaeQt inqpi^ 
which foiitnne-^uateaps witb ua; are obliged to 
do. An half shawl, generally red, and alwuys 
bordered by a different colour, is thrown over 
her shoulders, and drawn in rather tight about 
the waist. The petticoat is . yellow or red» 
but seldom of the same colour with the shawl, 
which if red, then the petticbat yiiiO: be a 
bright yellow with a. red border. It is 
reckoned very ornantental to stick out the 
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was illuminated, and the joy of the Portu- 
guese unbounded. Chaves, the Aquae Flavise 
of the Romans, has still to boast of the mag- 
nificent bridge, built by Trajan over the Ta- 
mega, connsting originally of sixteen archeb. 
At present only twelve remain. 

At Carvigales, which I have before menticm- 
ed, I fell in vdth a troc^ of the German Le- 
gion, who were on their march to the army. 

I made an acquaintance vnth Baron , the 

commanding officer, and on the following day 
j<nned them on the route. As they had a quar- 
ter-master attached to them, I became thus re- 
lieved from the trouble of seeking billets for 
mysdf. 

At a distance of two leagues from Carvi- 
jales we crossed the Ezla, a requisition having 
been |Mreviously made for the use of the royal 
boats to transport the troop. The depth of 
the river where we crossed is nearly 100 feet. 
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demned the ^g^mtes to the Uaekhokrof 
Aristomenes. The fandango is intvodaoedki 
hetter sdctety^ widi a little more decency; but 
from a spedmen^wiiich I saw at VaUndoM^ 
its luxiirianoe wffl still bear praiang. The 
bofera is mase bmsterous in its lewdness^ a&d 
may be characterised as a piece of four acts, 
tk the progress of which, the passion it r^ve- 
isents gains an increaang intensity, mitil in &e 
kst it becomes the ode of Sappho in pantomkne. 
It is three long leagues from ZoMffa to 
Toro; and the distance seems really twiee as 
kttgy from the unrarying appearance jof Ibe 
^ommtry, which is here a continuous com^^iftd^ 
in wMch the eye can find no mark or ^figure 
to ^pose on, and where the only ideft excited 
is^ ^ how the inhabitants can consome what 
ihey grow 1" To add to the wesrisofneness 
of such a march, you can never find a dro]^of 
water to slake your thirst, except in a vfflage. 
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end I hkgm te $igb for ike brooks and hnth 
iam& cS Portugal. 

Approaching Tow, the costume of the pea- 
santry varies* Upon aiskbg scone womeot to 
\We entared a village, why &ey all wese red 
stockifigs, while at Zamora they wore hliie^ 
the answer was, ^' Es d stilo, SeSor^r^it is 
the fashicm). There is sometbii^ inexpres- 
-siUy lively and prompt in the speech of Spa- 
nish women. Upon praising the legs of one 
of these village nymphs, she put her heels to- 
:g«ther> and drawing her garment$ tight 
around her, said, with a laughing air mingled 
. with pride, ^' Si, Sefior, es verdade : son m|iy 
. ricas"; which literally translated, for your be- 
>.0^# is '' Yes, truly, they are rich*' l^s". 
i Jt was nearly midnight when I arrived at 

> • The Spsaisk ' rioo' and the English <rieh% b«th 
■^dofiye^frfinthe <dd Genuan word ' ric ',.may mcMalso 
/aUe\ ^powerful*. See Cftmden'^ Remains^ p. 58. 4to. 
1636. 

q2 
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Toro^ not having left Zamorft tffl towatik 
evenings and having loitered ba hon? t^ n tft* 
}age on the T(>ad. Ab ustral^ howe^^, ki Spa« 
nish towns m fhe mmam&r 8eason^ 4Sie inltdbiiv* 
ants were either enjoying thems^Nw in tfa^ 
baicomes or m the Plan. In tids laitter ^hoe 
were several groups of dan<:»rs^ and ptttiies of 
young meo «higtng to the nellow and «wei^ 
aoeompanhnent of the gukar. TJoi hietniH 
ment seems to me better oalculatod IImAi 4tti)F 
other to mepiiv {>oetrjr^ ecRsoept ft he the hai^; 
hat you must not cMlfbund k wit& HuA 
twangfing iihing of wii^s wUeh is often ima 
in England ; the Spanish guitar is «lraqg with 
eatgnt^ and hemg etruck with a ifoSl, in hA^ 
tation <j( the antiesit pleetrem^ gives oot alMl 
jk and rieh note. What Plato jsays in Ins laws 
respecting imicnc and dancing, seems tto^ be 
acted upon by fhe Spaniards, who consider 
tl.em as £he primary elements of educafion. 



Mvie# boweveTj i$ not eultivaied with th^t 
e9(tr«tB« dcirace, atud view to eflfecty a» aeaong 
tb^ Itatia^a; but oonsUts rather in the effiision 
o| 0o£b aad plamtiye airs^ proceedii^g firoia 
minds imbued with harmony^ and iM>t studious 
of art This taste for music they must have 
mherited from the Moors ; for in those parts 
<tf Spain where this eastern people never ob- 
tattied a footing, such as Gallicia and the 
Asturiasj the taste for music is neither so ge- 
m^iJ nor refined. 

The akaldi at Toro was just such a fellow 
as Horace describes in his journey to Bnmdu- 
4ffin^ a pitifidf pettifogging attorney, assunung 
dl the airs of the intendant of a province ; — 

Linquimus^ insani ridentes pnemia scribos^ 

£AT« I. 5. 35. 

4 

and arrived next momii^ by breakfasHime a^t 
ViUa de la Mota, four leagues from To^Oj 
having eluded the noon-tide heat, by starting 
at break of day. As the cavalry route was 
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demnedthe %anBite8 to the tibids'liQleof 
Aristomenes. The fandango is intiodaeed m 
better sdcietjr with a little more decency; but 
£rom a spedmen which I saw at VaUadofid, 
itn lixrariance wffl still bear promng^ The 
bokra is more boisterous in its lewdness^ a&d 
may be characterized aa a piece of four acts, 
in the progress of which, the pasnonlt r^xe- 
sents gams an increainng intensity, until in &e 
htet it becomes the ode of Sappho in pantomnne. 
It is three long leagues from Zamora to 
Toro; and the distance seems really twice as 
long, from the unvarying appearance of tiie 
^Kmntry, which is here a continuous com^^fidd, 
in which the eye can find no maik or £gure 
to repose on, and where the only idea excited 
is, *^ how the inhabitants can ooniome What 
they growT To add to the wearisommess 
of such a march, you can never find a drop-of 
water to slake your thirst, except in a vfflage. 
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end I hkgsai to sigh for tfae brooks and hulor 
imm cf Portugal* 

Approaching Toro, the costume of the pet- 
sautry varies* Upon aisking acnne w(»neo» as 
we entered a village, why l^ey ail wwe red 
stockings, while at .Zamora thay wore Vbie, 
tiia answer was, ^' Es d stik>, Senor^-^it is 
Ibe fashion). There is something inexpres- 
sihky lively and prompt in the speech of Sp^ 
nifh women* Upon praiiing the legs of one 
of these village nymphs, she put her heds to- 
rgeiher, and drawing her garments tight 
around her, said, with a laughing air mingled 
. nJA pride, '^ Si, Senor, es verdade : son muy 
fleas"; which literally translated, for your be- 
wM, is ^ Yes, truly, they are rich* 1^"* 

It was nearly midnight when I arrived at 

: « ThsSpttBish'noo'and the EngUsh ' rish % toth 

^dsHys^ irtmilie dd Oennan wcnrd ' rie 'r may mssi^ sko 

' aUe ', ^ powerful*. See Cfunden'» Remains^ p. 58. 4to. 

1636. 

q2 
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9M uvtam vfr . 

n|i4e|tffr dihilg Un two Itpntnv ladm iiMt 
amKr kind «f iflirrimiditf»« Etcrjr aoir otA 
dMm W Inrok* Mit ioto » itflnw Amb » pA* 
tiioCii} an)0 n^wh I bad afym hivd, the bwr- 
^tm of which !•« that " GfmMl BsUmMMH 
had |;dt • donkey^ whh irtikh b» wa» gt^iff 
t^ fisldi F«tdiiiaiid oat d Fnitloe; ind that « . 
sidditf «f the Houm of Bourbon ii worth att 
th^ tflgitHADtt of Napakmb" The m, luthr*^ 
6Vflr# b €O(tr0nlely wild and drigiBAl** Uii 
muloi woe f Antavtioally decxnraitod abodt tibe , 

SI QmeNl JdellMteMi tieM tsft Umieo 
Faia sacaj^ da la Franda el Rey Fenuttidc^ 
La mu^ de Nigrett6 tiene im tinteio 
Para mojar la pluma de Jo86 Primeiro. 
Mas vale un aoldado de loe de Bofurlxm ' 

Que iodos los regimientoB de Napoleon. 
N|(pen6 WHS governor of FWipeltnili^ and it Itf nM 
hin wife intrigued with Joseph BiiotiiipaHe< 



kea& ^i^ dr^ameiite of plated metal odd ftttv 
and thrir iaib weie tied op i?Hb i«d and yd^ 
1^ liibMid*. The hulff fiMi liie ftfaoolden 
td'^ kfader qtuurtert Wae doidy ibufeii off^ 
eaMc^t«lilikb which had been pxieierved about 
the imi, mid whkhi on the otie mule, was die- 
poeed into the motto of '' Viva mi amo**, 
QMg Mromy master),aiid ontheother, " Viva 
Berf" S"?" (long life to Ferdinand the Yllth). 
V&fffiiag the hair of the mules from off the 
back is a very general practice> and is sup* 
posed, by keeping the parts cod, to prevent the 
albardas or patfksaddks from hurting them* 

I had left TordesiUas in such good time that 
nearly the Whole day was before me in Yel* 
ladolid *• The akaldi was quite the reverse of 

* VaUadolid was anciently called Pinda. It was a 
fiiVDiuitd plae^ of reddeaee with the Moors. 8otnefan«> 
cifbi etymologists have derived its name from Vallis 
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Iw cndlfte^tte m Toro^ aiid gave me a biHet iq^ 
a family, where I expenenoedan unusual in. 
steoee of hospitality • They were nearly selatedy 
if I msstake not, to iJie Marqins de la Mota^ 
and liTed in the beat style. The ladiea vfeate 
80 agreeable, that I saw much less of the city 
and its binldings, than I otherwise should have 
done. Intheerening I accompanied them toa 
tertullia, which was attended by all the fitshion 
of the place. I really think thare is less of 
art in the composition of Spanish womai 
than of axky other people whatever. They 
neither paint nor patch, nor have those pe^ 
riodical moultmgs of feather which fiishioa 
elaewhere prescribes, but they all dress nearly 
alike, and in the same way at all seasom; so 
that Senora Maria is only to be distinguished 

Oled; one Olisto^ a Moor, being said to have ton fo- 
vmo;r of the city. 



ficto Seiiora Mariana, by a oountenaaee mote 
melanehoty, bjr Uack eyes swimmiiig in a more 
IkpM wkiteness, or by a figure (which ift ever 
graceful) of a somewhat larger or smaller 
mould. Thebasquina, oar Uack silk petticoat^ 
is generally bordered at tibe bottom with black 
beads, and so disposed mto an open kind of 
net work, as to affi)rd the curious eye a casual 
felidty of admiring the most beautiful ankles 
in the world. Their stockings are of white 
s3k, and they are never without a mantela (an 
fimple veil of white lace), which is gracefully 
flung over their head and shoulders when they 
go abroad, and at other times adopted as a 
shawl. Small pieces of lead are attached, I 
understand, to the bottom of the basquinas, 
which accounts for the Ionian elegance of its 
foldings and fall. Amidst the many changes 
that Spain has undergone, the women alone 
seem to be unchanged. Lattices, and jea- 
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tp.'f^e lofMOskfa^ audi a fomantie wr kr 
tfab^ beyond that of any cykher conntry^ have 
long ance diaqipelured ; but th» pafflioii it«^ 
stitt oo&atitates the acMtenoe of S^ 
ft » ttot» ho«eir»^ that inttaguiiig k^ 
which wa hear of in Fraaoe^ where a lady 
dia^ges Jbar lover m easily and aa often aa her. 
g^vea^ but rather a devotion to one olpeely 
whkh renden them the greatest tyranta in the 
world> and makes them exact more adoration 
than waa ever offered up at any idol's ahrine« 

I atok an hour or t wo the foUowing mornisgv 
pirevioua to setting off, and took a view of th& 
dacterior of some public buildings^ such as the 
university^ founded by Clement Y I^ the bishop's 
palace^ and the remains of that where the kings 
of Spam formerly held their court ; and ejacu- 
lating a vow that if evar fortune should lead 
me back to this fascinating city, I would ex* 



Stagrada, I turned way badk upoD Hbe pride 
cif Old CuBiille, and pmhed on ot a <»ptor^ 
Moda^ » Hhe kingdom of Leon ^. 

As I ittd liie dsjr befinre me aad irai oo^ 
inciiiidiered i*ith ny baggage, I turned otf 
at Cigalfli inatead of pursuing iJie danet 
n»ad to Fdanria liunaigh DoataSj fbr the pw-^ 
pose of seeing ft grand speebnon of Mooriib 
imgnifioBoce at Ampndia. The town tfaelf 

^ Leon^ anciently called " Sablancia**^ and also ^' Legto 
Septtma deffnanea"^ tlie oEtf of diiB name lia:ring been 
fMpdad hf Af teUieBB of the 7ih le^oa« iatbe tfaitf #f 
Tjs^jaa (<idd« OrteUiun ki Tbta^ fiecifpapiL.). J^ «J4 
Spanish^ the people of Leon were called Leoneaos^ god 
were perpetually at war with their neighbours^ the Cas* 
tilians^ respecting the boundaries of the two provinces. 
'* C3a8teIlano8 y Leonesos 

TSenen grandes ^sseasiooes^ 

Sobre el portir de las tierras^ 

Y <! fwmm:4» los aw^foaea,'^ 

OLD WLOMAnCE. 
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U inconsiderable^ the inhabitants not exceed- 
ing ,30&y but the immense masses of stone 

■ 

i^hich are still standing, and the extent of 
ground ^hich tliey endrde^ are living tongues 
proclaiming ite former strength and popular 
tion. Only a part of ihe castle now re- 
mains^ but that is in the best state of pie- 
Bervation. Many of the chambers are asto- 
nishingly perfect considering the liqpse of 
ages, and the little care and curiosity which 
the Spaniards evince with respect to early 
works of art. The following b a rude sketch 
of it, but it win convey a better idea than 
any verbal description. It is only of that part 
of the castle which is in best preservation^ 
the rest being nothing but a heap of ruins. 
This place was perhaps called originally Al* 
pudia, vrith the Arabic artide prefixed*. 

* Covraruiras, whom I have since coniulted^ derives 
it differently. *' Alpudia^— 'fueron ciertos pueblos en 



liimn ~3nr. 



Palencia is four leagues from tlus, and» 
' Giving to its low situation, you do not see it 
unlH on the point of entering the suburbs. 
It has a range of hills for the back ground, 
which our cavalry occupied during the late 
retreat. The city is situate on the banks of 
the Carrion, over which are two stone bridges 
Espagna, dichoB Amporitaiiiie, doade celebraciaii faini^ 
SBs ferias, pobladon de Griegos, como lo demonstrar el 
nombie 'Efinjiai— denmoe tambien Ampudias y Ampn- 



afc about 100 jaidi ttpart. Previoas liowe?er 
to these the road is condueted over an and* 
hat canal wfabh coonecti Castille m&k tlie 
AatwAaa, Palencia was puttinj; on its gajest 
aj^>earance 46 I entered, that ii, the mm vaa 
settings and the mhaHtants pouring forth fima 
their houses to enjoy the ooohiess of the 
evenuig m the public walks or iceJiou^es* I 
WW biUeted on a genteel baaHy who were 
unanimous in their praise of the Froifh c^-- 
ficers. Thej had given^ they said, quite a new 
character to their tertiillias, by introducing 
the reading of workji of literature as part of 
the amusement of the evening. I afiterwafida 
understood that the youngest senoiita rf the 
family jiad eloped with an officer of chaaseiUDi 
previously to the battle of Vittoria. 
As the cavahry had a halting day in this ctty^ 

my Spanish host eugagedme to dine witbhwHU 

A large party assembled at two o'clock, duA 
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vm' junedktiiy proceeded to the ^tttadc of 
an ofio, a raagmfieent SA, and worthy of an 
Atdinalwlnfl; In Mmpontion, it nirai^ as you 
may issf, mther faetamgelieoiit. Beef and 
saottges, mutton and bacon cut into small 
pieops^ sorrel and saffiron^ pigeons and pimen* 
to— all stewed together and disposed round 
a lai^ torkey. Hien for sauce, chopped 
dMMBttts and dialots, oaufifloweiB and ined 
^§gB bcnled in batter. I iancy f hear jaa 
say that this mess outdoes that of the doctor 
in Per^prine Pickle ; but if you will not take 
mgrword for its goodness, try it ; and if not 
iBBDadiateiy registeivd in ibe &inily reoeiptp^ 
book, or :piiUUnd'«'4iie neat ^difion-of that 
▼ aiaabte ** System of Domestic Cookery", I 
renounce for ever all pretentions to gastrono- 
nue*. The white wine of Navarre (from die 

* All xiations iiare Been daHj mttentm to k wmim 
de la goeule : Artemidoms Aritttoplianeos wnt» «4mie^ 

K 
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QflighbciiEhood of RoiiQmriBQB) wa» exoolfest, 
and the red of Bipcca ovlj tolcraUe, m it 

nnuibi Xi|fio ftohigUy eomiiieaded by AthetiKwgy Jj&i 
:i(iT..p. 963. d. and in <)tfiher p]tce«» ; Spa^^etau and 
Olaucus the Locriaa also ranked high amongthe ^o- 
iroii}r»x?f ir^ayfjiMrtai vtifirretq, Antient Rome had its 
Apicius^ and modem Rome has often introduced to the 
world its '' Maestros del Arte del Cncinare **. Spain 
i^ it^ '' Arte de Cocina^ pasteleriay bizcodieria y oon- 
msmmaJ* SVance boasts its ''Guisinier Fr»ii9oS8'\ 
^Igiupi h«r VoEsehnan and Peter Scholier* Thif lout 
was a senator of Antwerp who wrote a Treatise. c^^ 
Cookery under the assumed name of Marcus Antpni-^ 
nus. In England^ not to mention those of inferior 
note^ the illustrious Kitchener is i^ile princeps. The 
itK^st antient cookery-book perhaps extant is^a'Sj^adSJ^ 
^mt^ tk.-**^^ Libco de guisadvSi m^ansry- poMgei. 
S^i^tedp^ 4t0^ VDLxxvii." , , : .<> .jqu 

. Since writing the above^ I find in tj^e Bibl^|JLS^ 
Harleiana under the head of Cookery, the *' Treopu^e 
of commodious conceits and hidden secrets, and may be 
celled the Housewife's Closet of Healthful PfoTisidh ", 
8vo, I5iF3. 
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Sptnitfds. skill use tld» • prlndttve mediod ^ 
tiimspsisliogiiiiek^y^ ia pdlecas {m sheep 
fikkd^ dteasied mik i^tek).' TWb of thdse 
tnisshap^ti lookitig bottles when toll are a mule 
load, and are much more easUy carried than 
two barrels could be. 

Th(& only, object worth seeiog iu. Faleqcia » 
tl^ eatbedral^ the interior of which isi ktiM 
4ityle ef siBi]^ grandeur. The form of -the 
building is that of an oblong spheroicl> the 
lusles rounding off at the two extremities, 
and meeting m the vertex of a cone. There 
1^ some tolerable paintings in the Jittle qxf^ 
i0siM -viiiisiL are in the leftrhand. aiis^e as you 
approach the altar. Before one of these or^ 
tbries a placard is suspended, announcing 
that the Bishop of Palencia grants forty 
(lays' inddgence to all who shall pray de- 

r2 
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?outly ^ this alter. In die iMtry ihvf Am 
you an optical iUusioti. l%ey have a Mufl 
pietnre vepfesentitig a Adi, a vile daub; bat 
when you look at k tlnongli a miall 1k^ ii 
die wam»eot> it i^peai« a strikii^ lymiesft of 
Charles V. The inhabitants of Palenda do 
not exceed 3000. The Frendi carried away 
ttU the beatt<7 o^ the place who w^re wiling 
to ^Uow Uieiir fertunes. la «¥^<% I find 
liiey aitd liked^ and are hated only in the tft- 
lages. 

' JoB^ Buonaparte wiis reviewing l»b tiKN^ 
M tiie evening pnor to ouar army enteiittg im 
-the fonowhig moMybg. They who dififfita » 
pretend to disl^ the French, have afi the 
feDowing nicknames for King Jos^ht el poh 
^lilla, el cOloso de Rosas, el oete 4uartes> dl 
tio Pepe (uncle Pepy). Pepe, indeed, is tfee 
\miA appdkticm; wKente demed I camotft 
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ny> udIqbs from the Greek m^m, or from 
King Pepia *« 

On <ihe momiiitg I left Pideiicia (being per 
Journal^ IStili July); wlule wiofemg ifithout 
the town until the troop should come up, I 
fidl into con?ersation with a Spaniard, by ask-^ 
ing him r^tpecting some ruins which appeared 
at a little distance on two sugar-loafnshaped 
halls in the direction of the Pisuerga river. 
On the one, he told me, was once a magnifir 
cent temple^ dedicated to Jesus do Outearo 
(Jemis of the Hill), which the French hade de- 
stroyed ; on the other, the remains were Moor<- 
isk TheSpaniard and I becoming fiuniliar, in 

* It is the lunal Spanish and Italian dimianfl^e far 
JoBeph-—JQ8e^-Gui8eppe — Pepe. I have seen it da- 
rived from pepino^ a sort of cucumber^ and whidi from 
its plentifulness is used as a word of contempt. Hence 
tie saying,^' No vale on pepino'* (not worth a encum- 
ber). '* No darsele nn pepino " (not worth a rush). 
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ecmseqaenoe, as I dudt/of lily ptililfaigttlie^t^ 
of Castffle, and thdr anti^atlrf to '' kt piootM^ 
(^ he was a natlfe of -Salamaiica)! he tdtfted^ 
with a pecuinur hmncfbility of fbAttire/ ho# 
snugly last year he had miwdered'^a' Frtoc& 
officer. The Frenchman had come to his ^hotise 
during his ahsenee^ and proceeding to take some 
liberties with his wife, whom he found engag^ 
in chopping sausages, she resented his'hehar 
vibur, and struck him across the forehead w^ 
the instrument which she had in her hand. At 
this 'instant the husband entered, and taddbg 
out his knife, gave him, as he said wi6i an 
air of devilish satisfaction, fire hundred irtaht^; 
and putting the body into a sack, carried it 
out diiring the night, and flung H intd the 
Carrion. Much as I was shocked at the cold- 
blooded ferocity with which he told his tale, I 
dissembletd^ and pronounced him '^ a good pa- 
triot" Pleased with the approbation he re- 



QBived, lie went en to say, that a few months 
bdbra, (hat^ be hAd been engaged with s(»ne 
otibwsi ia thmwkig pwon uito the wdl of the 
haitack-ryaidi and that m ccmsequenoe more 
iSian twenty soldiers were carried off. It 
^would have been idle labour to have attempted 
to. subvert my doubly Castilian's notions as 
to the r^ht of dispatching one's enemies 1^ 
aoy means whatever. He had never heard of 
.Grotiius or Vattel; nor had he any idea tliat 
enemies should be considered as men like 
ouisdves, whom, if we cannot subdue man- 
. fully by force of arms, we should be ashamed 
•to destroy cowardly and at the expense of 
. those charities which connect all mankind; 
. : The march of this day presented us with 
aneara- viewof the Asturian mountams, and 

• ProximaCa,npai,opontiqu«vmuk, tectum 
Pt^bttitj et parodiij qiue debent, ligna salemque; 

HOB. SAT. I. 5. 45. 
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M- 9furieN«s(ti«iiUyf 19^ w fur the 

JQ^^M HarrBrah ch^ A&. hftob sii? fiia £iB»- 
,«](gf.j, 99A 4r?w iMioQA of Ae O M i iaittaigy 

* 

,WB9 ow neiKfe Btag^ we fduad « labeniUe 
powa. The carriagA of Joseph Bwnaperte, 
,wl»di had bean taiken at Victoria hy Ike lOdi 
JhpaMUEi^ waff broi^i^ laheEe tfi the ereuigw 
, £>IL the fi]llot¥]pg moiDiii^ ve aet <ait ftr 
.Bcyoosa, in the Aataria^ dbtant fivaleagues 
;&om Agu3ar, the whole of which m agradnd 
aicent. You crosa the Ebro at about hotlf a 
league pKevbna to entering the town, which 
is ^BpboBomdd, as it were, in a drcle e^monih 
tains. The air is reigned higU;^ adnhaioiia, 
jiotwidistaadiDg the torrents of raooi whidi 
fidl yei|r freqnently. It is a remtatUbifSaae 
cattle country, every man being a l^eedee. 
Hay is here what com is to the people r<if 
Caistyi^. 



' Afi* mov:.mt yff€ were . estabfidlied m our 

iif Ifa^ B1nmx» whiclb rises dwat tiromifes {boai 

'Bfijraona. Tket acHuree inay be known by an 

dd caslfe caHid .M«btiIIaa» vrhkh & built on 

a an^iilacly pspojeetiiig roek; fimtt tiie basts of 

If hidkr bubble oot the drops of wstes wbidb 

gim xtte to tbis ooble river. Lower down 

tbe atraam, abdut tiuttjr yards from tbe base 

«f the rQck> lure two eoDitii^iii^us weBs, which 

^e cbiintry people affirm to honne been 

^lunobed widkmt discovering any bottom. 

^We had ivfJoong- with ua whidi could enable 

'«s to wr^ tfaiS' assertion. Reynosa wa& for- 

<BMBfy eailed Fontibile^ a& I find in an dd La- 

im Hiatatfy of Gantabiia^ ^ Oritur [[Ihems 

JKakB»2 ^^ Cantabroa m montibus yd^ de 

SmUSkktUk agri Julirioiicancis, juxta oppidulusn 

^qiidl hiekte FontiUk nonunant^'* 

I todk leave of my German friendi^ at 



piaoe^ aai tanttd my Ii>i«fi head in the di- 
ifectiaii of Saiitwiidef ^ diitaiit abmtf 
from Reynosa, and halted for the eight at 
Cartea. There is madk oi historic memory 
conMcted with this (dace; the vein is rich> 
hut I had neither time nor means of opening 
it... There is a Moorish ardbed entraauee at 
the fiuthar end of the town towards Santaft^ 
der, whidi is in a high and beautilbl state of 
preservation. Almost every stone whidi com- 
poses this arch has some peculiar mark on it^ 
sudh as swords and other implements of war^ 
feie. A great many are inscribed with this 
oharacter f\J. The alcaldi conld give me 
no account of it, further than that the Bsdk 
was Moorish^ and that the inseriptions wldoh 
are engraven on many parts^ are Phoemdeaau 
A very lame history! nor am I antiquaiia* 
enough to make it better. I suspect, . ho w- 
^ver^ t^t the Goths were concerned m the 



etf^bn/ alliftdiigli it departi iitiMj ,fMm 
njiot ktBUa% called ODtM^ ar^Mtectun^ A 
feasoit I* hsve for tiisEf cM>]ijeotiiw k, that <ffdt 
^t^ ot die hotusea in tke town there la a 
tdl^t in Gothic' cbsmctets, wUck tbef aajr ia 
aa address to Fortune. On the ctiusr haindii 
k maintained^ Ihat neither Goths nor Mooca 
ever entered this part of the country^ thd, 
antient Gaatabria. The latter people mada 
several attempts, but were always repubed 
by the invindble Pelagius, the reputed broi- 
dier of Roderick the last of the Gotihs, wiie 
lived in the beginning of the eighth oen^i^ 
tttryv and whose prodigies of valour fiove been 
the th^aie of many a romantic story* The 
fiutti;essors of Roderick were not called kings 
^ the Goths, but kings of the Asturias; Pe^ 
ksg^hmig the first who assumed tibat title. 
' 'Spain* writers have exhausted aU their m^ 
gtoAy in finding pardleb m history of this 
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fenowned md duvdrous personage. He hs9 
been compeied to Reboboam, to PelopiSBS of 
Tbebes, to Bratos^ to Thrasybohia wbo ex* 
pdled tbe Thirty. His son Tafila has been 
eimipared to Nimiod, as be was a m^^ 
bunter^ and was slain bjr a bear, wluch he 
pnrsned alone in the ardour oS tbe ebua 
Hus again funddied a parallel to Adonis^ and 
only requires ns to suppose a hsat and a boar 
Ike same ammaL The symbol of the bear is 
very common over the doors of many M 
booses in diis part of the country, and m^ be 
some alhflion to this tradition* 

I readied my port on die foUowii^ day, 

' Santander \ longn finia chartteque vue^ue. 

HOB. BAT. LIB, I. 5. nit 
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LETTER XVT. 

A FACKST from Ekagkad arrived a fern dfl|9 
a^o, and b to be followed bjr others mn^^dlw 
suGcessbB^ so in iGutiire direct jmir iMea to 
this port The novdbfcy of the serviee hem 
{ileases me tnueh^ and I am ccmfiiraaify wak^ 
ing about among, the T^essek atid riiipe of irar 
in ihe harbour. I have jnst Ktcimed £roDi 
Santona WUdb the Frendh stiU ocGupT*. it 
lieis about tweiyie leagues k.w* iDf Santaaider. 
The Alrrow sloop of war blockades Ab litde 
f<Mrti<a8s hy ee^, and a ragamuffin Spmish 
a^cmy of nearly GOOO men^ badly dad end ad** 
most atarviag, by land. The Spanish troops 
are nominally well paid^ but it nearly all gMs 
in stoppages, so that the soldier neyesr has a 



j 

qoirto in Ins poeket Thi^ reeeive Aenm 
qaarteB* a daf^ a pair of shoes eierj fifteai 
monlilia, and new. dotbing erety Haatty montiis* 
It is tlicrefiDre not surfNriring that the poor 
feHows should be ragged, and hare goatskiii 
tied round their feet instead of shoes. The 
eoimipanding offieer of this force sent an wp* 
pHcationtoasafewdaysagofor piovisifnis, 
desoribiag the situation of the men under 
his command in vary affecting terms; tiiat 
'Aey were nearly perishing, for want of food, 
andthat aU the remonstrances which he had 
made to the deputad<m at Santandev on* t^ 
subgecty had been treated with ne(^ect» Hus 
statemmt, abstracting somewhat froin its Ugh 
odRMiring, was in the main a faithfiilrepf^i^ft-i 
tetion of their suffinings. The S^ldsh an^ 
thocities, before whom- we laid ikm ease, de^ 

*. A quarto is four maratedis, and is wDrtb zlmtt W 



ued that &ej hadihe power of affocfluig &» 
required aagistsace, and had it not bem for 
our commissariat^ they muAt either have raised 
the blodtade of Saotona or have perished be* 
fere its waUs. 

. I camiot too plaudy express mjrahomina- 
ti(m of Spanish goyemments. Every petty 
towu has a deputation or government of its 
own^ subordinate indeed to the superior junta 
of the province^ but very badly recognizing 
its authority* Such a deputation is of course 
existing in Santander^ and being composed of 
^ ipost wealthy inhabitants^ may be termed 
9.,.dtizen ari^tograey. The consequence thus 
r^s)ilting from the whole power of the king* 
dom being. diyided among a number of petty 
governments^ is the attention of each towards 
its own proper interest^ and a total neglect of 
the general interest. The want of connexion^ 
therefore^ which subsists between one province 
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anfl aaotlier, and even between two nd^^idimir^ 
mg towns m Ae same provinoe, may tead% 
be deduced from so defective a syBtem ; so 
thflft ^ die French invade CastiHe, the ^Ks- 
cayans will not stir out of their mountams to 
affibrd any assistance, a»d the CastiBian re- 
fttises to leave his phdns for the same reascni. 
Thus theysnffer thettsdbrieste be Irdken i^ 
in detail^ like the scattered sticks m the fable^ 
because they have neither the sense nor spirit 
to discern that irtrengtih is the product of 

• ■ * 

fodon*. 

No coonlary ever needed a reform more 
tiban wretdbed Spain. For upwards of two 
centuries she has been cursed with such a 
system of councils as could produce only nois- 

* This is pr^isely the account given of the Spa* 
niards by Moms. '' Hispanise nunquam animits hit 
sdverstts nos tmirerste cmisargere: nunquam ccmferre 

I 

Tirol soas." O^ xvu, p. 338. 
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nled that they had the poner oi^ondiag &» 
lequired assistance, and had it not been for 
our comimssariat, they mnrt dither have raised 
the blockade of Santona or have perished be- 
fore its i^alls. 

.. I cannot too plainly express my ahomina- 
tion of Spanish goyemments. £v^. petty 
town has a deputation or government of its 
own, subordinate indeed to the superior junta 
of the province, but very badly recognizing 
it$i authority. Such a deputation is of course 
existing in Santander, and being composed of 
the ipost wealthy inhabitants, may be termed 
^^^ dtizen aristocracy* The consequence thusr 
fjss}ilting from the whole power of the king-* 
dom being. divided among a number of petty 
governments, is the attention of each towards 
its own proper interest, and a total neglect of 
the general interest. The want of connexion, 
therefore, which subsists between one province 
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mA tBUc/lheT, and even betweoi two ]idgiilboiif>^ 
hig towns in die same provinoe^ may tead% 
be deduced from so defective a Bystem ; so 
tlMft if the French invade CastiBe, the Bis- 
cayans will not stir out of their mountaHis to 
affibnl any assostance, aad the CastilKan re- 
fittuss to leave his phdns for the same reascRL 
Thvti they aoffisr themsdvies to be 1)roken i^ 
in detail, like the scattered stidks m tiie fable^ 
because they have neither the sense nor spirit 
to discern ihat strength is the product of 
ttiiiHi*. 

No country ever needed a reform more 
tiban wretdbed Spain. For upwards of two 
centuries sSie has been cursed with such a 
i^stem of coundOb as could produce only nois- 

* This is prfltisely the acoount given of the ^pa« 
niards hy Moms. '' Hispanie nunquam animus fiiit 
adTersos nos tmiverste oansorgere: nunquam oonfene 
Tzres soas." O^ zvu, f . 1KB. 
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fertuna and anatdiy. There are no less thaa 
nine supreme or royal councils for regulating 
her home and colonial departments. From 
such complicated machinery^ where wheel 
works within wheel, where one intrigiie cir- 
cnmvents another, what else but disorder 
could result ? The Cortes had for long been 
die mere shadow of power until the late 
events restored its influence. For a length of 
time prior to 1808, the kings of Spain had 
been accustomed to assemble them as a matter 
«f form, and after addressing th^i with some 
unmeaning compliments, to dismiss them until 
anothar sesnon. This neglect of the great 
eofundl of the nation paved the way for a 
gieater still ; it assembled only upon the acces- 
of a new king to the throne. The last 
itikm met by royal edict, Vas in 178ft. 
GaBida has a separate Cortes ; Biscay and Gui- 
puscoa have theirs. There are about twenty- 

B 
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8ix])ioviiioe8 k Sprai, over ^acbof wfairii pror 
sides an intendant These offioera prior to 
the Icing's deportaHdon had juch great audio- 
rity^ that ihey "vmre more looked up to than 
FenttoaBd himself iriiomthe peo^ regard^ 
flidioiily as a sort «f «dd Bo&k^ shnt up in tiie 
centre of Us dbminiDhs, Mrhom tiiey vnsre 
'dbfiged to rememher in their prayars, aiid^ 
whose name was weU suited for rJo^se ; Fer^ 
«aido Sqpthno bdag incomparably smoother. 
Ibtt^Oaxlos. ThelRoiUD^kw, wilii.sottieM?» 
tlBp6am, is the imBoAutkm of Spanish jutbm 
pitudenoe, the only laws which skc can daoxn 
BB her cown^ ^being those which are comprised 
jn the <$odes promulgated fay her antient mo- 
nmAis under the tides of tie ^ Ley de bs siebft 
paitidsji^'fidi&era juigo''*^ and ^^ el &fiw 
i^cdw** ISse liiinikial^cede u^tetfiehcslim;' 

* *' Fueio vale tanto oomo ley p&rticubur de algon 
Reyno, o Provincia."— X!fovraruiras. Agreeably to this 



mA m» jrtrikkig mm^ to m Eng&famiiiir^ 

the Spaniards Have ^' Los fueros de Arragoti> el fiiero 
juzgo de los leyes de k^ Chiklos'^ ^c. In th^ preamble 
U the Wd e^ '' I«l8 d^ PaiUlai "/fttfo i* ttos de- 
fined J^-H"' FoitiiB ^^mroev^m^irMMm liooil»/»fiBM 

Grscis legem dedit. Forum proprie dicitur lo€USji quo 
res venales afferentur> a ferendpnomen habeijs.'* The 
*' Puero Juzgo ^'^ is s volume of laws which the (Gothic 
idnffi made m Spak. ^ tats leyes A6 tfet^ partfdasfi 
«M las %4A ifeOlBiritiBl ^ BMiance ftt^ el K^ d«iii 

pfjucipal^ 7 do^as el cmdo^o ha$er Tom^f^ l^^ J 
recfij^ las antiguSiS en un volumen. Acabose j perfe- 
donose en tiempo de su hijo Don Alonzo X.^ llamado 
el Sabio, y puhlicaronse en su il:omt)re.'^ Covraruiras 
ftirf h^ says th^y tiitere caEfled si«te becicdse ^vided ori- 
^iia&f iiifX^ 9vmi tdbaheli* TI«e^be^editS(»iof l^esife 
Itrarft is liW edited hf G^B^gfo^ hofeiKs m na^ve 91 Sk^ 
tteasuiattL, and a man of singular legal knowledge gnd 
Mind judgaMBBl. ( Vi4 Sibyotk^ca Hisponca Nova.) 
'' tas siete Partidas del SiiM6 Keg/ W. Aksa^ nue^ 

s2 
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,w))9 iaapcuatemed to reguAthe prerogathre 
of isprcjr 85 beat mve9ted ifx the soyereigii, is 
a ** nunwteF of mercy lUisdjustiwM 
. J. iw Mny 4b»t. I (Q«iiiH)t ^^^sf^rif;^ ikf 
Sfaaoisih duuraeta: ia veiy frvoiirabla terms^ I 
h»d pediaps concaved too highly of tbem at 
jSrst^ drawing my ideas more from romaooes, 
where they are unifprmly represeiited as nqUe 
and geQQrous, than fr^m the sober jfts^xj, ^ 
iDfld^time.. The Sf.M, ^ P,.^ 
i^ftainad all the pride of thdr for^atfa^ "^^ 

ft 

out the principles which supported it A]b- 
.sorbed in themselves^ they hate the idea of a 
toigner, «rf ody «*r.te him «, to „ *^ 
or intcnrt pie™!.. Yoa bftfmli! imy,\» 
^n^assioned feelings in favour of JUher^ ia i|^ 
vidual <;haracters, but not that mass o^&y^yiM; 

vamente ^^^osadas por el Lidncxado Ongorio Lopex^ &c. 
Salamanca, 1565." 3 vols. fol. - tii- 






LETTER XVI. ^ftfl^ 

"WhioK yott wouM expect from a multitude sujU- 
posed to be animated with the same hatred ^o 
slavery. Those ehuH^ons of patriotism whioh 
seemed so fair and glorious in %m eommehee- 
meiiit^ have long since subsided^ and th6 Spd- 
niards/ in becoming amateurs of slavery^ mv- 
hippily i^alize that sentiment of Vauvergais^ 
'*^ La serritude abaisse les hommes jusqu'ft sb 
feite Mner.* The cause of liberty in this 
totintfy seems to have expired with the Maiv 
quis de Romana^ and no one has since su(5- 
dseded to him in the mixed character g( true 

/ 

patriot and consununate general. With the 
passions of an Englishman^ I cannot but wish 
'to 'see freedom triumphant all the world over-; 
Wt ft is a problem whether this country at 
?piesent is fit for this blessing. The supersti- 
tion^ ignorance^ and selfishness of the Spaniards 
must first begin to give way, before they caa 
enjoy it in a secure and permanent form. The 
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ddiveranoe of the Penfanula from Frendi 
usurpation in an era which is &st approach- 
ing ; but whether this peofde will carry forward 
the schemes of national improvement^ whic)i 
thp gigantic mind of Napoleon seems to hare 
projected^ or relapse into the darkness of the 
middle ages, must be left for time to decide. 
I do not either attempt or dedre to justify liie 
conduct of Napoleon towards this country, 
coni^dering it in a human point of view, but 
I see no reason why we may not suppose him 
to be a scourge under Providence, to faring 
about a better order of things. The people 
of Spain are not like some nations, fcmd bf a 
little innovation now and then. On the con* 
trary, they have an austere relish for did 
mumpM'nms, and without some foreign im- 
pulse would continue to groan under an in- 
tolerable weight of priestcraft apd oppiiession. 
It is a strange way certainly of dispelling ihe^ 



clQud« of eiTor^ to introdmoe tralh amoogifst 
vpen by the {xxnt of tlie h&yooet ; this k)dc9 
Kke only destroying obo tyramxy.l:^ another. 
BiiA as in. the course of nature many tlung» 
are necessary^ which n(> one will admit to biet 
d^irable^ such as hurnomes and toraadoesji 
so in political soebti^ wh^ they become cor- 
ny^ted and depraved. 

. The situation of Santand^ is well adapted 
for ext^asive commerce* An arm of the sea 
flows up about three miles inland. The bar** 
hour mig^t easily be defended against the at^ 
tacfcs of an aiemy's fleet> the entrance beii^ 
n^rrew in conaequ^M^ of the {Hrotrusion of 
rockjsr on ^tiber side^ and on whidi batteries 
ijrer e ^rmerly erected. The channel widens 
afWi: pMsiog the entrance^ and at its broadest 
pfurt is about three miles across at Ingh watev, 
It is Td^t difficult of tamg^tim^ there bein^ 



gx^cU Ibr nemfy a pifle frcmi tlie cntimce of 
Djjtft harbQUTj w)h1« on tlia lighti a ISH^ below 
jtbfT toxvo^ is a Biuik^ii rook. I do notmqppoto 
yop:e?eF mteod to «teer a veasd to this porti 
hv^ I i^dnti^ii these circumstances vnQx a view 
/^ flhewiag you the character of the people; 
,>v})en the French were here» buoys wsre 
placed upon the rock and sandbanks^ but 
the Spaniards^ as 80<m as they decaaiped, 
destroyed them all^ in order to enooun^ 
their pilotage. Santander is on iiie rjgkt 
bank of this channel as you enter from tiie 
Jsea, and ships of 400 tons burtheot come up 
,to ibe town^ and discharge their eai^oes 
alH'ea^t of a mole^ handsomely bidlt^ and unsli 
furnished with stairs^ craaes, and oAmt ccmve- 
^nences for landing. The finest houses litaiiid 
j^n this mole> and which thus coinpIetety^dbutB 



mi'iike Mft itf iibe to^n fix)m beib^ seen fironi 
ike water. MoMof these iiouses* are' on k 
grand scale^bdng^fivebr sii BtCfnd&'la^, add 
of :a greai depth. The krvrer parts aare taken 
op as wurdhfouffie^^ the n^^per are the hahHa- 
tions of the nedthf merchants. In soine^ 
Bev^ral' faonlies occupy the saxae haose, eacb 
ibt having a kitchen and other domestic con- 
jfem&M&k The rest of the town consists of 
.shi^ps^ ivttch are chiefly taken up by Germans 
aad Frenchmen^ composing that mixed kind 
of popotation which is the usual character of 
s^a-ports. The pubtic market is well supplied^ 
pid affi>rds provisions of afl kinds at rfeasott- 
"aihlr prices Fish is in great plenty^ but in nb 
ivariety ; ^bti which is most common^ and 
maskj esteemed by the Spaniards^ k a loii^, 
idudkyand coarse fish^ with a black sldn, and 
mits wfadQ appearance monstrously ugly ; it 



k fldl^ dm bomto^ and is im sKtiofe of piq<- 
^jlionfftnffie; suffittittofagrfhat y^ttsmet 
witb it m dtt mofit eeiifaridL paf ^ oC S])^ It 
vndogoes attbe aea^porCs the i^ooesg cibfoii^ 
iog, BBaaomng^ and piekKngs which u drae 
m^vimgar^radpqpperimd oiI« It ia then 
fife ta be pot into bane]a» and briga^ of imik^ 
earry it off into the inland provinces. 

ThflK is a neat cathedmU well hung: as 
Qsual with pictures relating^ to miracles. One 
of liiese b pre-emin«at in ahsardkty, heing 
the represratation €^ two decapitated saint^ 
whose heads appear floatingm a little boatcoi 
a most tempestuous sea. The story is> that 
suffering martyrdom by the axe^ thi^ heads 
were idurown into tiie sea^ and sinking to ttie 
botton^ a stone to(A: compassion m th^oo^ 

*' It resembles the tunny^ aad is the soomber pdiaab 
sf LUaabiis* 



and being changed into a iKmt^ inDugbkldiem 
9afe into tMs friM^y port I need soaroefy 
nay that this parody of the heathen abtieB of 
Orpheua and Arion n m^^cnafy betieTfld l^jr 
most of the inhabitants, and that agveat fiwt 
h kept erery year in c^mmmiDnition of th^ 
event A fiut howerer; strictly speakii^, ^be^ 
comes a feast; for although doomed • to eal 
fish, which to them is really no mortifioation at 
all, the day always omcludes with what ia 
called a Romaria, a term peculiar to the A»> 
turias, and which originally signified a pilgrim^ 
age to Rome* It would be difficult to amy 
who is the arbiter deliciarum here, yet every 
Mie seems to know where the Romaria ia to be^ 
although these feasts are kept at various vii* 
lages, and are occurring eveiy two or time 
weeks. On theevening of a Romaria the town 
becomes nearly emptied of its inhabitants, who 
all repair to some certain villf^> where a 



gi09e \df tmes k geserally to be^ ftiMk 
^aUeaafe anaagcd^ and famkhed wiib wine^ 
IflmiDadft, . aod again. FiddDbm :and pipcss 
ore VI numeitea attaddanoc» a}tIio^§|lt sdiebt 
ptibto geneimUy faring their nuunc'Wit&.tlieHk 
Here yoU nay see groups at young mmi 
and ifomen^ often the first familiea in the 
p]iice> wakang^ or danemg the bolera : there 
a mixed multitude of peaaantry ^aoid sailofsi 
and aoldiers figuring away at the ruslk &n- 
dango. .This is the dance which has charms 
fer me ; in it you see sportiire nature branoh^ 
kig; out mto attitudes the most grotesque, s(nd 
)f!^iMit inelc^gant. The peasant lads- are lu^ 
gfid tm.one side, their &tr partEi^ts, hAA 
dcd hair reaching to the wai&t> he^ 
to 4diem. Now ti^y advaifeei i^ap^ 
ptogiheiT fingers like castiuiets at ead)^^ttti£ 
ef *ihe:tune> ^en^ looking langufehbgtf H]^ 
iMidie^Mir, they pause a moment, recede^ si^ 
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tte€|>Ksi^ samany in^tedfanents from trees end 

loidcR. TkB iviiole descent is about thr€# 

ioile& Wbtn we readied the lenrd pkuni.we 

strud^^a fitile <Mit of the direct road, to ia- 

i^ect a natund cariosity in one of l2iese portar, 

stalled '' Pueiite de Dey" (or God's Bridge). 

it consists of (me ardi, formed by nature eut 

4^ the white rock I have mentioned, and und^ 

jrhidi flows the river Neku The span of the 

aidb is about one hundred feet, and thirty feet 

•in hdgfat, and is nearly a regular curve. We 

drMsed this river five or six times in the eourse 

d^ the next two leagues, in consequence of its 

^wtiiOing about the road. 

7^ ' At Villa Caya we came upon the . flats of 

I^^iitifle; aaid bade adieu to the. mountoins^ of 

sAMum/ This ViBa Caya is a shodEii^: didl 

£phioe. ' Although it has to boast a nmnben^f 

syocefienihouses, and a large and weU paved 

^tfhta, the town itself seemed quite dssented. 

u2 



fdAnltf of the Frnrnti Ofr^enlfir Bef i$ ibt 
JjKme of gmmtal wdmmdiwi* B^ory ma* 
PM»m imiaUy proeluiQA at aifigw hM been 
tjobdon boA.' tidal^ a» ivell •» aome 'wUch aard 
wttTf fHlumal* M <oflkw who came freni 
Hbeioa wokmAed a few d«^ ;fl|9(»i klfoMned me 
that ike «lK>t 4if 1}ie bietMshiag battery wUeh 

at about two feet abovd tiiek btada^ Tk^ 
%ianiaiNb ha¥e Imgbtlbettar ^i»0e the i^nany 
hfMrebe?n4riiKe« o¥eif iiie BidjM8oa> Ami they 
h(tVe eypr <fen0 heretofore^ mA Lord WeUu9tg|t)pii 
seew to have meise eonfid^^ce in fheoM In 
iElnglaiid we say^ «udi A'Oiie is gf^BOg ia jfVfUim 
piper: ;the Spaniardft^ elate "wilih the^ jKroepeet 
oi ^itejdog the fine flmas io£ Ffaaoe^ ixMnfc 
tfaiM^ the time i$ eome finf the Fifenoh tx> paf 
'' la fiesta y el ajo^ (the feaftt and^gadie toa). 
I peneti;ated> about a lbrti%ht atnoe, seina 
t(m or twehre leaguc^^ ii^ tiie Aetwia»> and 



JMl tt iix^iX9i]t0n]^stfioii to io OnDdn^ 

idncb anay.be cnniideiwd asihs preseDt capitd 
<i£timkkigiam; Asto^^faylfe aadifflDt mpiteli 
Mnig. isduded iwithiiii iiw Inngifain of Lean. 
I wa8 obliged lipwever to idinqiiish nf pur- 
pose^ not being able to find apy road that vms 
po^adicaMe. The only method of readiing 
Ovledo.from Santander is either to take ship 
for Gijon^ or else to descend upon Leon, and 
fidl in with the high rnad which leads tbnough 
the Astttxiaa saoiintaaBa. The coutttry I 
pas^ ikatmgh after leaving SailtiSana> the 
Ubrth-plaoe of Gil Blas^ was the wildest ima- 
ginable^ and inhabited by a race of men not 
less wild in their appearance^ although hospifr 
aUe to strangers. They were chiefly clothed 
with the skms of animals shot in their moun- 
tains^ Their hair was closely shaven on fJie 
back part of their heads^ but suffered to 
luxuriate about the temples. Their language 
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w«i neaiiy MPJatrfKgible to me, feom Jbe go^ 
tandi tone m whioh ifaey spoke it. In short 
ihmr whc& a^pefiq^afpce.^mfe oxiypal and sink- 
ings and made me think of thatline of Lucan — 

». 

I Hfir^^tneter Lsdas iuaes erat impiger Astar *. 
* Astir was the charioteer of Memnon^ who^ after the 

r . . . » • 

siege of Troy^ came into Spain^ and founded, as they 

• it. . ■ 

say^ Asturia> i. e. the present Astorga. It is to him 
that Silius Italicus alludes, when he says, 
w Venil et AufonB lacrymis perfusosia orbem 
^ ^ DuMra&mi patnas^ fi^ 

AnoBEtr EflS nsn'felii^ M^yfwnnjg Astir. 
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vrmmiA, 9JCPVxmmM iSr 

Ok ike 1st instant we left Santander^ in pur* 

raance of an order Mr. had received 

from head-quarters^ to settle the outstanding 
debts cf the army on the late line of maidi 
between the Ebro and Vittona. We took 
50,000 dollars mlh us for 'tins purpose^ the 
canii^ of which obliged us to make but short 

r • F 

muAeB, so tiiat we had eyery opportunity of 
iStmbg the country at kasure. We quarto^ 
Hie first ni§^t at Torre de la Vega^ torn 
In^es from Santander. I was billeted in 
t&e house of a widow/ whose husband and son 
had been bodi shot by the French, in cold 
bknd, when they finreed the passes of the 
Eacudo Mountams under General Merfe, and 
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«tciipied Santonder. The peasaatry of ^ 
isoimtTy, under the cominaiid of the Bishcp of 
Sntander, gave die Fitiidi tUe greatest m- 
moyzMMBe, by cottmg off their parties whenever 
4atf diancech to etray in seardi of proviifoHB 
aad forogeu I aeked a Spamaird whetbet A^ 
faiflbop erer fought hand to hand^vritk ^ kit 
fkoiw"'! He anmreced> ^^ No; hft ioif 
Ipoked w^, and preferred prajms fo tbo Wfh 
iMiiofhis GueriHas.'' This, methiidQSy i«iyi 
mor^ epboopal thaoi ithat h recosded of a 
certain Bidkop of Beauyaie*^ who alwa^ took 
"febfr field aimed wkh< a ha«iiiieiv 8o« thfiitiiit 
blight only '^assoimaer "* the enemy^ i. e. iMAfee 
thinn. t9 death ; by which ten^ eoikdttct' life 

* " Philippe de I^reux^.Er^ue^de Beauvais^ se senroit 
dans lea combats de cette massue (Clava massa] ou 
masse^ pour assommer sana efiiision de sang^ afin de ne 
^p^lnt encmtfit dfirf^galatit^.'^— Observarions Militairea 
ipoir ]tf « ]>ci BoUiMUieDt, p. IM. ^'''-'' 



^firouljlfiiv^ iiicfiinr«d had lie UBeda smirdy^ond 
4l^Utfdl« Thebifldiof ».iifml9in 
li^tM»>'&# Ftencb bsidiig^ lasect lib pohcecai 
^Sinitaiider to the grcytrnd/iii revenger jfor ife 
^jtimctopfc towards them. So obitinate and e£- 
^fej^al Wnsjihd reiristmio^ of ai handfid of ]^ 
^M^f y ib 1}i6M tiiMittaiii8> which arer ftboutten 
j^9|^ fbUi Sairtaudeif^ that the ebemy ii^ee 
i^n ot^ed to eiAploy two troD^s of cmlatf 
io'6An^y a dei^^Meh ta> Vittoria. 
' : "f he following is an extract from an iiiter*- 
^^ed lette)f from Qeneird Merle to tfae'Lieo* 
teaaafelt-^etterdl 4f ^Bvision at Yiitima^ wttoh I 
:^adf dl tite dlttdldi'd of thii^ plaee, and descobea 
fbe iieti\4ty of these mountmneers. — 
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'' Je ne sals pltt0 od vous prendre; 
toSk ma troiffleme lettre ; je demre qo'ette soit 

T 2 
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^U9.hei]reiise que l^sjuitrest 4^ yoi^ etiyoj^ 
^n qt^dev avec .u»e., troupe de \iv\izxaids, c^ 
jKUps coimers ordinaires n'amy^nt jaipais^ et 
sfoqut.^nwsocres sans 4oute par le? bii^ani^ 
fqrqeigues ,<}ui infe^steut ces mout^gnes." 



• - .-^ ► 



. Ai^ arm of the sea flows iip as bigh as Tojre 
d& )a Vega, and might easily be rendered ni^- 
lij^ble. It is called Torre^ from an old tow^r 

whk* is 8tm remaining. Previous to *e m^ 
ibme was a large cotfam mauufigtctpry .esta- 
blished here, belonging to the Duke.de rii^- 
jbotado. The manufiEUsturers were cl^ii^y 
£ngHsh; and 1 was informed thftt fm.En^fidi- 
jipanr and his wife were yet livipl;: at ,% fit^ 
%m without the town. The ^qr^jogj^ cnp 
. ,<^p^ture this little place, was jbecq^jg Htj- 
rally crowded with country-people, , wbP ^^f K® 
pouting in to an annual M. Thf^F^f^^ 
ffrfvp^n were in fiill &rce; and tialan^j^j^r 
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that part of the country whidi gives blkK W 
tliese rural divinities, it wiH l)e proper to Send 

you some account of them. From inhabiting 

■ ' . ' 

Itlie mountains of Pas, and some others cohti* 
guous to these in the Escudo chain> they take 
the name of Paysegos. It is only in the cold- 
est parts of Spidn, and chiefly in these moun- 
tains of the northern coasts, and in Gallida, 
that they are able to churn butter. The imM 
'temperature of the district, and the excellent 
pasturage with which it abounds, enables them 
to supply nearly one-sixth part of all Spain 
Vith this commodity. You meet with these 
cairrier-women in Madrid, Segovia, and even 
Valentia and Andalusia. Their articles t»f 
traffic are not restricted to butter alone,- bdt 

i 

to salt fish> Sardmias, and the pickled bonito 
^dr' tiinhy, which I mentioned in my last. 
* Their dress generally consists of a^ ydlow 

spencer aiid short petticoat of brown stuff. 
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reaching no lower than the k'nee^ bbA dSs^ 
ct6shig legs, which it wmili piizile end iB> 
determine whether ihe^ Were thk^e^t at iM 
calf or the ancle; itnd to set them oflT fo still 
greater iidvantage, these nymphs of Vna eft- 
due them With blu6 or htQWtt stockings, wiib 
splendid red or yellow docks. Theh* shoes 
(ire often nothing bat pieces of goat^skin titi 
about the feet, ? , > I 

l*hese women carry two baskets atrappeij 
behind them like a soldier's knapsacjc. Tfeig 
lower basket is m shape of a funnel, the pouil 
of which reaches nearly to tbdv heels; on* th^ 
top of this is placed an oblong basket, th^ 
ends of which protrude beyond their shoul- 
ders. These baskets when fifled wagK 1&&t 
atrobas, equal to 1281bs.; and beneath' flte 
load the women walk, nearly bent A6iibl<^| 
at the rate of three miles an hour, m^iMEdd 
make a day's journey of six or seven leagues. 



So- aorastomed are they to this load, that they 
$^19 ito travel as well with it as without it; 
fyf. yfhfffgi thffy retiim with eippty baskqtaj^ 
tb^.^ai^l^^p^ither, longer journeys nor .walk, 
ajta %9idQar rate> but <:ontinue tramping alioi\g 
fH the sw»e incurvated position pf body. , I 
have met with women who certainly could not 
have fieen fewer than sixty years, outstrip, my 
horse in ascending a hill, and girls of ten or 
twelve years of age breaking in to the.pr(tfes- 
8io9 under a bad which would soon tire a 
London porter. They travel in troops o^ 
iUrty or forty, and you meet with them.op 
§))[4the lugk roads. : 1 , , 

:Jt<^W Tprre de la Vega, ycfti mim 
ffSm^iff^ of .9Be viB^ge tfaftu you plepdre^lfl 
^^^.f^iothisr. The nwaei^ e»*r^t^.. ftQ?^ 
PPifT^^VUf^ will answer al) the pwpOsef^ oC .^ 
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bf* ^sp, of iirfaich the joaonth imght Jbe m wSk 

mdiBX&^tet, and iorafing. iMt flad r^polar 

amphitheatres/ of the d^ih of .tfatee, foiir> or 

five miles, bomsded oa erory.side bf. tlie'saine 

white barrier. The. appearance >ef ; this W9» 

magic itself, the %ht bding i«fleeted la sUdi 

a< daggling Ubze upon tiie pbuB of the amptt* 

theatre, where the eye wandered met wiods, 

vffiajipes, and streams, in the mdst^ endiiAitoig 

jdi^ersity. As we descended^ andther land 

tmach larger porta presented itielf, wii^ w^ 

iooald look into a depdi of prospect ot>tgmif 

twenty imles, as &r 33 we could /gneo^ ^ 

rest of the interior space being lort. ill lalUaae 

lof idbiteness. The path we w^iier^eabetidiiv 

twas^^dmadfiiUy rugged, and ^we HraresdUigdl 

ilkd^^mitamt ai^ pidc ottr-wa^. Wbfom^ 

t mrtSfery of our army |>asscid i hefe^\ it usatfqa 

fwork 6f immense labour to get it^^dcntibdAis 

ttHnmtain, ihere bekig, independent .flCr^to 



In these mountaini?'^1[)li^r$ are ^^pcfusionally. 

shot, as well as a sort of Ijrp pj..^f-cat, 

<^ 

whose skins the sheph^r^? . QOjdv^iliiito caps 
mfckriJi^lUstii^Y '23^1>ass continues for half a 
ykgo^, ^bnd MifM b^ defended by a handfiil 
Sflf^sdfxifk fellows agiednst a little army. 

^ 

LKAOUB. 

' i ' ,j ' ■ % • ' ' ' . 

fVom Las Caldas to Barros...... 4 Whouaes. 

1 -.-•••.'•■ . 

St. Mateo. 4 

Los Corales j^ 100 houses. 

Shtti^ Jioiise'.of respectability has^-^^ arms 
of the fiimily, Uended with those of CastiUe, 
carved in stone, and emblazoned over the 
4q9^v ^B^yg^BA port of the antieiit Giid»b{t 
<^(j^jii|^^4iib9l^aats are not a Uttkhp«>M<> 
'^SSi^mi'Jtf^M ^^ l?«eB eajleit Clte«i0 

-2flifl Ae Cinkbfiaa \m'> at tbebeginning of i&b i^igtf 
c^9f{)|t^(i||»iiyi.C^«r,:t]|9'W eMi of d^ vj^^bB^ 
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mules laden with wo^ffimi/ S^J9^^F^ 
Soria. The mule appears to bear an ioh 
mense load, each^ enrrying a mgk. ^^ 
which is Ingger tlfaa the beaqt it9el£, TJid 
muleteers ik£K>rd a ^ecimen of a fine indb^ 
pendent race of people; countenances pe^ 
ouliariy expretsive^ costume at once mAoly 
apd striking, connsting of a jacket madBj^ 
the chocolate-coloured cloth of Saragossi^^,^ 
oorstet df white sheep-skin^ and a belt. (^ 
Ubck leather about sit iiDchei cfe^.. ii). 
wldch they> cany a brace of pistols. ..A pouc^ 
foir boUroartridge depends from ihtir j^m^: 
dctSj and they wear the laige sbiuc&ed.ht^ 
peci]£ar 'to the CastilHans. . Tba .piman;^.^ 

fndTred'«aek ether in kpm€y. « Th^iie ii 4 g jHN t.#3 
sqripfion of these in Siliu3 ItaficttB-«f . . ; , ,, r. 
Cantaber ante omneis hyemisqne aestusque fsBoniqime 
Invictus^ palmamque ex omni ferre labore. 

; , • 'If 



tte^Ksi^sdiiDairir impediments ^f^^ tre^and 
iroidoK.'- Tkm vibole descent is about threit 
toileft WIma we readied the lerel plainj.we 
struck a little <Mit of the direct road, to in- 
spect a natural curiosity in one of these portas; 
called '' Pueiite de Dey " (or God's Bridge), 
it coaeiste of one arch, formed by nature out 
«f llie white rock I have mentioimd, and uuda* 
jvMdi flows the river Nela. The iq)aii of the 
«roh is about one hundred feet, and thirty feet 
in hdght, and is nearly a regular curve. We 
<frMBed this river five or six times in the eoutae 
^ the uext two leagues, in eonsequenoe of its 
emUding about the road. 
7V ' %t Vffla Caya we came upon, the . flats oi 
Iflgii^ei said bade adieu to the. mountains^^ of 
dAbtuna/ This Villa Caya is a shodcii^. dull 
ijphs». . Although it has to boast a nvmheriiDf 
30ioceUeni houses, and a large and weU paved 
eJ^laiBa, the town itself seemed quitedssentod. 

u2 
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111}! intended Ibr a nuA' ki the ODnvetft MBiii^ 
i^oai W ^ F^endh had so pkhd^^ed' ietMl 
^leiKrbyed hia property^ that he wad^ liniriAe'^ 
^Vfe'wMi her the reqwred dowry. • ^ ' '^^^^^^ 

L&IGOX. 

/'A little distance firom Mo- 
St. Martin... f 50 houses, j Uedo is an ixtm xaacrV* 

Baicena f 80 j factory on the. Dj^posMtp 

f bank of the Besaia. 

r SSie asoent was now becomimg mc^Qvlaft- 
Maie> ^ffid. die air conaderably colder. The 
sc(biery on every side was magnificent^— -forms 
sflditt diaace could cast them. Some of the 
Ij^dtrntaihs, from the peculiar nature 6£zAhw 

^es of lofty battlemtents and towa^ 




V'. '. 



Others again were unifonnly gloomy^ bdng 
covered with gum dstus, Cantabriaa^lMflllB^ 
and small oak. Here you may see the eagle 
on her nest^ «id there> a flock of goats^ heed- 



iwamtWih 



m 



gushing from tbernkthmesp res^jtb^^gSiq^ 
you a defidous draught. Leaving Bai^^na, 
we passed 



IXAOVI. 

^entbrftHa 1 

Niierc Puentes., ^ ^ ^'^ 

St. Jade 3 

4iikiuil'r..M....«... i Soni^of the river of thitiiuiie. 



'. . » ' « 



« 



oil. 

dim noi/^m ■/ 

•319 wot b(»:.> 
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Just before entefuigtUs Ytlhn 

in a walled meadow^ is a ca- 

• -> 

riously carved stone pilbu% 
oonsideraUjr nmk' iutor^i^ 
ground. On it is almjght 19 
full armoar> holding a cross in 
his hand, and piessiiig in^ttdP 
'fo h^ breast. The,.Qi{9i^ 
people could give no aocouni 



f ; . c -- V .••J 



-Jv 



1^ lAITfEllI'XTW 

tint ftooe ctf mli^uitgr ill aaenaiA^mmfi 
^M«eiti fid ^ MdrHiam itkithifiijetiittwir 
» Roman piUaar fimd on &6 >b«db,;da£ ib 
mer EbrOi at a town called Estriqnejo (of 
wlucii I can find no aceomxt in my map)/ in 
the year 1663^ and dedicated to C^Histantine 
the Great. That part of the inscription 
which remains is as follows : -r tino pio 

MAXIMO • VICTOBI • SEMPER . AVGVSTO. And 

die epigraph above it is, Juxta .ripanv fli»- 
iraiis' Iberi ad earn partem qua tendit juxta 
ad oppidum estriquejo.-^— 1668, Quaere: 
May it wbt be ifead est riquejo^ and this be 
som« other imperfect inscription, not coBDeeted 
with the one to Constantine ? The only au- 
thority for my saying what I have as to its 

I 

being found on the banks of the Ebro, is that of 
the escrivano of the place^ who could gm lOt 
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.- ♦ jniefoPow^g 18. a correct Q)jqr wWdi. I jnade «n 
the spot gndconmsts of four pieces of stone, as marked 
out by the black lines. 
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JUXTA RIPAM FLUM 
mm IBCRI AD BAM 
PAflTSM QUA TENPIT 
JUXTA AD. OPPIDUM E 
STRIQUEJO 



«>' 






i" ^ J 



u • ^ 



1663 



CONSTAN 



TINO PIO 

MAXIMO 

VICTORX 

SEMPER 

AVGVSTO 



ii;rlmis BO muck iaki«»i^ vriiabial^tta^ 

gM fyoifi sQUie ideb ^iMke^mtskarf .m (ttie^^^ 

^mw .iriaehrmredhBd ^. tbti PiMite )dlA«l«m^ 

JBhro^mid eaineMnnexpietodly in ; ike mw ^pf 

ikisKcampaigii hwe ibeeif die paBsagwr o£^ the 
^Bak and &e Bbra; by the fixrixfelr^ the^aAemj^^ 

bscams'compdkd to: retire behbd ^ £bM(, 
fMilh the purpose of keeping tin&riv^er betViM* 
BB and Itea&sdrres ; but L(»rd Wellington; iivjA 
jeonfiummate skilly des^rtscfadd Geoenil. (SM- 
iBBi^towatdft the somce^ who/ crossliiigi ftrat 
Puente d'Arara^ turned the i^bt ofrtinEir JmlB, 
wd cmtfpdled- them to ^fidl bodcf i]^on>. VHr 

K iWeJeft Vflia'Cajra on the raoHEiihlg of; dif 
Atfarinatant Svr Medina de Pbmar^ diatartt. 



hafpxi'tBad^m halfi We had not proeeedod far 

^^bor-rdule>1|ifiQfre we weie avertokeB hy aSpap 

titard cftt! koiiebfleic, with a handle of receipts in 

life 4i»id, for ifUdi lie had come to dhim paj;^ 

Th^iifc^n hehfiU of a neighbouring Tilkige«<i Ajb 

he apj^eafred a siu^ewd looking old fellowi with 

BometlHi^ inexpressibly sly in his countenance, 

M(fe begaa to inquire who he was and what he 

ittxl be^l He informed us in reply to these 

quieiflioiis; that he had been employed by Co- 

lotie} Longa, the Guerilla chiefs as a spy/ and 

4»tisted tiiat as long as the oolonel lived he 

ishonld n^fer Ivant bread. We learnt, from 

jiaii^a> number of particulars relative to Longu 

ted h^) Guerillas^ who had been quartered in 

^tUb viemity during last winter. 

t. 4Longa« before liie war broke out> was by 

trade a blacksmith and gunsmith^ and excelled 

itit' ib Hostilities commencing, he rais^ a 

bund o( br^antes^ as they an; teiinedv 
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ktg«p,{}i whidi ihe moolli imght .be a svk 
in diatiaeter, snd ibmfing vast and r^;iilar 
amphitheatres, of llw d^pth of tiuree, foHr> or 
five miles, bounded on every, side bjr tl&e same 
white barrier. The. appearance >of . this was 
m^gic itself, the light beix^ reflected in sUdi 
a daggling Uaze iqx>n the pkiia of the amphir 
theatre, wh^re the eye wandered over wtods^ 
vffiajges, and streams, in the mdst endiiOiting 
(cUv^vity. As we descended, andther (aod 
much larger porta presented itielf, whece we 
eould look into a depdi of prospect of JsnAf 
twenty miles, as &r a$ we could ^guosi^ iSiP 
rest of the interior space bong losfc.iiit.aiUiaie 
^of wUteness. The path we w^i^r^eabeuding 
'was :dteadfiiUy nigged, and we wereHOfa^dl 
te^'^nfitemt and pidc our -way. Wiism^e 
artitkry of our army passed • hidte>\ it sosdqa 
work 6f immense labour to get it^donfeddss 
Mimntain, there braig, independent .sidits 
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sdiimany impediments fiom tre^ >an4 
toidcs; Tl» mfaole descent is about thrc^ 
iiiile& When we readiad the level plaini^W!^ 
strudc a little <Mit of the direct road» to in- 
spect a natuzal cnrioiity in one of these portas; 
«dled '' Puerite de Dey ** (or God's Bridge). 
it consists of one ardi, formed by nature out 
^fjie white rock I have meationed, and unde^ 
jrhidi flows the ri?er Nda. The span of the 
soroh is about one hundred feet, and thirty feet 
m heiight, and is nearly a regular curve. We 
'dressed this river five or six times in the course 
0^ tho^ next two leagues, in consequenoe of its 
'^mbding about the road. . . 

7> / ^t'Vffla Caya we came upon the ; Aats lof 
l£^fiitille; aiid bade adieu to the. mountains/ of 
sAfetuna^ This Vitta Caya is a shodcing^. didl 
^fane. V Although it has to boast a nunabftripf 
syoceUeni houses^ and a large and weU pavad 
<8#kdBa, iha: town iteelf seemed quitedssested. 

u2 
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fpvA ycm some iiea of 4Jie teotiMrjr 0ft ih^^Milh^ 

^v .iflHtly<weiiiBd of the FMnte :di*A3m^M 

die jxgbtf where .pirfc Ql.oiur:anayf€iK}Medf4M 
EfaorOy and caneKiineiBptetedly in tibe rmciif 
the froMElu ; Tbe tiro, capital movwu^M9 of 
thigficampaign ham ibeen^ llie pasaagias of db 
dSzIa and ^ Ebra; by the fixrmdr^ die.eiiebijt 
mhb ime copeding o v advance bfSalamaiiaf^ 
became compekd to: retire behind iHm E^bvc^ 
sitth'tfae purpose of keeping thiariiw be^mM 
ao and'tfaoKiselres ; but Lord WeBingtoniiiralk 
ironfiummate skiU^ dei^atcfadi Gieaeml. GM- 
faans towards the sooroe, who, erossangl ftrat 
Puente d'Arara^ turned the right of rduir Hnto, 
wid ooni^pdled them to fidl bade upon>v Fit- 
^toiaaL»/ . :. - .i ... iJvnJ 

• iWe 1^ Villa Ce^a on the ixiomtiig of; the 
Adir instant for Medina de Pomar, distant. «ive 



hskg^tai&^M haifi Weihaid not proeeaicKf far 

Wbor rduto^V^fore weivem overtaken hy aSp^ 

tiUrd on kofsefaaeky with a battdle of iwaipts in 

life 4iMd^> for -itiach he- had come tobdaim pajw- 

*Ttkjitmheh$i( of a n^igfaboumig viUagp;* A& 

he ap]()edred a $brerwd looking old feUaWi*wi& 

IsomdtlHi^ mexpresflibly sly in his countenance, 

^ began; to inquire who he was afid whathe 

Jiad h^Ml He informed us in reply to tikese 

queitioils; that be had been employed by Go- 

ik^l Longs, the Guerilla chief, as a spy> vand 

4iotisted &at as long as the odonel lived he 

^sfadtdd nev^er if ant bread. We learnt, irom 

Imaf a'Oamber c^ particulars relative to Langa 

jmdi b^ Guerillas, who had been quartered iik 

,tliil Tiemity dnring last winter* 

"t 4Long^ bie&f e the wax broke out/ was. by 

trade a blacksmith and gunsmith, and exoelled 

tii* ib :Hi»tibtie6 comn^nciiig, he rais^ a 

wsa& band of bri£:antes. bs thev are tenned\ 



biid aimed them from his owtl imflndftctlttTt 
Ever since becoming a chieftain iif G^riU&flf^ 
he has occasionally resorted to }hs oM' isnie, 
for the purpose of fumisl^g has iniai iivtA 
arms. Some lime ago he repaireid td avilfage 
near Medina, and kindled Ms fofge ; iv1i«ii^«b 
he was working away, begrimed with dirt^andi 
sweat, a small party of French unexpectedly 
appeared before the place, and thinkii^ tli^ 
beheld only a common blacksmitii at hii work, 
addressed themselves to a wonwm standing 
with her children before the door, and asked 
where Longa could be found? as tfa^ Md 
heard he was in the village. The womati, 
with admirable presence of mind, replied, tbit 
she believed he was quartered a good aviiy 
lower down, and named the house* ThiSSer 
they repaired, and Longa effected his Bseape. 
The French were not long in re^appeaiiiig, 
having learnt from some traitorcmi raikal 
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Ao^'A^ bl»ck»mith d^y had seen was the 

,€hlfefnllA . dbie£ They now proceeded once 

fose^ t(> questiim the woman, and even the 

ittle idaldim who were with her, but such 

nras Ihm devotion to his person, that they all 

jieaied having seen him. The soldiers making 

a search, sooht found the unfinished arms, 

idoiii had hastily been ccmcealed among the 

.adies of the forge, and, as a shocking revenge 

^Isr their disapp(»nted hopes, bayoneted the 

.^r woman and her fenuly, and then set fire 

•to her house. When quartered last winter at 

/ Mec&ia, an emissary was sent by the French 

, -to Longa, b£fering him 100,000 reals to be- 

.1 itcay his Guerillas into their hands. Longa af- 

^iseted to aceede to the terms, but required 

■\ 25^000 to be immediately paid down as ear- 

^ nest^noney. The emissary produced the sum, 

. :w3ii(^ Ixmga no sooner received, than he had 

/the ^ow beheaded as a traitor ; for he was 



fSfMitfA^^ iit^ifgrifigi^t V»Nmmkaf be^^ 
example of what ^k^i^^fte id ia«;;ivi»faiHiit«Ito 

l/POgP' is^a(w>\f itht piklsnotkcte0em>^nA fsratc^Md; 
)p» ;opfK^uiiity juuitJ^ lie d^teoted^one ofidU 
1^^: . iiihabilanto iu ^easonaUie cofiMpeodr* 
^^Mse^n^ Uponithls be had him.sebed^ aad} 1ir}p* 
ipgjilta .)Milb^ a dram-head coUrt^iiiiftiiaIi;hy 
I9toiii' he was adjudged to die» ordconedMdiq 
y f ^girtt rfites of the adjoining idllagesv/tQ:,iw* 
acmbk^ the peasantry ^ Medina^ xm. a teabm 
^y^f^: the purpose of witaesskig lii&MeaMSfo*^^ 
li^np. The day arriving^ he was hrQ(ii^fe0itb 
ylftoiithe'Piasia^ where having his )mtoa>ttedlttit 



the traces of two horses^ and his legs to the 
traces of two other^ the animals were' driven 

..} .It . , .•• •■• • • . •■ •' • ■": ,1.1 'f:T'>ji;tx iij'i' 

off full speed at cardinal points, each tear*. 

vag,jmAy& portion of km va»9g}f^.,m<mt<i 
A dreadful and revoking ^nisfameatyiMitbaratti 



tBBfp^'faaA*$i half* We had not proeeeded' far 
Wbnrttkj/l0,\t^fkfre'memete oyertoken by a9p»- 
Hiiuhd '0ft kcavebsdb, with a bundle of xeesipts in 
ll9is>limd/for<ifliieh he^hlid oome ta dUm paj^w 
iii^iit4n behalf of a ndighbouiing vittagp^ Ab 
Ik ap][>edred a sbrawd looking M. felloWi *with 
Isometbti^ iaexpresiably sly m his countenance, 
4tfd begaato inquire who he was aad whathe 
Jiad beetii He informed us in nefiy to tiiese 
(^Ufdilimis; that he had been employed by C&- 
Jonel Longa, the Guerilla chiefs as a spy> and 
iboiisted diat as long as the odonel lived he 
^^tdd n^fer trant bread. We learnt. from 
imaf anumber of particulars relative to Longa 
imi h^' Guerillas, who had been quartered in 
,CiM viemity dnring last winter. 
^ lionga^ befete the war broke out, wa&.by 
trade a blacksmith and gunsmith, and exocUed 
in*itj Hostilities ctHomenciug, he raisi^ a 
QR»Kifi band of brigantes^ as they ixte teianed. 
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we 'were iadneed to ludt? for ike ^tKf,wDA muK 
mine the nature of their danns: ^dnse wioarfi 
found so weighty^ ifattt we got rid xif a gaod 
many bags of dollars in dischargmg ^m. 
Medina has about 1500 inhabitants ; its situar 
tion is pretty^ being built on a little ascent 
which overlooks the riven 

We left it next morning, in company with 
old Torre the spy, and struck a little out of 
our road, to visit Salinas, where there is a 
large salt manufactory belonging to the crdwn. 
The pits cover a considerable extent of ground, 
and the channels and basins for receiving aiM 
'conveying the salt water are wefi coiitrivea. 
^e water itself is supplied from a salt spritfg, 
and forced up by a wheel worked l)y mdl^. 

r . I 

Sea-water to this is as 9 to 20. I^hey <fib 
manufacture 25,000 fimegas ''^yearly, and theie 



A funega is about lOMbs. 






kan imari^e price fiirtbd ifirn^; whiebb 
ferty-oBfi^reiday oiifc of whitii the erami iwiysj 
fiie^bboiirers sb 
•We passed r 
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^ jSalinas *... 1 

(Residence of old Tone. 

the spy. 
Quincoces 2 

'^ ^' Snbf jana de MoiiUos 4 



Paresotas 2^ 



r 
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^ JU tl)i3 laslHineutioned place we took up ' 
jjpart^s for the nighty in tlie same house wheie 
iJ^d WoUiugton had staid the day previous to 
J^fi;^ttle <^ Vittoria. At this pointy you may 
j^^ 4he brittle began ; a large body of th^ 
^^^y.beppg posted on the heights which 
^i^e^op|i the town^ and separated from it fay 
^^|lji|:^|e ^Yjer Passo. Subigana is distant three 
leagues and a half from Vittoria. The skir- 
mishing continued for several miles, till at 
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length t;WuMght;.trQc|>8..of tbi^ ^ftetf^ M 
bick «ipQili ifa^ ift^ foice^ QClid i«Mctt^ 

l^ep i (there liad bem cofnHfieU$v¥^likfe^fW^% 
)to39j«U lyiiig in the same directioti> &$TilMf 
h^ befoi purposely strewn so. 
^ After learklg Naiiclares> aboat pnib Idagbe 
in. advance ftom Subijana^the MQs oil eiilb 
ss^ of tixe road suddenly recede, ka)rili||^ 4fii 
pi wi of Vittoria in the centre. W^ eiite|i$d 
l^oii the plam by crossing a littfe riVer > 6^*^ 
the bridge of Puente Nueva, where th<s lAisA 
dxridlout under General Picton/ passed. ' Ithe 
ijeyentb division had mardied belutid- the idd^ 
td h31s on the 1^, wiib orders to diebmtebli 
uddeady intd the plain, for ijhe purpose >^eii^ 
^ying a bridge three miles in 4poift] oJP'^fiil 
iHlente Ntievav General HiU/ wiO^ MoSgns^ 
troops, occupied the heights onttib ri^^tSN^ 
ing crossed the above-mentionrf^?ittWift46§«it 
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f^e^.lUxM^ wUl&ti^ great hsSf Sj^ 

^KdnmcJKiaBnpt'-.oCi iuntiQny^:iaceafn«d aiJVtt^ 

^ Tmge of liiQi <w ti» right ? siao ai w«otli 
which lies in the middle 4}f - «|fe phooy imd 
miatk thejr had.iilied with rifleiHen. J l^rd 
|^<nwe>widi <tfie 8ev«ndi drmion was 'not 
^^ ito.aniir&jit the tone appointed' ■^■ca»^ 
foffojiiie Mdge, and Pieton, awate that il^ii 
fW^ardfimsivc. moment, attacked and ttiraediit 

ajifTie If^ant geaerfel bad been for somettn^ 
!P9^4^;cIotid; the principal cause of 
ki^tefe^vto thave' been his rough and wipHal* 
imiQ^o:^ J?b& timd division bad ^wf^^hbm 
^riftefg^pw ekodleaee^r" the %hting'dhriaMii:/\ 
Ji8Bi^>»y^fc,foyBliH)st.M^here dangea? twteitHife 
Weftfgt*' f Idvtmg the late advance^ >howpw4 
|]|e)r,>)^,bem69^kd^ith the scaling ladd^rsv 
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tim Jidl .gfea% aniioyed^ Putoii^ ^ihA^ifitii^ 
hx^betkrto prodaeestiS' greater ^bdSitiofiKiiof 
temper, ivUch it would hme been iiiprqi:Jpnb 
de&t in hini to ha?e Testrainedr^ On 'ihe 
march, head-quarterns baggage has die>prm« 
lege of continuing its route, widioiit tonnn^ 
afflde to allow any troops to pass it. One 
day, Picton overtaking it 'with hia>diKisioti!^ 
ordered it off the road until he had nuurched 
by. A part complied, but Lord WeBmgUmA 
butler revised to obey, plea^ng liead^|iiartfB* 
privilege. Upon this, it is said that Bicton 
Struck him with the umbrdla whidi he usiiaHf 
carried to defend his eyes, whsah w^ce woqk, 
£rom the sun, and accompanied faisi castigstiDa 
with a threat of havkig hiqi tiedjilpciHoA 
flogged by the proTost-marsfaaiJ^ if 'he ifid^^not^ 
immediately give way to the division. . J. ora 
In tihe battle of Vittoria, Pi(4»n did^Mt 



tSno^ jth^ wmh a. post i/ras^;>as0|gncditoflii8 
troops al^ tbele tilil^ taed ^irid^i^ io ckd4» 

Irage. . ilm aidie^e-cam^ ;of Loerd Wellingtoii 
lidiiig up to faiiii slKHTtly after the engagement 
was begun^ and about tfae time Lord Dalhou^ 
ae was exped:ed to deboudie^ enquired of the 
General, '^. whether he had seen his Lordship?" 
Picton'jS voice was never very mudcal, and on 
this. occasion it was absolutely hoarse. '^ No, 
idr/7. was the reply, ^^ I have not seen him — 
ttttliave you any orders for me, sir?" ^'None*', 
-said the aide-den^amp. ^' Then, pray sir, what 
jtfim the orders you bring r—'* That as soon 
as Lord DaHiousie shall commence an attack 
,iipon that bridge, the fourth and sixth divi^ 
isions are to suppcnrt him.'' Picton, drawing 
flnmsdjlf up and putting his arms a-kimbo, then 
Imid;./' Ybil may tell Lord Wellington from 
me, sir, that the tUrd division, under my com- 
shali in less than ten minutes attack 
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Wb icnumed several days in Vittoria after 
die dale ai my last letter^ aod then resumed 
oor journey towards the coast The coimtry 
through which we passed^ although extremely 
mountaimms, displayed an enchantiDg fertflityj 
hdng checquered^ wherever cultivation was 
practicable^ with vineyards, orchards, and 
corn-fields. The wine, however, which is 
called here diacoli, is extrraiely tiun; the 
fruit excellent, and in great variety. Peaches 
are the product of every garden, and are ob- 
tained without grafting. Farm-houses pre- 
sent themselves everywhere, and often sur- 
prise you in sequestered spots where you least 
expected to find them. To spe^k, however, 
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kigh road to Vitloria. Tlfe faousecr in (ite 
villages^ and the treeg by tins waynside^ i^ 
bear testknoarto the mmket and c^non bal& 
wludb were expended ; while bones of men 
and Horses^ fragments of plates, pieces of wad** 
ding, old caps, reHcs of jackets, and cartouohe- 
boxes, bits of rags> buttons, and shoes, ' ate 
speaking mementos oi this glorious and bloody 
day. 

This victory, obtained with comparatively 
small loss on our side, has been the most use- 
^I as well as most signal one in the Peoinsula^r 

'It is often the resource of ignorant g^ierala 

> 

to risk an engagement : — when they are at a 
loss what to do, as Marshal Saxe obseicred^ 
they fight a battle i — ^but in the present in- 
stahce, the French had thdr choice of either 
fighting or relinquishing the Peninsula ; and 
so confident were they of victory,' so secure in 
file fancied strength of their position, that 

X 
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even the pi^obaMKiy of a deleat seems never 
to have occurred to their presumptaioiia minds* 
The fdhnider on the field wasr imma^se. AS 
ike sposb ctf six long years of rapine becmne 
concentrated hare. Even the wiyes and mis*- 
tresses of the French officers "were present hi 
carriages and on horses, as though they had 
oome out to see a review ; and the scene which 
ensued when they found themselves deserted 
hy the prestige of their fcNrtune, and our ca* 
Valry dashing in amongst Aem for the purpose 
ei taking tender charge of thdBr persons and 
property, defies all description. 

We found it impossible to obtain quarte)?a 
IB Vittoria> every house being filled v^^ 
wounded officers. At length, after ramb^iiQig 
about far two houf s> I succeeded in hinijig .n 
fittib room in a dirty back street, by agfeeong 
to pay^ a dollar per diem. As soon as I hst^ 
taken possession of my cell, I wfdked out mih 
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k MenA, in seitrch of iM)me placie whetef ^i^^ 
(5dtiM ^le togetkeif^ and vre ^oort in»d6 chi(!a(^^ 
df "a hous^^Kliich a* few weebi ago had^tibt^ 
fej^ b^i¥ a " TaMe dlidte**, <» '* MaJsdft S^ 
lAanger**; hdwer^r, luider l3ie ii^w tegitecf, 
it prqwsed itself to the no(S^ rf <he htittgiry 
tf avcfler as beihg " A good Engl^b Eating- 
House". An Eng&k Eating-House in the 
♦leairt of Spain ! We had scai?cely entered^ 
tWieri a loquacious little Frenchwoman pulled 
lis iftto the kitchen in order to choose out din- 
ner: It was weH furnished with comeslilHies : 
plenty of game^ and more than plenty of pigs^ 
feet and ealveflf ears. Our repast consisted of 
n «^ Wf^tek S, PAngloise ^ a bottle of English 
i^tier; English eheese, and two bottles dt 
Bout*d^ftuif^ which from ks flavour might havi 
fefeen Engli^ toOi The biD, of course, nmst 
fte^EngHsh ; and it was so, ev«in to the feai«itil 
n^itMfe of £ s. d., under which you m^ht 

x2 
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read i£2 7s. 6d. or nine dollars and a hslff, as 
they passed for five shillings each. But then 
we were English—'' bons gens ", as the French- 
woman called us ; and as this was a '' good 
English eating-house'', it was impossible to be 
otherwise than satisfied. 

We closed our evening at the theatre, where 
we found the histrionic gentlemen ridiculing 
the French, having no doubt, in our reverses 
done us a idmilar favour. Never were people 
less calculated for the sock than the Spaniards ; 
they move about like monkeys taught to walk 
in slow time, preserving withal, even when 
they wish to be very facetious, a most provok- 
ing immobility of countenance, and destroying 
the sonorous flexibility of their language hy 
the monotony of their delivery. The actresses' 
are more engaged in looking out for wii^^ 
firom the boxes than attending to their cha- 
racters, which consequently are no better sup-' 
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ported on the stage than they are off it. The 
night concluded with as miserable a pageant 
as ever disgraced a theatre. It was termed the 
'' Alliance of Spain and England ", and the 
dramatis persons will shew you that they can 
outdo Wall and Moonshine, and even those 
extraordinary personages. Strength and Force, 
in the Prometheus. — 

EspAgna La Industria 

In^tiena El Rooodjo (Joy) 

El orgollo Frances (the El Commercio 

proud Frenchman) Virtudes que no hablan 
La Navegacion (Mute Virtues). 

This city abounds in billiard and gambling 
lOCHns, baths, '^ maisons de cafe pour les of- 
ficiers ", and other maisons of a less reputable 
description ; '' tailleurs de Paris ", *^ estamir 
nets",— in short, all the friponerie of the 
French capital in miniature, with more than a 
just proportion of its vices. A Frenchman 



lipddlciftg to me of tihe monls of Vitforte; db- 
iciribed it as a place well tsuited ^' pour hAtr 
la Wide.'' The women^ taking <^»m ooUeM^ 
ively^ are stipposed te be tbe finest in the 
world; and indeed it would be difficidi; to 
find a city where ugluiess is se rare. Vic- 
toria istands high, and a teeeee constantly it&- 
freshing its streets, this may account for the 
women havii^ such fine and delicate com-p 
plexions. A great many of them have Uue 
eyes^ which you never see m other parts of 
Spmn. There are about 12,000 inhabitants ; 
its bax^k streets, such as the Correria, Zepate- 
ria, are long and narrow ; those in the centre 
of the town are broad and well paved. The 
Plaza is an exact square, being 140 feet each 
way. The houses in it are all built of stone 
of a dazzling whiteness, perfectly uniform^ 
and with piazzas in front. The park of ar* 
tillery which we took from the French in the 



battle b d^K)8ed in three lines^ according to 
ti^ m/d^ in a field in the suburbs. The 
Jrench cannon^ as well m the Spanish^ have 
4^iich a distinguishing name inscribed on them, 
sucih as Liberte, Egalite^ f ortune^, &c» Co- 
lonel , who was wounded in the l^e 

action, will leave this in a few days for E^g- 
landi and has kindly offibred to take charge of 
this letter. I will write to you from BUb^, 
where we shall probably make sonae stay. 



:•! 






Ja ^' , I . » 
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run nearly parallel to each other^ and 
temmiate in the market-place. These are all 
neatly paved with small pebUe-stones^ and 
furnished with drains. Previous to tiie Freaach 
occupaticm^ no wheeled carriages of any de* 
scription were su£fered in the streets^ but only 
a sort of sledge for conveymg merchandize. 
At that end of the town in opposite direction 
from the market-place^ diere is a public walk by 
the river-side, well planted with trees, and in 
this walk the streets which are not commerdal 
terminate. In these, many of the houses are 
of a sumptuous description, and &ced with 
fine polished marble, while others are painted 
in a kind of fresco. In the Calle d*Estou£^ 
which takes the form of a crescent, the houses 
are all built of free-stone. The pcqpolatian is 
estimated at 11,000, and divided amongst 
five parishes, with a diurch to eaeh. Besides 
these, there b a tutelary chapel on a hill over* 
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kbkiag the tdwn^ dedicated to Nossa SeSora 
die Begoma^ By all acoomitsi ^^ Our Lady of 
Begonia" is a very extraordinary parsonage^ 
having jperformed ts many miracles as fiU a 
folio. This fidio is actnaUy in priAt^ and 
abounds if itb such tales as the following f — 

'^ Ah adventurous mariner of Deba> who 
was whale fishing off the coast of Greenland^ 
seeing his ship on ^ point of being crushed 
to pieces between two enormous ice-bergs^ 
prayed fervently to Nossa Senora de Begonia^ 
and the ship was safely waftled under wafer 
into the harboiir of Bilbao." The priests tdl 
the people that tiie sacred image of Our Lady> 
which is preserved in the diapel^ was foimd 
ooe day near tiie spot sitting upcm a thorn* 
busily and firom that tame^ which is immeihb- 
i^al, tbey built her a house. 

Before the revolution Bilbao could boast of 
many inagnificent monasteries. The Fr^nch^ 
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however, sent off all the monks prisoners to 
France, and the monasteries are now con- 
verted into general hospitals. 

I have taken frequent rambles into the 
mountains since I came here, for the purpose 
of observing the manners of the peasantry, 
who are extremely mteresting, as being an 
aboriginal race. It is impossible for a stranger 
to dive minutely into their characters and 
mode of thinking, because a knowledge of 
their strange language is essentially necessary 
to do this, and they themselves speak little or 
no Spanish. The truest resemblance which I 
can find for a Biscayan mountaineer is, to 
compare him with the peasantry of Ireland. 
He is generally tall, nervous, and well made, 
with a most serious, and often pitiftd, cast of 
countenance. In complexion he is white^ 
with eyes penetrating, and nose aquiline. 
The crown of his head is often closely shavra,. 
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«irl]fl6 a predion of long lank hair hangs 
down his shoulders. They are very choleric^ 
and I think treacherous ; but they have the 
character of being extremely honest when 
once attached. The hovels of the lower or- 
ders are like those of the Irish; pigs and the 
fannly dwelling together^ and £Qled with 
smoke. The generosity and hospitality of 
the Irish is however wanting^ and a stranger 
is always considered by them in the light of 
W intruder. 

We have some very pleasant society here; 
the tertulUas or routes are well attended, and 
I h^ve heen fortunate in meeting with some 
yoxmg Spaniards who have more taste for li« 
torature than what the youth of this country 
g^Berally evince. I am indebted to them for 
. an acquaintance with the beautiful Utile Fables 
of Uxiarte, the only writer of any reputation 
who has appeared in Spam for some years. 

y2 
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read £2 7s. 6d. or nino dollars and ahalf^ as 
they passed for five shillings each. But then 
we were English—" bons gens **, as tfie Frenchr 
woman called us ; and as this was a ^^ good 
English eating-house '^ it was impossible to he 
otherwise than satisfied. 

We closed our evening at the theatre^ where 
we found the histrionic gentlemen ridiculing 
the French^ having no doubt, in our reverses 
done us a sbnilar favour. Never were people 
less calculated for the sock than the Spaniards; 
they move about like monkeys taught to wsSk 
in slow time, preserving withal, even when 
they wish to be very facetious^ a most provok- 
ing immobility of countenance, and destroying 
the sonorous flexibility of th^ir language by' 
the monotony of their delivery. The acfaresses 
are more engaged in looking out for wiid^d 

ff 

from the boxes than attending to their (Cha- 
racters, which consequently are no better sttp- 
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ported on the stage than they are off it. The 
niglit concluded with as miserable a pageant 
as. ever disgraced a theatre. It was termed the 
** Alliance of Spain and England **, and the 
dramatis persons will shew you that they can 
outdo Wall and Moonshine, and even those 
extraordinary personages. Strength and Force, 
in the Prometheus. — 

fiepagna La Indostria 

loglatiena El Rococijo (Joy) 

£1 orgollo Frances (the £1 Commercio 

proud Frenchman) Virtudes que no hablan 
La Navegacion (Mute Virtues). 

This dty abounds in billiard and gambling 
rooms, baths, '' maisons de cafe pour les of- 
ficiers "', and other maisons of a less reputable 
description ; " tailleurs de Paris ", '^ estami- 
nots",— in short, all the friponerie of the 
French capital in miniature, with more than a 
just proportion of its vices. A Frenchman 
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law in the other parts of Spain^ are yet tole* 
rated in the republic of Biscay. There has 
been one exhibttioDi of this Und since our ar- 
rival ; but instead of those noble and daring 
cavaliers who used to enter the lists^ we had 
nothing but a few butchers and blackguardi 
Even the bull seemed a degenerated beadt^ tBoi 
required to be made savage with squibs asifd 
gunpowder; wlule the horses on wlHdi tkfe 
picadores^ or lance-men^ rode> were of &at d^ 
scription called dog-horses. 

mm nomina nostro are ooncipi neqtteaa%" J4h in. 
C* !• Strabo, also^ in Book iii.^ makes the same com- 
plaint respecting the harshness of Cantabrian wjarift 

J ■ ■ m 

and cites several examples* 
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usTARiTz^ 8th degembeb> 1813. 

Bt the present letter you will learn that I 
liave at length set foot on French soil. Our 
inarch from Bilbao^ which we left on the 24th 
ultimo^ affords but scanty materials for a let- 
ter. It was performed in haste^ and under 
the annoyance of an unceasing course of bad 
weather. 

Durango^ five leagues from Bilbao^ is a 
dean and populous town^ much celebrated 
for its manufactory of gun-barrels. The best 
kind of these are made out of old horse and 
mule shoes^ and so welded that nearly twice 
the weight of the iron in each barrel is lost in 
the operation. The price varies from six to 
twenty dollars the barrel; but those which 
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are qf the £ibric of o^ Nicbc^ Bts, wk) 
lived aboi^ a ^Pf^tii^jr ago,, witti^bai £at<^ 1^0 
dollars, r 

We qi(iarteredi tl)e first night at El-Om, 
the ai)|pjeai:aQce of yvlmi^ retm^ded m^ of a 
coUrgp, .Thehpuiesarefstr^peiy.^Qp^^aod 
ahqo^t ev^ry 000 ha$ the anaps of t^ fs^fij 
^mhl«!;oii^d ov^r the d^r, end fre i(:di^^ed 
hy i^div^dltals who Mloyf m, tt^d^i. In &rt 
I dif^npt eee g^ single shop in the plM^^.f^^d 
the grains w^ growing hi the str^j^. . At 
tlK)ugh every thing seemed so staggfAt^ it 
wa^ n^yerthelesa far from beiQg didlj m4 I 
think it the most sociable little place I:]mf9 
$een in the Peninsula, 

In the evening I had my choice pf tWQ^tor** 
tulliais, pne a ladies' party^ this ot|^i^ ^boH of 
pluh> wl^ere the men meet to dispus§ t|ie gjuie^w 
and pamphlets of the day over choo^^te %pd 
segars. ^ke a good politician, I ^t^qde^ bodb^ 



In evelry Icmtk cf Spain^ facmerar smaB; there is 
^w&yi^ a patriotic dubu In these meetings l^e 
usual tadtuniity of the Spaniard gives tray; 
aad he becotnes loqnacioas, and often clamor-** 
0U5 and ai^ry ^ if he meet with C(m1a*adiction. 
He teUa you what his sentiments are with a 
waarmtib and energy of expresinon which seem 
to imply> ^' be it at your peril to think other- 
wise than I dd.*" The gazette of the evening 
cbntbined the news of the allied moiiarobi 
hamg made their solemn entry into Leipsig 
on the 19tii ultuno^ so that miw there is e^ttsj 
prospect of a dosmg scene to this evantfol 
tragedy. . ^ 

Our next stage was Tolosa^ a fine old town^ 
considered the ca^Mtal of Guipusooa^ and situ- 
alie in tiie centre of a beautiftil and pittore»qm 
coun^» The peasantry here have a method 
of turning up the soil which I have ndwhem 
else 4se6n or heard of. The instrument of 



(I'faavb iibt read his coine^d^^Mt iiMteiid^^ 
curing them at the first oppoittmibf^ ^i ^ffis 
fo&Oi, entitle ^ffl.s Mn^ca'V-^ a ^mf^fine 
eompdditiott^ ^ whitib V wouhi rrefe0n&ttfefld:4!» 
ydu]^ pdusaly and I j^imM tbnik lyoii ia^ 
pfodive it of any of ihe fomgti^ bodkk^m 
tti LoD^oa. It was {mij^died at Madriil ia 
1784« ' Notlmig appeam to h»e hem imt» 
ten sihee ■- h& daf whioh itiH repayi HiB' in»^ 
Ue'of pdriisuig; Bnd/.ihd^d^ m the^litenry 
as weU as in the poMcal world of the Pfemn^ 
8ula^ there h a miserable dearth of what^Sir 
William Joi!ies> in Ms Alcasan Ode^ teiiuis 
'' men^ high*«unded men." Most GOuntries» 
nnder drcumstances similar tO' those yHibM^ 
have befallen Spain and IPottdgeH, have 
put forth some commanding characteirs who 

» • ' ■ ' . ^ 

aeeined designed by nature to make a figure 
in eyientfel times; but here^ with the ex* 
eeption 4Df a few' instances of midiBrrrtfr 



talont^aiii totvery; ^ baa been utiiformly 
^M and Itarcm^ 

^iB^bfio is ial4 to he thQ. antient Fteviobiiiga ; 
but itiifi Ift^ly that Ponugalatto, ai little town 
^fc ihe TOojith of the river, is tte site ofth© 
<it)r of that, nfime. The river iteelf is known 
to few. of the inhabitants by any otherr nanrt 
than <2ie rive* of Bilbao^ its fkopet name, 
himever, is the Ibal-saibal, a compound Ris- 
qajran Ivord, ,of which I have yet tp. discover 
the meaning*. The present Bilbao ,w«8 built^ 
they say, by Don Sanchez in 1300. 

Bnll-fights, which are now prohibited by 

* By Latin authors this river is called Nervio; but 
I think it probable that Ibal-saibal is the original ap^ 
peUation in the antient language of the country^ and is 
perhaps alluded to by Pomponius Mela^ when he says, 
that there are among the Cantabrians some people and 
rivers whose names cannot be pronounced in Latin.— 
*' Cantabxiorttm aliquot populi amnesque sunt, sed quo- 
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law in the other parts of Spaln^ are yet tole* 
rated in the republic of Biscay. There has 
been one exhibitioxi of this kind since our ar- 
rival ; but instead of those noble and daring 
cavaliers who used to enter the lists^ we had 
nothing but a few butchers and 4)!acl^ards. 
Even the bull seemed a degeneirated beAdt^ and 
required to be made savage with squibs add 
gunpowder ; wlule the horses oti l^Uei tke 
picadores^ or lance-meti^ rode^ wefe of &at de- 
scription called dog-horses* 

mm nomina nostro ore ocmcipi nequeasf J#ib. in. 
c 1. Strabo^ also> in Book in., makes the same coin- 
plaint respecting the harshness of Cantabrian words, 
and dtes several examples. 



. . t 



LETTER XIX. 

USTABITZ^ 8th DECEMBER^ 1813. 

Bt the present letter you will learn that I 
liave at length set foot on French soil. Our 
inarch from Bilbao^ which we left on the 24th 
iiltinio^ affords but scanty materials for a let^ 
ter. It was performed in haste^ and under 
the annoyance of an unceasing course of bad 
weather. 

Durango^ five leagues from Bilbao^ is a 
clean and populous town^ much celebrated 
for its manufactory of gun-barrels. The best 
kmd of these are made out of old horse and 
mule shoes^ and so welded that nearly twice 
the weight of the iron in each barrel is lost in 
the operation. The price varies from six to 
twenty dollars the barrel; but those which 



(^ 'ha\% hot re^ his cobedl6%v taift iiKtaid^pti^ 
curing them at the first oppoiteftibfi ^ ;iia 
po&tn, ehtitl^ ff^Ls Mwiea'^y is a Jv^f^fine 
dotnpdi^tiott^ rflMi J^^WouU rrebcibtiiieitd^ito 
ydui* perusal/ and. I diooM thfcik .^^ 
ptocbfe it ^f any of ihe £amg& bodlilsellm 
tti LoD^oa. k was piMdied at- Miidrid ix 
!1784« Notlmig appears to hxn heea mob 
ten sinee hk day which will ngpajFitfaetiw^ 
ble'of perdfiing; ond^ .indeed^ In the liianry 
as well as in the political world of the Fanin* 
sula/ there is a imserable dearth of what Sir 
William Jo^iies^ in his Alcftfan Ode, tenuis 
'' men^ high-minded men." Most coimtries» 
nnder drcumstances similar t<^ thoBe wUbh 
have befallen Spain and FottdgeA, have 
put forth some conimandSng characters who 
flieeined designed by nature to make a figure 
in eventful times; but her^ with the ex* 
eeption 4if a^ few instances of middleHitfie 



tdeot and knraj, dl has been lunfiMnly 

. :BSbfiA m laid to be the antieiit Fbnobiigft; 
but it is liMj that Portagaletto, a little town 
$t ihe jnoofli of the mer, 10 the nte of the 
city of that. nteK. The mer it^df is knoini 
to &w of the inhabifants bjr any other Qam^ 
thaa the mer of Bilbao; lis proper naoMv 
however, is the Ibal-saibal^ a compound Bis* 
cajran trord^ of which I have yet to disoorer 
the meaning*. The present Bilbao was buil^ 
they say, by Doa Sanchez in 1300* 

Bnllrfig^ts, whidk are now prohilnted by 

* Bjr Lotia aothon this rirer is called Nenrio; bat 
I thuik it probal^ that Ibal-saibol is the origiiial ap* 
pellation in the antient langnage of the oonntiy^ and is 
perhaps alluded to by Pomponias 3Ielay when he says, 
that there are among the Cantabrians some people and 
rivers whose names cannot be prononneed in Latin. — 
<' GaDtabronmi aliquot popoli amnesque sunt, sed qno« 
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law in the other parts of Spain^ are yet tole* 
rated in the republic of Biscay. There has 
been one exhildticxi of this kmd since our ar- 
rival ; but instead of those noble and daring 
cavaliers who used to enter the lists^ we had 
nothing but a few butchers and bhckgttardL 
Even the bull seemed a degenerated beaut, and 
required to be made savage with squibs aiid 
gunpowder; while the horses on ^laiA the 
picadores, or lance-men, rode, were of ^t d^ 
scription called dog-horses. 

rum nomina nostro ore oondpi neqaeai^t;" JJb' in- 
c« 1. Strabo^ also, in Book iii.^ makes the same oom- 
plaint respecting the harshness of Cantabrian worifi, 

I a • 

and cites several examples* 



LETTER XIX. 

UBTABITZ^ 8th DECEMBBB^ 1813. 

Bt the present letter you will learn that I 
have at length set foot on French soil. Our 
march from Bilbao^ which we left on the 24th 
ultimo^ affords but scanty materials for a let- 
ter. It was performed in haste^ and under 
the annoyance of an unceasing course of bad 
weather. 

Durango^ five leagues from Bilbao^ is a 
clean and populous town^ much celebrated 
for its manufactory of gun-barrels. The best 
kind of these are made out of old horse and 
mule shoes^ and so welded that nearly twice 
the weight of the iron in each barrel is lost in 
the operation. The price varies from six to 
twenty dollars the barrel; but those which 
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are of tbe hbanc ci one Nidbql^g Bh, wbtt 
lived about a century ag^^ynHottesafe^ ISQ 
dollars. r 

We quartered the first nigg^ht at £l*Oiipj 
the appearanoe of mlakh zeDuoded we of a 
coll^^fx . The hpi«eg are fxtr&fidj ^[op^jaod 
aliqost erery oci^ ha^ the araos of tbe fof^fly 
emU^zoned ov^r the dopr> apd ve inhi^t>ited 
Iq^ mdiv)duals who fidlo^ b0 tt^dc;. 29 faet 
I di4t Qot see a single i^p in tha-plp^e^ 9oi 
the graps was growing in t^ streets. . At 
though every thing seemed so stagpipity^ it 
was neverthdess far from heiQg didlj M|i I 
think it the most sodable little place I.hwra 
seen ii; the Peninsula. 

In the evening I had my choicp pf twoiiex*^ 
tullias, pne a ladies' party> the other ftrsrai af 
clu})^ wl^ere the men meet to discus^ Ijie gawttw 
and pamphlets of the day over chocds^ ^d 
seigars. like a good politician^ I ^toodedbptht 



In evelry tcWB of Spaon^ however nmaB; there is 
klvmyB a^striotic duh. In these mcetmgs the 
usual tadtunuty of the Spaniard gives vtzy; 
and he becomes loquaciotts, and often damoro' 
eus BxA Bngry, if he meet unth contra&ctioiL 
He tells you what his sentiments axe with a 
waffmih and energy of expresiaon which seeni 
to imp)y> " he it at your peril to think other* 
wise than I dd/' The gasette of the evening 
cimtbined the news of the all^ moriarcbi 
hating made their solemn entry into Leipsig 
on thcf lOtik ultimoj so that niow there is e^Msy 
pjtoQ)ect of a ddsing scene to this eventfill 
tragedy. ;) 

Our next stage was Tdosa^ a fine old town^ 
consider^ the cajatal of Guipuscoa^ and dtu- 
ai!e in tiia centre of a beautiful and pittoresque 
counbfy* The peasantry here have a method 
of turning up the soil which I have tidwheiB 
else ^se^n or heard of. The instrument of 
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law in the other parts of Spmn^ are yet tole- 
rated m the republic of Biscay. There has 
been one exhibitiosl of tMs kind since our ar- 
rival ; but instead of those noble and daring 
cavaliers who used to entar the lists^ we had 
nothing but a few butchers imd -blackg^iardd. 
Even the bull seemed a degenerated bedM^ and 
required to be made savage with squibs mtd 
gunpowder; while the horses on wIhc^ the 
picadores, or lance-men, rode, were of ftat d^ 
scription called dog-horses* 

mm nomina nostro ore ocmcapi iiequefio|L'' J4b> in. 
p. 1. Strabo^ also^ in Book iii.^ makes the same com- 
plaint respecting the harshness of CantabriaQ worcbif 
and cites several examples. 



LETTER XIX. 

usTARiTz^ 8th DECSMBBR^ 1813. 

Bt the present letter you will learn tlmt 1 
liave at length set foot on French soil. Our 
inarch from Bilbao^ which we left on the S Ith 
ultinio^ affords but scanty materials for a let- 
ter. It was performed in haste, and uudov 
the annoyance of an unceasing course of Imtl 
weather. 

Durango^ five leagues from DilbaAi W a 
clean and populous town, much (*('U^hrn(od 
for its manu&ctory of gun-barn^U. Tho bt^Mt 
kind of these are mode out of old boiNo luul 
mule shoes, and so welded tbiit \m\r\y tuloo 
the weight of the iron in ciu^h barrel U hml In 
the operation. The pru^) varinN IVoin hU In 
twenty dollars the barrel; \mi ihoHM whli^li 
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i bK9e niot read bis cotnedieK, but iBtand^^ 
curing them at the first oppartodty; ^ ifo 
poem, entitled '^ La Mnioa^ « a wry fine 
oompositioii, wfakfa I "woidd recommfisd : tt 
foat perusal, and I ihottM tUnk ymi mof 
ptocofe it of any of Uie tomga bboksdim 
in Londoa. It was pobfiriied at Maidbid » 
1784« Nothing appears to ham been writ^ 
ten sinee his day which wiD n^ay the trem^ 
Ue of peniffliig; and, indeed, in the litanry 
as well as in the political world of the Ptaim 
sula, there is a miserable dearth <tf what Sitf 
William Jones, in his Alcas^an Ode, tei^ 
^' men, high-minded mea/" Most countries, 
under drcumstanoes similar t& these Whilch 
have befallen Spain and PortUj^d, Ime 
put forth some commanding characters who 
seemed designed by nature to make a figure 
in even^ times; but here^ with the ex- 
ception of a few instances of middleHttle 



tdenti'iaid totvorj^ i^ haa been utiiformly 

.' rJBUbfio kf «al4 to be the antient Fkviobijga ; 
but itk b likely th9t Poi'tugiJetto^ 9i little town 
^t the mouth of.tbe river, ia the site of tbe 
^ty of that. nime. The river itself is koQVfn 
to few <of the iobabitaats by any oiber< naofie 
than the rive^ of Bilbao^ it« pkopei ixsane^ 
however, is the Ibal-saibiil> a compobnd Bis- 
ea)(aii tvord, >of which I have yet t^.diaeover 
the meaning *• The prei^ent Bilbao .wa3 built» 
they say, by Don Sanchez in 1300. 

Bull-fights, which are ndw prohibited by 

4 

, * By Latin authors this river is called Nervio; but 
I think it probable that Ibal-saibal is the original ap- 
pellation in the antient language of the country^ and is 
perhaps alluded to by Pomponius Mela^ when he says^ 
that there are among the Cantabrians some people and 
rivers whose names cannot be pronounced in Latin.-^ 
'' Cantabiorum aliquot populi amnesque sunt^ sed quo- 
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law in ihe other parts of Spain^ are yet tole^ 
rated in the republic of Biscay. There has 
been one exhiUtion of this kind since our ar- 
rival ; but instead of those noble and daring 
cavaliers who used to enter the lists^ we had 
nothing but a few butchers and bhckguards. 
Even the bull seemed a degenerated hei^t, taA 
required to be made savage with sqmbs atid 
gunpowder; while the horses on mhkk the 
picadores^ or lance-men, rode> were of tiiat d^ 
scription called dog-horses. 

rum nomina nostro ore oondpi neqiieaaL'* Xib. in. 
c* 1* Strabo^ also, in Book iii., makes the same com- 

» 

plaint respecting the harshness of Cantabrian word^ 
and cites several examples. 



LETTER XIX. 

usTABiTz, 8th decembbb, 1813. 

4 

Bt the present letter you will learn that I 
have at length set foot on French soil. Our 
inarch from Bilbao^ which we left on the 24th 
ultimo^ affords but scanty materials for a let- 
ter. It was performed in haste^ and under 
the annoyance of an unceasing course of bad 
weather. 

Durango, five leagues from Bilbao^ is a 
clean and populous town^ much celebrated 
for its manufactory of gun-barrels. The best 
kind of these are made out of old horse and 
mule shoes, and so welded that nearly twice 
the weight of the iron in each barrel is lost in 
the operation. The price varies from six to 
twenty dollars the barrel; but those which 



928 L^T^PL xisu 

are of tbe &bric of one Niohc^ Bi%, wk) 
lived aboi^ a ^ratury ago^ will ollbm fetch 160 
dollars, r 

We quartered the first night at £tOrio^ 
the apjiearaace of which remiQded i^e of a 
eoU^. . The hpuges are ^xtre^ely.gop^.aiid 
ahno3t ev^ry or^ hai^ the arms of tbe fskx^ikj 
eiabl^oned ov#r the door, ^nd are inhajbited 
hy i^di|Y)duals who follow n0 ttc^Cj. In fwtt 
I di4, not see a single shop in the plaj^j aod 
the graps w^s growing in the streets. M*- 
though every thing seemed so stagn^Ht^ it 
wa4 nevertheless far from beiiig d«dl^ /pi)d I 
think it the most sociable little place I.hfl^ 
seen in the Peninsula. 

Jn the evening I had my choice pf twoi^tcarf- 
tullias, pne a ladies' party, the other d aorl of. 
qinj), where the men meet to discus^ the gf^sesttes 
an4 pamphlets of the day over chocolate ^d 
segars. Like a good politician, I ^tended bptl^ 



In evelry townft of SpsSta, liower^ smifi; there is 
alwajB a j[>atriotic duii In tliese tneetii^ tlie 
usual tadturniiy of the Spaniard gives imf^ 
aad ho becomes loqiiadbus, and often danrar'^' 
0US and angry^ i^ he meet with contrafictioiu 
He tella you what his sentttnentB ato with . a 
waarmlii and energy of expression which seeni 
to impky, ^' be it at your peril to think other^ 
wise than I dd.** The g;aaette of the ovening; 
cbnttdned the news of the allied moiiarobi 
hating made their solemn entry into Leipsig 
on thcf 10th ultimo^ so that mow there is eirery 
prospect of a ddsmg scene to this erent^ 
tragttd^. /. ) 

Our next stage was Tdosa^ a fine old town^ 
considered the capital of Guipusooa^ and dtu- 
afie in the centre of a beautiful and pittoresque 
counbry. The peasantry here have a method 
of toniing up the sou which I hare ndwhem 
else sedn or heard of. The instrument of 
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kttobandry to wUeh I alludej is a fork con* 
mting .of two prongs^ in figure and propor- 
tion' like a small h, the handle being about 
imeiiaii longer than the prong. Each man or 
woman is fumished with two of these imple^ 
ments, and standing generally three a-breast, 
force them into the soil at the same time^ and 
leaning back^ tear up a ridge of land as effec- 
tually as the plough would have done: a 
iburth person foUows with a hoe, whose busi^ 
ness it is to break the dods. The scarcity of 
cattle in this part of Spain has no doubt put 
4hem upon this invention ; but they are, how- 
idver, enabled by it to cultivate spots where no 
osen could have ploughed. 
' After leaving Irun, a dirty hole, and 
i&atdaged, at the time we passed through it, 
wi&. Spanish troops, you descend ahnost im- 
mediately upon the Bidassoa, the boundary 
between France and Spain. The Pyrenees 



hl^te are oidy getitle hilk ; nor do theybegjii 
to tfett llhems^es into miMUitauis until ymR 
ilpjAroadi iJesaca. We crossed by a pontoon 
hiAAge, aMJ set foot upon tiie fine higkrood 
whi6h leads to Bayonn^ After a league and 
tt htBt, we came to Urogne^ which ifas tdta% 
deserted by its inhabitants, and filled with our 
cavalry. We here enquired of some otflScecs 
respecting the probability of our being able 
to obtaifi quarters in St. Jean de Luz, whoi 
the^ an gave it as their opinion, that, consi^ 
d^Hng the i^proach of evenmg, it would be 
impossible. We immediately upon thia pre^ 
^ared to take possession of some empty house 
by the road side. It was only to choose fae^- 
'tween' a chaiteau or a cottage, and we decyed 
Ifrr^thd idtter, as being more easily fbitified 
-Ugstmb intMders. They all stood most hos^« 
"ixlbhff^ji^n, ^idubiting a miserable absence of 
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The .want of fomge is seterely Mt fay sSL 
parties. Our horses would stanre, wese k 
not for the fkorze-bushes ; and even to obtain 
these^ it is necessary to seek them at two 
leagues' distance; all being eaten up round 
this. Every other morning my Portuguese 
groom goes into the woods to forage, and re- 
turns with two mule-loads of furze. It is then 
necessary to pound it, which is a very trouble 
some operation ; yet without doing this, the 
horses refiise it *• All kinds of necessaries an^ 
equally scarce, and we are obliged to pay an 
exorbitant price to obtain them. Every rusH- 

* Fabius and Q. Atias Varu8> prefecta of cavai^j 
received the thanks of the Roman senate^ for havi^ 
preserved discipline and supported their horses under 
similar circumstances.-—^' Erat summa inopia pabuli^ 
adeo ut foliis ex arboribus strictis et teneris arundinum 
radicibus contusis^ equos alerent."—- Sallust. de BeD. 
Civil, c. 3. 
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light costs a shilling,, and I use three ev^ery 
night, one in the stable and two in. my garret. 
A small loaf of bread (21bs.) two shillings ; a 
pound of butter, four shillings; and every 
thing else in like proportion. The rations 
for a common soldier per diem, consisting of 
l^lb. of bread, lib. of beef, and -j pint of rum, 
does not cost the Government less than six 
shillings ; perhaps even more ; since the mor- 
tality which befalls the cattle between this and 
the Ebro is so great, that out of a consignn 
ment which I received the other day from 
Palencia, and which consisted, at the com- 
mencement of the march^ of 600 head, only 
180 reached me ; the rest had died by the 
way. 

DECEMBER IItH. 

P.S. About six o'clock yesterday morning 
I was awakened by a train of artillery passing 
my quarters, and which seemed to indicate 
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itfaafeflomejinmediale imvemunt was in con- 
teiQ]^tum« . I bantily g^ a cup. of coffi^; 
*Wt^.)iefore il htd titfn^ to reach ih^ river, the 

pxoGp$ hod ah)B9d]r driv^ai ha.ck the enemy's 
skirmjidbeiB^ The fi&gineers laid down the 
pantooa bridge with admirable expedition, 
and I passed over it in the rear of the third 
division about nine o'docL The: Fr^qh 
shewed thansislves ib good force several tim^ 
pa the heights, but always retired in a hn 
minutes, leaving skirmishers to contend with 
tar light troops. At ten o'clock a. heavy 
iriitg.eomtaenced upon our left, and becapie^ 
to the fog dispersed, distii^tfy visible. Tim 
fimt division soon became warmly engaged, 
wbto the intention of Lord Wellington wasij^ 
ihat it should only have made a demonstra- 
tion. The third division remaining under 
arms cm the heights which we had first g^in^ 
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on ascettding ftom the Neve> I went forwa)^ 
^h thfe sixth divisioni. In a litife time it 
was imderstood npoh the £e}d that General 
HiQ had succeeded in tnmmg the enemy's 
left. This was at ahout twelve o'clock. A 
pause now ensued, the soxth division standing 
to their arms. I took this opportunity to 
enter a peasant's cottage by the road ade. A 
fittle boy was the only member of the £amily 
who could speak any French; the rest, con- 
sisting of an old woman, some girls, and two 
aged men, spoke nothing but the Basque, 
which is nearly the same as that which is used 
in Biscay. Their joy was so unbounded at 
the partial defeat which thek countrymen had 
already sustained, that they capered about the 
room Hke^ a parcel of merry Andrews. One 
of ' the aged men personated a Fraidi sol- 
dier, land with an agility beyond his years, 
ran a few yards from the dbor, in ordei^ to 

z 



tendng hb dieeks, fas diaehargGd afanfr/ 
aad fill oa the ground^ as tfihe had:- been 
kakntli^ahaB. 

* Tke Fiench now began to retire .fiorn a 
tail ^hieh liiey had oocnpied as a cents&jdi^ 
ring the morning, and tiie abcth dimon imme^ 
diateiy took possession of it From this point 
we had a distinct view of the contest whi(& 
was going forwards at about 600 yards in 
front of us. The object on our fflde was to 
get possession of the village of Ville Franche, 
which was obstinately defended by a force of 
nearly 3000 men. At three o'clock Lord 
Wellington and his staff arrived on the hill^ 
and some light companies of the sixth divi- 
sion, supported by a regiment of Cafadores, 
were immediately ordered to attack it. The 
fighting now became very desperate ; our men 
and the French being nearly muz2le to muzzle. 
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pontbn; wMdi was aonouneed to us^oi tibe 
o{^iostt6 luU, by a British soldier asoendihg to 
the top of a kmd of cross whidi ovf^lckdced 
die viflage, and waTing Us cap in tobftii of 
victory* I saw my cousm, Captam -«-*^^^ go 
gaflantty into action at tibe head of his ocmi*- 
ipany,Bnd, I am happy to add> he has escaped 
.mihiirt 



THE END. 



rf. 



G. WOODFALLj akobl coubtj- MciirNXB btbxit, lokdoic. 



